
Wrapping The Year Up.

We are moving solidly into fall weather. I 

think everyone is happy with the cooler 

temperatures.

Our Mountain Festival was another grand 

success.  Elsewhere in this newsletter you 

will find more detail on how much of a 

success it was. Our volunteers came 

together, put a lot of work in, and made an 

enjoyable day for thousands of people. And 

the Department made money, which helps 

to fund our completely donation-based 

Department.

Thank you to all the volunteers who put the 

hard work in to make that happen.

Up next is our annual meeting to be held at 

the stunning Stove Prairie Ranch.  We will 

have boxed lunch again this year starting at 

11:00 AM.  At noon, the business meeting 

will start.  Please make plans to join us for 

food, conversation and updates on 

November 7th, the first Saturday in 

November.

Now turn the pages to find out more about 

the Mountain Festival!

Neil Faber 
President - 2026 
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Greetings from Chief Neuroth

Hi Rist Canyon Community:

Closing in on another year and another 

very prosperous Mountain Festival. 

The many volunteers putting in hundreds 

of hours is why the Fire department and 

community endeavors are so successful. 

Updates on the Mountain Festival will be 

in other articles.

I would like to update you on the 

department side of things. We now have 

forty (40) responders on our roster. Six (6) 

firefighters took an EMT*/EMR* class this 

past winter, and all six passed the National 

Registry test. Not an easy task! This brings 

our medical response capabilities to one (1) 

ER Doctor, two (2) Paramedics, one (1) 

AEMT, nine (9) EMT’s, and five (5) EMR’s. 

Besides our regular medical training on the 

4th Wednesday of the month, UCHealth is 

sending up an instructor to do an extra 

class one Sunday evening a month. 

Although 75-80% of our calls are medical, 

we put in extra training days preparing for 

a possibly busy fire season which 

thankfully did not happen(yet) this year. 

*EMT: emergency medical technician

*EMR: emergency medical responder

We have a lot of great businesses that 

sponsor us each year, and we appreciate 

their continued support. For the last two 

years, Proper 12 Whiskey donated $10,000 

a year which we used to buy 2 new battery-

operated extrication tools (Jaws of Life). 

Home Depot donated $3,000 to buy paint, 

new flooring for the bathroom and an 

assortment of cleaning supplies for station 

one. 13 associates from The Home Depot 

came up and volunteered their time to 

paint, lay flooring, and clean-up. When 

companies and people like this are willing 

to donate money and time to RCVFD, it 

just shows what a quality department and 

awesome community we have.

I’ll keep saying this: I’m proud to be chief 

of Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mark Neuroth, Chief 

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department 

P.O. Box 2, Bellvue, CO 80512 

Chief’s Report
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Letter from the Vice President

2026 RCVFD Mountain Festival: Another Success! 

The annual RCVFD Mountain Festival was successful again! The Festival was held on Saturday, 

September 12, 2026, to raise funds for the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department (RCVFD). It was a 

fun day and raised lots of money for RCVFD. We are still calculating the profit for RCVFD because 

there are some expenses and expected income to come in. We plan to announce the final amount of 

profit at the RCVFD annual community lunch meeting at 11am on Saturday, November 7, 2026, at 

Stove Prairie Ranch. This year’s annual luncheon will be catered. Based on the information we have 

now, I am estimating we made over $30,000 profit for the fire department!

This event brought community folks together to organize the Festival, as well as renew old 

friendships, build new friendships, inform people about the activities of RCVFD, and raise money 

for our fire department. About 180 volunteers worked together to make the Festival happen; most 

are listed in this newsletter. There were about 3,000 happy attendees who came.

This year’s Festival featured a huge used book sale book sale selling over 3,890 books from about 

16,000 offered for sale; a wonderful silent auction selling most of the  about 300 items offered for sale 

(the remaining items will be offered for sale at the community lunch); a delicious bake sale selling 

over 60 homemade pies plus five tables of smaller items (e.g., sourdough bread, brownies, cookies, 

jams, snack mix, and gluten-free baked goods); a plant sale with a great variety of types and sizes;  a 

great RCVFD Festival merchandise sale, where we sold over 300 of the 2026 t-shirts, cleared out all 

of our 2024 and prior stock, sold over 35 hoodies and sweatshirts; 46 booths (some “double” booths) 

with artisans and other vendors; over 30 non-profit educational booths; outstanding live musical 

entertainment by four local bands; an old-fashioned dunk tank; firefighter demonstrations; a display 

of our fire trucks; a car show with classics and “dirt” cars; 60 gallons of  free ice cream in a variety of 

flavors; food trucks; and a kids’ area with lots of different activities, games, and farm animals. In 

addition, we had about 40 generous groups, businesses, and individuals supporting the Festival as 

sponsors! The Festival presentation at the RCVFD Annual Meeting will provide more information 

and show photographs of the event.

Please mark your calendar for next year’s Festival: Saturday, September 11, 2027. To join the 

amazing Festival team, please contact H.J. Siegel, Festival Coordinator [HJ@computer.org]. A photo 

of over 20 members of our leadership team at our September 2026 gathering is on the next page. 

There are lots of ways to help make the Festival successful in the months before, days before, 

during, and after the Festival. We happily welcome new members to the “Friends of the Festival” 

leadership team! Joining is a great way to meet your neighbors, make new friends, become involved 

in the community, and support your volunteer firefighters. We look forward to another year for the 

fire department and the Festival.

H.J. Siegel 
Mountain Festival Coordinator 

RCVFD Board Vice President 
HJ@computer.org

mailto:HJ@computer.org
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RCVFD 2026 Mountain Festival Volunteers

Top row: Shannon Phelps, Diane McCarthy, Billy Best, H.J. Siegel, Tom Bender, Shannon 

Ackerson, Steph Newall, Pam Thomas, Darcy Budge, Josef Dvorak, Roger Dev, Neil Faber, Sarah 

Rowan, Kelly Wrighton, Patti Clutter, James Clutter. 

Bottom row: Bridget Tisthammer, Trisha Johnston, Debbie Benson, Karen Salaz, Sandy Deraney-

Reilly, Janet Siegel, Lauren Lee. 

Thank You to the Community Volunteers Who Made the 2026 RCVFD Mountain Festival a Success! 

 

The 2026 RCVFD Mountain Festival activities and the names of most of the volunteers who participated in 
those activities are listed below. A big thanks to the almost 180 community volunteers who worked together, 
so about 3,000 people could have a fun day, learn about RCVFD, and raise money for RCVFD supplies and 
equipment. For information about how you can join our great team of volunteers, please contact me, H.J. 
Siegel, Mountain Festival Coordinator, HJ@computer.org.

Announcer: Neil Faber.

Bake Sale: Darcy Budge, Chair; Betsy Bartel, Betsy Fecteau, Brad Schnee, Carolyn Stanley, Casey, C.W. Miller, 
Dana Stewart, Diane Schwartz, Eileen Cordsen, Erica Michels, George Rosander, Gretchen Long, Gnarly 
Mountain Cookies, Henry, Jen Stratman, Joe Skelton, Karen Salaz, Karen Steadman, Kathy Cox, Maggie 
Schleppy, Marcy Gray, Melanie Bevers, Molly Budge, Neil Faber, Pat Rosander, Paula Rosenberg, Pat Staggs, 
Robert Budge, Robert Edwards, Robin Edwards, Sami Jo Staggs, Susan Cones, Suzanne O'Donnell, Teri Tracy, 
Tiffany Link, Tim Fecteau, Vivian Campbell, Wendy Schleppy, and William McArthur.  Additionally, a huge 
thank you to anyone I may have missed, who generously donated baked goods for the sale.

RCVFD Mountain Festival Friends of the Festival Leadership Team
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2026 Mountain Festival Volunteers, continued

Book Sale: Patti Clutter, Chair; Carolyn Stanley and Kathy Cox, Co-Chairs; Abbas Hamid, Airn Hartwig, 
Anna Johnson, Barb Monesson, Benjamin, Beth Corbitt, Betsy Bartel, Betsy Fecteau, Brett Johnston, Bridget 
Tisthammer, Carol Dollard, Casey, Cindy Sherman, CJ McDonald, Clay Cox, Corey Stewart, Cory Starckey, 
Dana Stewart, Darcy Budge, Dean Maclemman, Debbie Benson, Diane McCarthy, Diane Saunders, Ellie 
Baumann, Erica Michael, Gabrielle Borin, Gene Morenko, Gretchen Long, Harry Bates, Henry, H.J. Siegel, 
Hunter Squibb, Isaac, Jack Johnston, James Clutter, Janet Siegel, Jeff Brack, Jeff Elsner, Jennifer Sanders, 
Jennifer Stratman, Jim Sidwell, Joanne Fallert, Juana Jackson, Karen Salaz, Kim Workman, Lana Olsson, Larry 
Monesson, Linda Dellmar, Linda Squibb, Lucy Corro, Lyle Benson, Lyn Warick, Mark McCracken, Mike Salaz, 
Mike Wilkins, Molly Budge, Molly McLean, Mourine Weaver, Neil Faber, Nick Kedzuf, Paige Hogan, Pam 
Thomas, Pat Carey, Pat Rosander, Pete Sherman, Randy Hediger, Ray Goedl, Rob Budge, Roger Dev, Sarah 
Rowan, Scott Hogan, Shannon Phelps, Shayne Magstadt, Stephanie Newall, Susan Cone, Susan Weaver, 
Tanner Squibb, Teri Tracy, Tim Fecteau, Tim Jackson, Tim Stratman, Vivian Burke, Woody Saunders. We thank 
all the people that dropped off books at the donation boxes for the Book Sale.

Canine Hospitality Stations: Molly McLean.

Community Volunteers Sign-Up List: Trisha Johnston. 

Craft/Vendor Booths: Debbie Benson, Chair; Peter Sherman, Vice-Chair; Anthony May, Kelly Wrighton, Kya 
Sparks, Maggie Newberry, Shannon Phelps. 

Credit Card Reader Attachments: Diane McCarthy.

Dunk Tank: Trisha Johnston, Chair; Brett Johnston, Diane McCarthy, Lucy Corro.

Electricity: Mark Neuroth.

Entertainment: Sandy Deraney-Reilly, Chair; Brett Johnston (Stairs Builder), Fish Carpenter (Sound Engineer), 
Randy Hediger (Stage Construction), Randy Reilly, Shaped Music (Sound Company), Sherwood Dunlop 
(Sound Assistant),; Bands: AKA (Also Known As), Gordon Creek Band, Liz Barnez Band, Wendy Woo Band.

Facilities (e.g., tents, tables, chairs, potties): Shannon Phelps.

Festival Coordinator: H.J. Siegel.

Field Layout: Shannon Phelps, Chair; Debbie Benson, Gisele Garrity, Larry Monesson, Lucy Corro, Molly 
McLean, Tricia Ramos, Trisha Johnston.

Field Provider: Gail and Gene Michaud.

Field Restoration: Richard Lund.

Food Vendors: Bridget Tisthammer, Chair; Sarah Rowan, Co-Chair; Josef Dvorak, Neil Faber. 
General Parking Control Day of Festival: Co-chairs: Kelly Wrighton, Savoy Kirkpatrick, Tom Bender; Abby 
Glick, Alex Wettengel, Anthony May, Ayda Lewis, Bianca Goncalves da Costa, Cristina Blanco, Eliud Rivas, 
Elizabeth Esdaile, Jaden Hoesel, Kaela Amundson, Kayla Borton, Kristen Otto, Maggie Newberry, Raegan 
Paul, Scott Wrigley, Tracy Webb.

Graphic Designer: Lauren Lee.

Helicopter Medical Airlift Demo: Mark Neuroff and Lucy Corro.

Ice Cream: Nancy Diefenderfer, Chair; Bridget Tisthammer, Casey Weber, Chris Weber, Debbie Benson, Kelly 
Wrighton, Ken Stewart, Lucy Corro, Louise Creager, Moby Wile, Sarah Jenker, Shayne Magstadt, Tanner 
Squibb, Trisha Johnston.

Kids’ Activities: Trisha Johnston, Chair; Brett Johnston, Elea Ackerson, Shannon Ackerson, Torrey Ackerson.
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2026 Mountain Festival Volunteers, continued

Mentor: Richard Lund.

Non-Profit and Educational Booths: Trisha Johnston, Chair; Shannon Phelps. 

Parking Areas Setup: Lucy Corro, Chair; Hunter Squibb, Jeff Elsner, Jesse Ceplecha, Kim Workman, Mike 
Wilkins.

Permit: Bridget Tisthammer.

Photographer: Erica Michel.

Plant Sale: Roger Deb and Dean Yoder, Co-Chairs; Gabrielle Borin, Jen Wright, Kathy, Tiffany. Thanks to all 
those who donated plants.

Publicity – Posters: Lauren Lee. Press Releases and Ads for Newspapers, Radio: Karen Salaz. Webpage: Billy 
Best, Lauren Lee. Facebook: Sarah Rowan.

RCVFD – Fire Trucks: Lucy Corro, Chair; Firefighters. 

RCVFD – Firefighter Demonstrations: Lucy Corro, Chair, Mark Neuroth, Co-Chair; Karen Steadman, Co-
Chair; Calne Snyder, Hunter Squibb, Jack Johnston, Lyle Benson, Mike Wilkins, Nick Kedzuf, Ryan Weiss, 
Tricia Ramos. 

RCVFD Firefighters Who Worked on Festival Activities: Lucy Corro, Chair; Abbas Hamid, Betsy Fecteau, 
Calne Snyder, Carol Dollard, Darcy Budge, Debbie Benson, Erica Michel, Gene Morenko, H.J. Siegel, Hunter 
Squibb, Jack Johnston, Jeff Brack, Jeff Elsner, Jesse Ceplecha, Jim Terrell, Karen Steadman, Ken Stewart, Kim 
Workman, Larry Monesson, Lyle Benson, Mark McCracken, Mark Neuroth, Mike Wilkins, Nick Kedzuf, Pedro 
Boscan, Ryan Weiss, Shayne Magstadt, Tanner Squibb, Tim Fecteau, Tricia Ramos. 

Road Signs: Randy Hediger.

Shuttle – Tractor Drivers: Brett Johnston, Joshua Neufeldt, Trina Bailey. Shuttle Trailer: Neil Faber.

Silent Auction: Janet Siegel, Chair; Amber Peterson, Anthony May, Billy Best, Carolyn Stanley, Coreen 
Rairdon, Dan Osborne, Debbie Benson, Diane McCarthy, Gretchen Long, H.J. Siegel, Hunter Squibb, Jeff 
Elsner, Jenn Kirkpatrick, Karen Salaz, Leisa Taylor, Lucy Corro, Lyle Benson, Maggie Newberry, Mark 
McCracken, Pam Thomas, Stephanie Newall, Susan Cone, Tammy Osborne, Tanner Squibb, Tracy Webb, 
Trisha Johnston, Vicky Jordan, Wayne Reese. We appreciate all the folks who donated items and services for 
sale.

Sponsorships: James Clutter, Chair; Bridget Tisthhammer, Carolyn Stanley, Diane McCarthy, H.J. Siegel, Karen 
Salaz, Kathy Cox, Lauren Lee, Louise Creager, Mike Salaz, Nancy Diefenderfer, Neil Faber, Richard Lund, 
Sandy Deraney-Reilly, Sarah Rowan, Shannon Phelps, Trisha Johnston. 

T-Shirts: Lauren Lee, Sarah Rowan, Co-Chairs; Erika Sloat, Kaela Amundson, Kristen Otto, Parker Heberden, 
Raen Lee, Tammy Rowan, Zach Farrell.

Treasurer: Diane McCarthy; Assistant Treasurer: Melanie Bevers.

Vehicle Show: Josef Dvorak, Chair; Chase Payne, Gene Morenko.

Wi-Fi: Mark McCracken, Chair; Abbas Hamid, Nick Kedzuf, Ryan Weiss. 
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Notes from Your 2026 Mountain Festival Chairs

Facilities. Another festival has come and gone as if 
nothing happened—but we know that’s not the case! 
Getting all those tents, porta-potty stations, equipment, 
and supplies delivered to the top of the mountain takes a 
tremendous amount of planning, coordination, and 
professional support. I would like to sincerely thank RC 
Events of Fort Collins and Fuzion Field Services for 
helping make the entire process run so smoothly. Your 
support and professionalism make a tremendous 
difference. I would also like to send a special thank-you 
to Jordan and Justin at REC Corporation for lending us 
the amazing trailer that we use as our stage, as well as the 
tractor we use to pull the hay wagon for parking 
transportation. Without the support of all these 
businesses and the people behind them, we simply could 
not put on such a wonderful mountain festival. We truly 
appreciate everything you do to help make this event a 
success!

Shannon Phelps 

Music. We have live music all day long at the festival. It is the 
responsibility of the entertainment chairperson to set this up.  We 
have had a number of   local bands   return to  the stage. Music 
provides a festive and fun atmosphere for all to enjoy. We are in 
touch with many members of the community who support the fire 
department and the entertainment in particular.  The trailer used 
for the stage has been donated by Ron’s equipment for many years 
and Houska automotive has sponsored the music for the last two 
years. Preparing the stage, and the green room is important for the 
comfort and safety of the musicians. The sound  engineering is 
provided by Shaped Music. They have worked with us for many 
years providing excellent sound quality. The firefighter 
demonstrations between bands have been a positive addition.

Sandy Deraney Reilly  

Kids area.The kids area was a hit. We 
had a face painter, roping area, farm 
animals ( including a 5 day old calf), 
and lots of games for all ages. New 
this year and very popular, was the 
obstacle course. 

Non-profits. We had over 30 Non-
profit and educational booths this year 
with many with kid related activities. 
New this year, Walgreens offered free 
flu shots. And, as always, the K-9 unit 
was a big hit.

Trisha Johnston 

Merchandise. The RCVFD Festival merchandise sales were very 
successful this year, selling over 300 T-shirts, 30 hoodies and 
cleared out all the 2024 festival and prior backstock.

Lauren Lee

Sponsorships. We had 40 generous groups, businesses, and 
individuals supporting the Festival as Sponsors this year.

James Clutter

Book Tent. The Book Tent is a busy 
place with lots of customers searching 
through boxes for intriguing books.  
Folks are always so happy checking 
out with their bags full of bargain 
books and unique finds. Many tell us 
this is their favorite festival and they 
attend every year.

Patti Clutter

The Bake Sale had a prosperous day at the festival! The Bake Sale sold over 60 homemade pies plus five 
tables of smaller items such as sourdough bread, brownies, cookies, jams and jellies, snack mix, and gluten-
free baked goods. Thank you to all who donated their handcrafted baked goods. 

Darcy Budge

Silent Auction. Thank you to all of the 
contributors to the Festival for making this such 
a successful and enjoyable event. In particular, 
thank you for the success of the Silent Auction 
this year! We had amazing donors who 
contributed over $20,000 worth of 300+ 
beautiful auction items. Amber, Jeff, James, 
Tanner, and many others were beyond 
generous; thank you! Our solicitors, Carolyn, 
Trisha, HJ, Debbie, and many more, were, as 
always, prodigiously productive!  There were so 
many volunteers who worked long hours 
preventing all of the many things that can go 
wrong with so many pieces and parts: Trisha, 
Debbie, Billy, Gretchen, Pam, Diane, Tammy, 
Dan, Leisa, Jenn, Stephanie, Coreen, Vicky, 
Wayne, Susan, Hunter, and others who should 
be on this list. THANK YOU!

Janet Siegel 
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Notes from Your Area Representatives

Happy Fall! It's been a very colorful fall this year, and the sunrise displays - spectacular. While we are all 
getting ready for winter with hunting and firewood gathering, take some time to clean up around our 
homes. Even though we live in the mountains and can have a natural environment it's a good idea to pick 
up fallen branches, trim up on the dead branches of our trees, get gardens cleaned up, maybe grade our 
driveways to be ready for the coming rain and snow. With our homes, it's also time to think about having 
our septics pumped if it's been 5 years or more since you've had it done. While I often hear "I've never done 
it and it seems to be functioning properly so why bother?” Over the years, when I've been selling homes, 
many sellers have had steep expenses when they find out there have been blockages, or cracks in the sewer 
line leading to the leachfield. There was one home in our area that was blocked from critters filling the pipe 
with soil about half way up all along the pipeline. While it wasn’t hard to repair, it still cost the owner and 
could have delayed the closing. With cooler weather upon us, I hope you’re finding time to get outside and 
enjoy all of the wonderful activities this season has to offer!

Louise Creager — Stratton Park

Wow that was quick! Seems like summer just got here and it’s already on its way out.   With less snow and 
rain coming into the season I expected to see less wildflowers and wildlife.   To my surprise plenty of both 
were around to be seen.  We even had a leucistic hummingbird visit us this summer.  Did anyone else have 
her visit? What a treat.  Looking forward to fall and winter in the upper Buckhorn! Watch for those soft 
edges and take the turns slow!  

 Erica Michel — Upper Buckhorn

As we all recuperate from 
working the festival, Thanks to 
all who helped and came to 
enjoy. We are now into the wood 
cutting season and getting ready 
for winter. Hopefully we   can 
grab a book we got at the festival 
and enjoy fall and winter.

We have had quite a few skunks 
here in the Davis Ranch area. One 
neighbor has lost a chicken and 
tomatoes! Turkeys are abundant. 
Crossing the roads any time of 
the day.

Please remember to get a burn 
permit for the slash piles, and 
make sure that, if there are 
stumps around, they are not still 
burning.

Carolyn Stanley —  
Davis Ranch

The latest from Fletcher Hill to the Stove Prairie Road transition are 
as follows. It’s certainly been an interesting summer and fall that we 
are experiencing. We have seen short weather cycles in 2026. We 
have seen weeks of drought that haven’t brought any moisture and 
these have alternated with higher moisture days that I don’t 
remember seeing before.

The Buckhorn Creek runs through our property and it hasn’t 
stopped flowing. In fact, we’ve had several heavier rains that caused 
the Creek to get a greater water flow. These don’t last but a few days. 
But the rains of recent have caused our meadow and much of 
Buckhorn Canyon to green up a second time. The drought hasn’t 
abated yet in spite of our rains. Please remember that we are in a no 
open burn period until the State lifts the ban.

We’ve seen a couple of deer in our area as well. Interestingly, I 
returned home late one evening and there was a fox that my 
headlights caught trying to figure out how to have a skunk for a 
meal. That was the first time I’d seen anything like that. The skunk 
won by the way.

I hope all our neighbors have a wonderful autumn as we head into 
the end of the year holidays.

Dean Yoder — Lower Buckhorn
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RCVFD Monthly Meeting Schedule 

Operations —1st Wednesdays (6-7 PM)

Fire Training—2nd Wednesdays (7-9:30 PM)

Board Meeting—3rd Wednesdays (6-8 PM)

Medical Training—4th Wednesdays (7-9 PM)

Ops, Fire, and Medical Trainings are at Firehouse #1 at 11835 Rist Canyon Road. 

Board meetings are held at Firehouse #1, or on Zoom if necessary. All Rist 

Canyon area residents are welcome to attend. If you would like to receive the 

agenda, please email your name, email address, and phone number to the 

RCVFD Board Secretary at secretary@rcvfd.org. Please note that the agenda will 

arrive one to two days before the scheduled meeting. To sign up for Community 

Alerts, visit RCVFD.org.

You are cordially invited

to the Stove Prairie Ranch
at 9116 Old Flowers Rd, Bellvue CO

Saturday, November 7th, 2026 
11 AM - 1 PM 

Join us at the scenic Stove Prairie Ranch for a boxed 

lunch and the Fire Department’s Annual Meeting.

11 AM -12 PM: Boxed lunch and socializing. (NO potluck)

12 PM -1 PM: Business meeting, including reports from the 
RCVFD fire chief, board president, treasurer, and the festival 
chair; and election of the Board of Directors.

All Area 
Residents are 
encouraged to 

attend.  

Please RSVP to 
rsvp@rcvfd.org 

mailto:secretary@rcvfd.org
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Help Build a Resilient Rist Canyon

Wildfire Partner Program Now Accepting Assessment Requests. 

RCVFD now has trained Wildfire Partner Program (WPP) Ambassadors ready to offer 

voluntary home assessments designed to help you identify and prioritize practical projects 

that can improve the chances of your home withstanding a wildfire. These assessments are 

free, confidential, actionable, and focused on clear, achievable steps you can take at your 

own pace. To learn more or to request a Wildfire Home Ignition Zone Assessment for your 

home, please visit our website at:

rcvfd.org/emergency-preparedness/home-assessments

Working together, we can strengthen our community’s readiness and help keep Rist Canyon 

safer and more resilient in the face of wildfire.

Can We Reach You In An Emergency?
Please take a moment to register with LETA911 

(www.leta911.org). RCVFD and Larimer County 

Emergency Services use this system to send 

emergency updates and evacuation notices. You can 

choose to receive alerts by phone, email, or text. You 

can also note any special circumstances, such as oxygen use or mobility limitations, that 

may make evacuation more difficult. Thank you for considering registering with LETA911!

http://rcvfd.org/emergency-preparedness/home-assessments
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CELEBRATING THE CO-OP  

YOU CAN COUNT ON

For generations, local members have worked side by side to build something 

bigger than electricity. We’ve built a cooperative you can count on.

LOWEST RATES IN COLORADO

More affordable electricity helps 

keep money in your pocket.

NATIONALLY RANKED RELIABILITY

Dependable power means fewer interruptions 

to your home, farm, or business.

TOP-TIER MEMBER SATISFACTION

Members consistently rate PVREA among 

the best for service and satisfaction.

October IS

National Cooperative Month

Learn more about the benefits of cooperative membership. 

www.pvrea.coop
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HighAltitudeHoney.com
(970) 577-6001

HighAltitudeHoney8500
@gmail.com

Worship Service every Sunday at 10 AM 

at Sky Corral Ranch—970/682-7311 

Everyone welcome!
MKT-5894M-A

> edwardjones.com

Mike Boyles 
Financial Advisor

St Michaels Town Square 
6560 29th St Unit 106 
Greeley, CO 80634 
970-330-6771

From Your RCVFD 

Address Signs & Chimfex 
Address signs help your fire fighters find you 

FASTER when you call. Be prepared for a 

chimney fire. Ignite and place into a closed 

firebox to extinguish a chimney fire in seconds. 

To order, email officers@rcvfd.org or your Area 

Representative or call Louise at 970/217-6843.

Here’s My Card

mailto:officers@rcvfd.org
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STOVE PRAIRIE ELEMENTARY

DID YOU KNOW THAT STOVE HAS A
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM?

A BIG THANK YOU FROM ALL OF
US AT STOVE PRAIRIE!

We have many people to thank as contributors and
patrons of our school and fundraising efforts! We’d like
to thank our sponsors in particular, as well as Charlotte
A. Tilley who crafted this years quilt, and Sarah Rowan

who donated a two-night getaway in Granby, CO! 
Our fundraiser provides many special opportunities and
experiences for our students,  who might not have the

ability to do so otherwise. 
A huge thank you to the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire

Department for being such a wonderful partner to our
community as well. We appreciate you!

Next time you need services,
please consider our valued

sponsors!

WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO

WELCOME TO A NEW
SCHOOL YEAR!

We have lots of old friends and new faces
including a new school Principal, Ms. Angel! 

We hope you were able to come visit us at
our Fall Festival this year. Please note, we

are running school tours at the Fall Festival,
so if you were once a student or are

interested in the history of the school, this
is a great opportunity to visit us!

UPK is accepted! Come and see what our
wonderful program has to offer!

For more information, or to tour the
classroom, please contact Manda Theilig,
Preschool Director at 970.488.6575 or at

atheilig@psdschools.org
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Mark your calendar 
for Open Enrollment!

 Nov. 1–Jan. 15
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W I L D L A N D
E C O T E C H

RESTORING LAND. REBUILDING ECOSYSTEMS.
STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES.

Anyone can
be a part of
the solution.

Your support helps provide the tools,
materials, equipment, transportation,
and educational resources needed to

restore damaged landscapes and
expand our community programs.

 Every contribution helps turn
restoration plans into restored

ecosystems.

Wildland Ecotech is a Colorado nonprofit working to restore
ecosystems impacted by wildfire, pollution, and environmental
degradation. Through hands-on ecological restoration, community
science, STEM education, and innovative conservation technologies,
we’re helping damaged landscapes recover for people and wildlife.

Connect with us and learn more about our work at wildland.eco Bellvue, CO

volunteer donate collaborate
Get outside. Make a difference. Fuel restoration, not wildfires. Stronger together.

We have landowner approval to conduct
restoration work across more than 1,000
acres in the Bellvue, Colorado area - and

we need helping hands!

 • Native plant restoration & tree planting
 • Wetland & watershed restoration
 • Beaver dam analog construction 
 • Wildfire mitigation 
 • Native species habitat improvement
 • STEM education & community outreach

 No specialized experience is required.
We welcome all backgrounds and

experience levels.

 Every dollar
makes a differen ce .

We’re seeking community partners,
landowners, nonprofits, researchers,

educators, businesses, and conservation
organizations interested in working

together.

 Have land, expertise, equipment,
materials, funding, volunteers, research

capabilities, or another resource to share?
Contact us to see how we can work

together to create lasting ecologic change.

LET ’S BUILD SOMETHING

TOGETHER.

HELP RESTORE COLORADO ’S LANDSCAPES
VOLUNTEER  •  DONATE  •  COLLABORATE

THREE WAYS TO GET INVOLVED

ecological
restoration

wildfire
mitigation

native species
rehabilitation
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AVERY _________ 
E L E C T R I C  I N C

IN NEED OF ELECTRICAL SERVICES? 

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR  

SERVING RIST CANYON, BUCKHORN CANYON, 

POUDRE CANYON, AND THE FRONT RANGE 

970.493.3027 

www.averyelectricinc.com 

ERNST SCHOLZ OWNER/MASTER ELECTRICIAN

Submissions to the Ristwatch 

Submissions of written work or photographs are welcome and will be considered on a 

case-by-case basis. Please send submissions to the Ristwatch Editor at ristwatch@rcvfd.org.

Advertise in the Ristwatch  

The per-issue rates are: $30 business card; $60 

quarter page; $90 half page; $120 full page.

Want to wish someone a happy birthday? 

Celebrate an anniversary? Say thanks to a 

friend? Consider placing a business card ad 

(like this one on the right) in the Ristwatch. 
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Residential Propane Delivery Service 

• Yearly Propane Contracts    Contact us today for details: 
• Budge Billing Options    (970)221-5300  

• Call In Service                                       225 NW Frontage Road 

• Tank Leasing                                          Fort Collins, CO 80524 

 

 

 

 

Poudre Valley Coop 

225 NW Frontage Rd, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
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What’s Happening in 
Your Neighborhood?

4703-A Boardwalk Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80525 | 970-226-3990

Each office independently owned & operated

Louise Creager
ABR, GRI, REO, CNE, SFR
Military Specialist
Broker Associate

(970) 217-6843
LouiseCreager@gmail.com
www.LouiseCreager.com

SPECIALIZING IN RURAL & 

MOUNTAIN PROPERTIES

Your Neighbor
Since 1989

MANY BUYERS ARE LOOKING ! ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING?

Don’t wait until you are ready to list or buy! My marketing plan will have you ready from the first day 
of the listing. 

Would you like a Complimentary Real Estate Review of your property? 
Just call or email me for you personal update.

Your Neighbor and Trusted Local Professional - FULL service - FULL time REALTOR®.

410 Pearl Creek Rd, Red Feather Lakes

• ~ 16.18 Acres

• Campsite already set up, No HOA

• Utilities conveniently nearby

693 Cougar Dr, Bellvue

• ~ 3.23 Acres
• Sweeping views & 

• Perfect setting for o!-grid living

1291 Little Whale Rd, Bellvue

• 3 bed, 3 bath, 5 acres 

• Spectacular views

• 21x31 shop, No HOA

30 Sheep Horn Ct, Bellvue

• ~ 4 Acres

• Easy access to trails, hunting

• Crystal Park, No HOA

0 Stratton Park Rd, Bellvue

• ~ 35.07 Acres
• Private, gated, mtn community
• Abuts National Forest

122 Elk Way, Drake

• ~ 6.08 Acres

• Charming log home retreat tucked 

among pines & modern conveniences

440 La Hermosa Dr, Bellvue

• 5 bed, 3 baths, 9.67 acres 

• Complete horse set up

• Large barn & hay/ tractor storage

NEW!

NEW! NEW!

NEW!

255 Elk Park Rd, Livermore

• 2 bed, 1 bath, ~ 35 Acres

• Spend the day hunting, hiking, or 

playing games
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FyrePro Website

FyrePro Facebook

5609 McWhinney Blvd 
Loveland, CO 80538 
970/213-7962    |    fyrepro@gmail.com

Call us for all your FirePlace needs including:

Service 

Keep	Your	Fireplace	Safe	and	Efficient!	
Industry	standards	recommend	annual	
servicing	to	ensure	optimal	
performance	and	safety.Our	expert	
technicians	are	here	to	help.	With	our	
comprehensive	servicing,	we’ll:	

✅ 	Inspect	your	gas	unit	thoroughly.		

✅ 	Ensure	it's	operating	at	its	best,	
considering	its	age.		

✅ 	Discuss	any	necessary	repairs	with	
you.		

✅ 	Professionally	clean	the	unit.		

✅ 	Check	for	gas	and	carbon	
monoxide	leaks,	keeping	your	home	
safe.	

Don’t	wait	until	the	first	chill	hits—get	
on	our	calendar	now	and	enjoy	a	worry-
free	winter.		Call	today	for	more	details	
and	scheduling,	970/213-7962.

Installation 

FyrePro	is	a	fantastic	resource	for	
anyone	looking	to	enhance	their	
space	with	a	fireplace!		

Whether	it's	a	crackling	wood	fire	or	
the	convenience	of	gas	or	electric,	a	
fireplace	adds	charm,	ambiance,	
and	functionality	to	any	space.		With	
our	expertise	and	range	of	options,	
we	can	undoubtedly	help	bring	your	
vision	to	life.		

FyrePro	sales	staff	can	guide	you	
through	the	process,	from	selecting	
the	perfect	design	to	ensuring	
proper	installation.		

Reach	out	to	FyrePro	today	and	
start	turning	your	fireplace	dreams	
into	reality!		

Outdoor Oasis 

FyrePro	specializes	in	transforming	
outdoor	spaces	into	stunning,	
functional	retreats	by	adding	key	
features	like	outdoor	kitchens,	fire	
pits,	and	fireplaces.		

With	FyrePro's	expertise	and	
craftsmanship,	you	can	achieve	the	
outdoor	look	you	desire	while	
enhancing	the	comfort,	beauty,	and	
usability	of	your	home's	exterior.	

Whether	you're	cooking	under	the	
stars	in	your	custom	outdoor	
kitchen,	cozying	up	around	the	fire	
pit	with	loved	ones,	or	simply	
basking	in	the	warmth	of	your	
outdoor	fireplace,	FyrePro	helps	you	
create	lasting	memories	in	the	
comfort	of	your	own	backyard.
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Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Power outages… we’ve all su!ered through them.  The good news is, you don’t need to any longer.  

Generac home standby generators automatically provide backup power during a utility power outage – 

whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours or several days, your family and home are protected.   

So sure, keep the candles and flash lights, but it’s time to get serious about preparing for power outages. 

Are you prepared for Power Outages? 

Call or go online today for more information

2 61 etiuS teertS yrrebluM tsaE 946 , F snilloC tro , C odarolo  8  4250

S  :sela
S   :ecivre
W  :etisbe

9  6968.484.07
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C  moc.lortnoC-snillo
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THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR SERVICE.

FORT COLLINS 1609 East Harmony Road, 970.206.1160
1102 Lincoln Avenue, 970.223.8200

107 North College Avenue, 970.267.3650

We are proud to 
support the RCVFD

Photo credit - Jeanne Bolz



Free No Cost No Obligation 
Brokers Price Opinion for 
your Rist Canyon Property.  
*Property Owners* 
I will help You with any 
Larimer County Property Tax 

Valuation Protest for FREE. 

Thinking of selling? Sellers I am 
serious about earning your 
business and I am willing to 
donate 10% of my commission earned to RCVFD or the charity of your choice. 

Call Us Today and I will go to work for you! 

Thinking about Buying Land in Bellvue? I can be Your Buyer's Agent and Represent 
your interests; AND have Seller pay all commissions in most cases, Plus credit you 
$250 at closing for any house. 

24
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2026 Annual Drive: Budget $180,364 - 2026 Annual Drive YTD $61,976

Aberle, Ray & Jen
Allender, Cheryl C
Anders, Marjorie & Patricia
Andrasik, Candace
Armstrong, Howard & Eleanor
Arndt, Ray & Cindy 
Asche, Lyle & Janese
Atlas, Lawrence & Anne
Avery Electric, Inc. 
Bainer, Kevin & Helene
Baker, Frank & Margaret
Barnhart, Danny & Amanda 
Bartel, Betsy
Bartmann, Heather
Bassetti, Darlene
Bastian, Richard & Vicki
Bates, Harry & Carol Dollard
Batman, Leslie & Janet 
Beck, Timothy & Esther Nance
Beckwith Sally & R Striegel
Benshoof, John & D Cheuvront
Benson, Lyle & Debbie 
Bergman, Mark & S Nash
Berquist, Janice  
Bevers, Mike & Melanie
Bevers, Morris
Billica, Roger
Boltz, Jennifer
Boltz, Willie
Boulles, George & Joann
Bouska, Gorpf & Tonia 
Boyles, Mike & Renate
Brandt, David & Danna
Brault, Aaron & Stephanie 
Brautigam, Wayne & Myrna
Burggraff, Gerri
Cain, David & Connie 
Canfield, Jeff & Kim 
Carr, George Jr & A Derbyshire
Center, Janet 
Ceplecha, Len & Cheryl 
Chopp, Stephen & Diane 
Clagett, George & Sharon
Clutter, James & Patti
Cole, Joann & Charlie 
Coors, James

Cordsen, Jim & Eileen
Cox, Clay & Kathy 
Dahl, Ron & Judy 
Davis, Mitzi
Davis, Teresa Albin
Deberry, Hal & Jenny 
DeGregorio, Mark 
Dellenbach, Mary 
Dellmar, Linda 
Diederich, Tom & Lisa 
Dilbeck, Ray & Jennifer
Downing, Shane & Teri Tracy
Dreves, John & Reuel
Dukart, Lane & Sue
Eby, Fernita
Edwards, Robin & Robert
Ellmann, Jerry & Patti 
Elsner, Jeff
Embrey, William & Elaine 
England, Richard & Karen 
Ewing, LaVonne
Faber, Neil 
Fisher, Carl & Holly Randell
Franklin, Ed & Laurie 
Fried, Eric & Cheryl Rayner
Funk, William & Victoria
Gibbons, Christopher & Beth 
Gilliland, Gary & Charline
Gobbo, Allen & Diana 
Goedl, Ray
Gordon, William & June 
Gray, Charles & Caroline 
Gray, Jim & Marcy 
Guli, Mike & Sharon 
Gullikson, Mary 
Hamilton, Patricia
Harr, Tom Jr. & Bonnie
Havis, Robert
Hernandez Price, Linda M
Hogan, Scott & Paige
Hokansson, Steve & Monica
Horner, Jim & Cindy 
Huxley, Patrice
Jacobson, Cecilia
Janssen, Wendell & Debbie
Johnson, Anna 

Johnson, Darrell & Douglas
Jordan, Rick & Vicky 
Kendall, Lon & Kathy 
Key V Ranch
Kirkpatrick, Savoy & Jennifer 
Kizer-Cossins Giving Fund 
Klausmeyer, Jackie & R Pierce
Knab, Tom & Lynda 
Knuthson, Amber
Kooser, John
Koturov, Marisue & Daniel
Kramer, Donna 
Lah, Daniel & Melissa
Lauenroth, William & I Burke
Laux, John & Jenny
Lee, Ladonna 
Levick, William & Joan 
Lidmila, Michael & Melody
Lippucci, Fred & Donna 
Lira, Ernest & Judith 
Lough, Jack & Kathleen 
Lynam, Ronald
Magruder, Andy 
Mattison, Harold & Lynn
Mawhiney, Helen
Maxwell, Floyd & Ethel 
Maxwell Living Trust
May, Steve & Joy 
McCracken, Charles & Gloria
McCracken, M & D McCarthy
McDonald, M & D Falkenburg
Merriman, Joannah
Miller, CW & Carol
Milliger, Mitch & Judie
Minch, Peggy Sue & Duane
Monesson, Larry & Barbara
Morenko, Gene & A Knuthson
Moreno, Jack 
Mueller, Johanna
Muirhead, Larry & Sharon
Neal, Frank & Sharon
Neil, George & Joni
Nelson Smith, L & Oliva Smith
Nelson, Rob & Lisa 
Nielsen, Kurt 
Norman, Scott & Kathleen

Building a Better Tomorrow
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2026 Annual Drive: Budget $180,364 - 2026 Annual Drive YTD $40,589

O’Connor, Mechael 
Oesterle, Max & Pamela
Oppenlander, J & D Richmond
Page, Colleen
Pender, Joe & Christina
Perrich, Robert & Linda
Perry, Marty & Terry 
Perry, Phyllis
Peterson, Amber 
Peterson, Joel
Petross, Vincent & Darlene
Porensky, John & Lauren 
Powers, Barbara
Powers, Cathleen
Rairdon, Dan & Sharon
Reese, Paul W 
Reilly, Randall & Sandra
Reinhardt, Jerry & Carol
Rist, Marvin
Rommel, Kurt & Marga
Rosander, George & Patricia 
Rosenberg, Walt & Paula
Ruppert, Roslyn, G Claus
Ryan, Marie-Laure
Salaz, Karen
Schaal, Herb & Cindy Lechner
Schauer, Joann
Schettler, Dick & Dixie
Schipper, Bill & Linda 
Schmidt William & D Drew
Schneider, Robert & Joan 
Scholz, Ernst & Sarah
Schulke, Will & Erin Peterson
Sedlacek, Scot & Joyce Hahn
Shenk, Tanya
Shigekane, David 
Shulman, Steven & Deborah

Siegel, HJ & Janet 
Skelton, Joe & Deanna
Sloan, Cathy 
Smethurst, Ruby 
Smith, Marilyn
Smith, Steven & Anne 
Smith, Tracy & Terry Hribal
Snyder, Dale & Marilyn 
Soundy, Taylor & Carrie
Standring, Carolyn 
Stanley, Randall & Carolyn
Starkweather, Tim & Mary
Staubs, James & Peggy
Stephens, Jon & Susanne
Stewart, Ian & Elisha
Stratman, Thomas & Charlene
Stratman, Tim & Jennifer
Stringtown Gulch Road Assoc 
Swenson, Dennis 
Swindler, Lee & Sheri
Talarico, Ronald & Nanette
Taylor, Leisa
Thomas, David & Pamela
Tisserat, Ned & Jan Leach
Tisthammer, Thomas & Bridget
Vannorsdel, Dick & Carol 
Weiler, Richard & Patricia
Weixelman, Gary
Wensman, Patrick
Wernsman, Robert & Kathy 
Willauer, David & Diane 
Wilson, Nathan
Wilson, Thomas
Wolf, Jeff & Donna
Wright, David & Jennifer
Zausen, Gregory & Sheryl

Building a Better Tomorrow

Thanks to everyone!  

Your support is so important  

to the health of our RCVFD!  

THANK YOU! 

If we missed you, email Diane at Treasurer@rcvfd.org or call 312/244-0976.

mailto:Treasurer@rcvfd.org


2025 RCVFD Board of Directors — RCVFDboard@rcvfd.org 

President  Neil Faber   720/205-8447 president@rcvfd.org 

Vice President H.J. Siegel   970/416-9062  vicepresident@rcvfd.org 

Chief, 2nd VP Mark Neuroth  303/748-5243  chief@rcvfd.org 

Secretary  Pam Thomas  970/472-0576 secretary@rcvfd.org 

Treasurer  Diane McCarthy  312/244-0976  treasurer@rcvfd.org 

Asst. Treasurer Melanie Bevers  970/817-1505  assistanttreasurer@rcvfd.org 

Ristwatch Editor Ellison Carter  219/241-7141  ristwatch@rcvfd.org 

RCVFD Area Representatives 

Lower Buckhorn Dean Yoder   720/635-9012 

Upper Buckhorn Erica Michel   970/222-1795  

Davis Ranch  Carolyn Stanley  970/221-2024  

Rist Canyon  Debbie Benson  720/999-3003 

Stove Prairie Tim Stratman  970/484-2821 

Stratton Park Louise Creager  970/217-6843 

Whale Rock  Roger Dev   970/658-0360

To add, remove, or correct  

your mailing address,  

please email Diane McCarthy at  

mailinglist@rcvfd.org or call 

312/244-0976.

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department  
P. O. Box 2 
Bellvue, CO  80512 

www.rcvfd.org 

NON PROFIT ORG 
PRESORTED 
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