
Letter from the President, cont’d.

Happy New Year to everyone! 2017 has been a very 
interesting year to say the least. There were many 
changes we have all had to adjust to, and many 
changes that were welcomed events.  

In 2017 the RCVFD Annual Drive Committee, Co-
Chaired and spearheaded by Jon Stephens, Sue 
Stephens along with Gabrielle Borin and the 
RCVFD Area Representatives, had a very successful 
annual drive for our department. This past year is the 
first in many years our donations from RCVFD 
members have reached our annual budget dollar 
amount. RCVFD owes a Big Thank You to the 
Annual Drive Committee.  

The main goal of the Annual Drive Committee was 
to get 100% contribution from our fire district 
property owners. Sadly our property owners 
represented only 40% of  our fire district donations. 
Being one of only three totally donation based 
departments in the State of Colorado, RCVFD relies 
solely on donations to function in the capacity it 
does. In the event of a tragedy, whether fire or 
medical, RCVFD Responders will be the first faces 
you will see. Please help us maintain our great level 
of response by contributing and helping RCVFD 
reach the goal in 2018 of 100% of property owners 
participating in the success of our community. 

We have had a few changes in RCVFD Board of 
Directors positions for 2018. Jenn Nolte served as 
the 2017 Vice President, festival coordinator and 
past Area Rep. for Whale Rock. We thank you, Jenn, 
for your commitment to RCVFD. H. J. Seigel will 
be replacing Jenn as Vice President for 2018.  
Shane Downing has decided to step down as Area 
Rep. at Large. Shane has served in the past as Vice 
President and has also been responsible for writing 
the RCVFD Annual Drive letters sent out quarterly. 
The things mentioned previously, along with Shane’s 
so popular ice cream tent at the festival, will surely 
be missed, we thank you for your service. 

Deb Pedersen has stepped down as Davis Ranch 
Area Rep. Deb has been the Area Rep. for several 
years and also in past years has been a big factor in 
the festival success. Thank you Deb for your 
dedication to RCVFD. Deb will be replaced by 
Sandy Reilly. 

Juana Jackson wants to devote more time to being a 
First Responder so she is stepping down as Rist 
Canyon Area Rep. Thank you, Juana, for your 
fulfillment of two positions in 2017 and continuing 
your devotion to RCVFD through the First 
Responder position. Juana has been replaced as Area 
Rep. by Jeff Yarberry. 
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Letter from the President, cont’d.
Again we thank all of the community members 
for their volunteer commitment to help make our 
community as great as it is. 

Thank you to those stepping up to fill the Board 
of Director positions and also all Board Members, 
First Responders and EMTs returning for 2018. 

Remember, if you need RCVFD, they will be 
there. Please help by donating in 2018. 

Dale Snyder 
President, RCVFD Will RCVFD find 

you when they 
need to? Consider 
purchasing a 
reflective sign. Just 
$15! All we need is 
your address. 
Order today! Call 
Louise Creager at 
970.217.6843.

 

Working with clients to provide creative solutions and exciting enhancements to any space! 

Jeremy Lawson, owner of Lawson’s Handyman Services LLC, grew up in the mountains west of Fort Collins, so he learned at an early 
age how to be handy. “I learned from my father and by ‘tinkering’ how to fix, build, modify and maintain just about anything,”  

A Colorado State University graduate, Jeremy began his professional career as the General Manager of Downtown Ace Hardware in 
Fort Collins. He enjoyed helping customers with their projects and home repairs for 17 years at Ace, before he started his own 
business. 

“Lawson’s Handyman Services developed out of a passion for helping people and doing what I love,” said Jeremy. “I pride myself on 
providing high-quality work and customer service, with honesty and reliability.” 

Jeremy’s expertise includes repairs and a large variety of projects both inside and outside the home.   

For more information, call Jeremy at 970-672-6559 or email Jeremy@lawsonshandymanservices.com. 

Visit our website at www.lawsonshandymanservices.com 

 



Chief’s Report
There is a delay of a few weeks between when 
I write these columns and when you read 
them. It always seems like when something is 
relevant as I write this, it is completely wrong 
by the time you see it.  In this case, I hope 
that is true. Right now, the canyon is quite 
dry. I would love for there to be a good layer 
of snow by the time you see this newsletter.   

With chinook winds that often come this time 
of year, we are a little worried about the 
potential for wildland fire.  Please do your 
part to minimize fire risk by being extra 
cautious with things that could start a fire.  
This includes carefully disposing of your wood 
stove ashes; taking water with you when you 
use your chainsaw, just in case there are 
sparks from your equipment; and not burning 
slash piles unless the proper conditions exist.  
Check the conditions on your burn permit, but 
typically it is at least three inches of snow, 
less than 10 mph winds, daylight hours only 
and piles must be attended.  In addition, you 
cannot burn stumps or large logs (greater than 
six inches in diameter). The county ordinance 
governing slash burning is at https://

apps.larimer.org/burnpermit/
open_burning_ordinance.pdf. 

One other topic I wanted to cover was the new 
fire district sign at the bottom of the canyon.  
First, to alleviate any concerns from our 
friends and neighbors in the lower canyon—it 
is in the wrong place. We used to have a fire 
district marker, but it was knocked down and 
had not been in place for years. We worked 
with the County to get a new one installed; 
however, they installed it in the wrong place.  
We are working to get it moved to the proper 
place (near mile marker 7). The confusion 
comes from the fact that Rist Canyon and PFA 
response area overlaps in the lower canyon.  
There is an area (mostly Whale Rock) where 
we are jointly dispatched with PFA if there are 
incidents in this area. I hope that by the time 
you read this the sign will be in the proper 
place a few miles down the canyon. 

As always, if you have any questions please 
email me at chief@rcvfd.org. 

Carol Dollard 
Chief, RCVFD

2017 in Review 

For those of you who like facts and figures, 
here is a brief summary of 2017:

Total Calls 61

Fire Calls 25

Medical Calls 36

Average Call Duration 2:00

Longest Call in area 7:15

Mutual Aid Calls to other Departments 2

Average Responders per Call 6

Training/Planning Meetings 37

BLS/CPR Classes Available  
for Community Members 

Where: Station 1

When: Saturdays, February 24th and March 3rd 

I will be holding BLS/CPR Classes on February 
24th and March 3rd. There are a few firefighters 
who will have first priority, but I would like to 
offer the open spots to the community. More 
details to come.


Ron Hall-Estand 
Chief Medical Officer
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Treasurer’s Notes

The financial ending to 2017 for RCVFD was a great one! 
Why do I say that? We as a community reached a goal 
that was set at the beginning of 2017, to have the annual 
drive fund the budget! We did that and a little more. As we 
move forward from using the mountain festival as the 
major fundraiser for any budget shortfall, the annual drive 
becomes very important as the main catalyst for funding 
the fire department. Grants are being applied for and this 
year the fire department did receive one grant for $10,000 
to be used for upgrading needed personnel fire gear.   

The RCVFD response area covers approximately 110 
square miles and has somewhere around 1,200 land 
owners. This year we had just over 43% participating in 
the annual drive. That percentage is fairly good but we 
can do better. If we all give our support, big or little, 
RCVFD will be healthy and vibrant into the future. We can 
grow and stay a self-funded fire department and not have 
to see a line item on our tax notification for being a tax 
district. A tax district means county, state and federal 
regulations; and being self funded means we, as a 
community, can operate as we see our needs. I would 
much rather see an annual fund raising letter in the mail 

than another tax line item. All the RCVFD 
volunteers, especially the fire and medical 
personnel, thank each and every one of you for 
your support in 2017!   

Richard Lund 
RCVFD Treasurer 



Thanks are due . . . 

To outgoing Vice President Jenn Nolte, and Area Reps, Shane Downing, Juana 
Jackson and Deb Pedersen. Your participation was invaluable and will be 
missed.


To all the 2017 Festival coordinators, committee chairs and committee 
members. Your hard work and dedication were critical to the festival’s success.


Thank you all, and to all the unsung heros who volunteer at the festival and 
in the community.  

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart.”  
~Elizabeth Andrew

6208 South College Avenue 
Fort Collins                    970.223.5197 

Located 1 1/4 miles south of Harmony  
on the east side of College Avenue, 
just south of Poudre Pet and Feed. 

www.coloradospas.com              
info@coloradospas.com 

http://www.coloradospas.com
mailto:info@coloradospas.com
http://www.coloradospas.com
mailto:info@coloradospas.com


 

 THANK YOU FOR A WONDERFUL 2017! 

Buckhorn ~ Stove Prairie ~ Rist Canyon  

   

 

BUYERS ARE LOOKING - Thinking of Selling? 
 

Don’t Wait Till You are Ready to List or Buy! 
Professional – FULL Service – FULL Time Realtor® 

 

Call Today - 970.217.6843  

Your Neighbor Since 1989 

 

  

Louise Creager 
ABR,GRI,REO,CNE,SFR 
Military Residential Specialist! 
Broker Associate 
 

Moving you forward! 
 

Stratton Park Resident 
X  RCVFD member since 1989 W 
970.217.6843 
LouiseCreager@gmail.com 
www.LouiseCreager.com 

 Peaceful Days & Starry Nights 
� 20 Fabulous Acres 
� Master Suite w/Private Office 
� Private Cabin for Guests 
� Large Heated 2 Car Garage Incl  
Separate Hobby Room + 1 Car Garage 
� � 30 Minutes to Town 
 

Views of Horsetooth 
� 3300+ Square Feet 
� Over 20 Acres 
� Oversized Extra 2 Car Garage 
� Gourmet Kitchen 
� 35 Minutes to Old Town  
 

 Top of the Hill 
� 80 Acres 
� Views of Stove Prairie and Beyond 
� Choose Your Special Spot to Build 
� Privacy and Seclusion 
� 30 Minutes to Town 
 

Red Feather Lakes 
� Great Location 
� Lake Behind the Property 
� 9 Hole Golf Course  
� Close to All that Red Feather  
              Has to Offer! 

Always Something New Available 
� Will this be Your Listing? 
� Land or Residential? 
� Water Views? 
� Privacy and Seclusion? 
� Fenced area for horses or..? 
 

CALL FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

Each office independently 
owned and operated. 



2018 Board of Directors
Dale Snyder, President 
Dale has lived in Davis Ranch since 1994. He is a 
retired builder and a past board member. 

Carol Dollard, Fire Chief and 2nd Vice President 
Carol has served as Fire Chief since October 2015. 
She joined RCVFD shortly after moving to the 
canyon in 1983 and has been an active firefighter 
since then. In her “other life” she is an Energy 
Engineer for Facilities Management at Colorado 
State University. 

H. J. Seigel, Vice President 
H.J. Siegel has been a RCVFD Firefighter since he 
moved to Colorado in 2001, was certified as an 
Emergency Medical Responder in 2009, and joined 
the RCVFD Grant Writing Committee last year to 
help get funding. H.J. was a Professor at Purdue 
University from 1976 to 2001, a Professor at 
Colorado State University from 2001 to 2017 (now 
a “Professor Emeritus”),  and was the first Director 
of the university-wide CSU Information Science and 
Technology Center from 2002 to 2013. 

Richard Lund, Treasurer 
Richard has lived in Rist Canyon since 1991 and 
been a volunteer for the RCVFD since 2001, 
serving as a Board Member, President, and now 
Treasurer. 

Leisa Taylor, Secretary 
Leisa moved to Rist Canyon in 2013 and has been 
on the BOD since 2015. Leisa is the Outreach 
Coordinator with the Global Village Museum of Arts 
and Cultures in Fort Collins, a Davis Ranch Road 
walker, crazy cat lady and baker of the best 
Southern pecan pie you’ve ever had! Jack Daniels 
is the secret ingredient. 

Bridget Tisthammer, Ristwatch Editor 
Bridget and her husband, Thom, moved to Rist 
Canyon in 1989. They raised two children here, 
who went to Stove Prairie school. She has been 
involved with the RCVFD as Ristwatch editor since 
2015. 

Don Diemer, Buckhorn Rep 
Don left the nuclear energy industry to cut and sell 
firewood, work as a cabinet shop apprentice, build 
custom log furnishings, and for the last 27 years 
has been the hand on a small ranch west of 
Loveland. He is currently 15 years into caretaking 
property on both the upper and lower ends of 
Buckhorn Creek. Don has continued to teach 
himself guitar and entertain at small old time 
country festivals and venues in the upper midwest. 

Sandy Deraney-Reilly, Davis Ranch Rep 
Sandy served as President of the Redstone Estates 
Road Association from  2015-2017. She and her 
husband have lived in the Davis Ranch area for 
around 20 years. Their first home was built in 1999, 
and was lost in the 2012 fires. They rebuilt in 
2014. She is a licensed psychologist and has 
maintained a private practice in Fort Collins for over 
20 years. She has three daughters and seven 
grandchildren, all of whom live in the Denver 
area. They enjoy gathering with the family, hiking, 
camping and traveling. She values serving the 
community in which she lives.  

Jeff Yarberry, Rist Canyon Rep 
Jeff and Michele Yarberry moved to Rist Canyon in 
August 2016, and knew that they were finally home. 
They enjoy meeting their neighbors, and are 
looking forward to meeting more folks, and 
becoming more of a part of this community. Jeff is a 
Management Analyst with the USDA’s Emergency 
Response agency, APHIS (Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service), and has served on other non-
profit boards, and volunteered with humanitarian 
relief efforts around the world for nearly 15 years. 
Jeff and Michele welcome the opportunity to 
become more involved in the community, and look 
forward to the journey ahead. 

Jill Smith, Stove Prairie Rep 
Jill and her family moved to Stove Prairie in 2007. 
Her two children, Dylan and Rylie, attended Stove 
Prairie School. Jill is originally from Montana and 
loves everything about the mountains. She spends 
most of her time transporting her kids to all their 
sports and activities but is always ready to spend 
time with the great friends she has met in this 
community, and looks forward to working 
with the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Dept. Board. 

Louise Creager, Stratton Park Rep 
Louise moved to the Rist Canyon area in 1989. Her 
children attended Stove Prairie, and she has been 
involved with RCVFD in many capacities: Vice-
President,  Mountain Festival coordinator; founder 
and chair of the Firefighter Silent Auction, originator 
of the fire department’s 501(c)3 non-profit status; 
Chair of the Fine Art Auction and Board Member as 
Stratton Park Road Representative since 2009. 

Brian Finley, Whale Rock Rep 
Brian has owned property in Whale Rock since 
2008. He is a career firefighter, working with the 
National Forest Service, Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife and the Alpine Hotshots. Brian is currently a 
student at CSU, working on his Fire Science 
degree. 



 

Wolf Roofing     Rist Canyon 

Serving Rist Canyon and All Larimer County 

Roofing 
All Types 

References 
493-7472



RCVFD at the 2017 Stove Prairie Winter Festival

It was a beautiful, sunny Colorado winter day 
when RCVFD WAS THERE at the December 
2nd Stove Prairie School Winter 
Festival. Shown in the photo was our large 
"Burma Shave" sign continuing our 2017 
campaign to provide a greater understanding 
of the RCVFD. 

Information in the RCVFD tent included photos 
of High Park Fire Responders, the RCVFD 
response area map, a roster of RCVFD Board 
of Directors, Area Reps and first responders, a 
display encouraging 100% community 
participation, a KIDDE Fire Extinguisher 
RECALL poster. 

We also created an Annual Drive donation 
display, “Why the ANNUAL DRIVE is 
Imperative for the RCVFD's Financial Future”.  

In addition, we had information hand out bags 
for mountain residents and sign-up information 
for the Ristwatch and the Community Alert. 
Residence address signs were available for 
purchase. 

Staffing the tent during the day were the 
following: 
Gabrielle Borin, Louise Creager, Don Diemer, 
Laura Franklin, Eddie Franklin, Juana 
Jackson, H.J. Siegel, Jill Smith, Marilyn 
Snyder, Dale Snyder, Sue Stephens, Jon 
Stephens. Caleb Rairdon helped with setup. 

On behalf of the RCVFD we would like to 
encourage everyone to visit the RCVFD web 
site: RCVFD.org. 

Mark McCracken has provided the community 
with this informative, comprehensive 
information source.

RCVFD tent at the Stove Prairie Winter Festival  
Pictured in the back row are Eddie Franklin and Dale Snyder 

Front row: Jon Stephens, Juana Jackson, Laura Franklin and H. J. Siegel 

http://rcvfd.org/
http://rcvfd.org/


Thank You, Ristwatch Advertisers!

Abacus Mechanical 
Bank of Colorado 
Buckhorn Carvings 
Buckhorn Insulating 

Buckville Energy Consulting 
Canyon Spirit Gallery 

Colorado Spas 
Continental West Realty 

Louise Creager 
Fort Collins Nursery 

FyrePro 
High Altitude Associates 

Lawson’s Handyman Services 

Loveland/Johnstown Ready-mix 
Concrete 

Lundstedt Automotive 
Mile High Land and Homes 

New Frontier Electric 
Phantom Screens 

Poudre Valley Co-op 
Marvin Rist 

Ron’s Equipment 
Shipp’s Plumbing and Heating 

Stove Prairie Community Church 
Stove Prairie School PTO 
Whalesworth Woodworking 

Wolf Roofing 

The following advertisers help us pay for the Ristwatch: 

Please support these businesses, and while you’re talking to them, thank 
them for their advertising dollars! 

Advertise in the 
Ristwatch! 

Reaches over 1,200 homes! 

Ad Size—Rates 
Full Page—$75 
Half Page—$50 

Quarter Page—$35 
Business Card—$15 

Community Classifieds 
$1 per line for a 4” wide ad. No businesses, 
please. 

Business ads, classified ads, community 
news and photos can be submitted to the 
Editor at ristwatch@rcvfd.org. 



Here’s My Card . . .

Worship Service every Sunday at 10 AM 
Sky Corral Lodge   482-3237 
8233 Old Flowers Road   Bellvue

SSTTUUMMPPEEDD??
Let me carve it into
something special!

ardella@buckhorncarvings.com

997700--228866--00881122

BB UCKHORNUCKHORN
CC ARVINGSARVINGS

CUSTOM CHAINSAW CUSTOM CHAINSAW CARVINGSCARVINGS

NEW FRONTIER ELECTRIC 

 
Residential—Commercial—Solar 

Kevin Stamm 
Master Electrician 

720-936-6892 

 
Newfrontierelectric@gmail.com 

BUCKHORN INSULATING INC.

MENTION THIS AD AND BUCKHORN INSULATING 
WILL DONATE 5% OF YOUR JOB TOTAL TO RCVFD

Fiberglass Attic Blown Insulation
Fiberglass Batt Insulating: Custom Homes, Additions, Garages,

Crawl Spaces, Etc.

RONALD REES 970-217-4307 FREE ESTIMATES



 RCVFD News and Notes
From the Upper Buckhorn Area Rep, 
aka Don.......senior squatter.   

Watch the ice.  

Thanks to all the contributors from the Upper Buckhorn area 
who may have donated to the 2017 RCVFD Annual Fund Drive. 
Having reached the goal for last year, it's time to consider how 
to do it again and how to involve more of your neighbors. If you 
have an idea that will generate a lot of donation money and cost 
next to nothing to produce, please stop by Mile Marker 31 and 
we'll have a little chit-chat, they would love to hear about it down 
at the monthly board meeting.   

And stand at attention when the Buckhorn's new red RCVFD fire 
truck goes by.  

Happy New Year          
Don Diemer 

Thank you to all who 
donated their time and/or 
money to the RCVFD last 
year.  Lets make 2018 
another great year! 

Jill Smith 
Stove Prairie Rep

My granddad always said you should fight fire with fire. Maybe that's why he got fired from the fire service.

There are some great photos on the website that show our responders in action. In this issue I’d like to 
feature the Spring Glade Fire:

July 22, 2017 RCVFD responded to an urgent request for mutual aid to help with the Spring Glade Wildfire. 
The fire was located at Coyote Ridge Nature Reserve in south Fort Collins. We were able to staff a type 6 
engine as well as our type 3. Over 15 agencies were present. RCVFD was proud to be part of a strike force 
and fight the fire alongside our awesome partners from Glacier View VFA, Livermore VFA and Wellington FD. 
Our team was led by a supervisor from Larimer County Emergency Services. At the time of these photos the 
fire had burned approximately 360 acres. Check out more of these great pictures from Eddie Franklin, 
Kathryn Touran and Erik Williams at rcvfd.org.

I’m honored to serve as the Area Rep 
for Rist Canyon. If you live in Rist 
Canyon, and have any questions 
related to either the Fire Department 
or our Donation drive, please send 
me a note through the RCVFD web 
site. Just click on the “Contact” link 
for me. Thanks!


Jeff Yarberry 
Rist Canyon Area Rep 





Living with Coyotes in Colorado

Perhaps no other wild animal has endured the wrath 
of humans while evoking such genuine heartfelt 
admiration quite like the coyote. Some people curse 
their existence; Native Americans consider them to 
be the smartest animal on earth, calling 
them "God’s dog", and many urbanites revel in 
opportunities to see and hear these vocal predators.  
The coyote’s success is attributed to the coyote’s own 
ability to adapt. Coyotes have adjusted very well to 
human-disturbed environments, and now thrive in 
close proximity to people. 

Coyotes are opportunistic hunters. They prey on 
small mammals, domestic pets, livestock, and 
domestic fowl but will also readily eat carrion and 
plants. A coyote will adjust its diet depending on the 
food that is available. In Colorado, coyotes are 
classified as a game species and may be taken year-
round with either a small game or a furbearer 
license. Landowners may kill coyotes, without a 
license, on their land if the coyotes threaten their 
property or livestock.  

Humans can coexist with coyotes. The following 
guidelines can help you and your family to be 
Coyote Wise. All Front Range communities are 
home to coyotes. Coyotes in populated areas are less 
fearful of people. They have been known to attack 
pets and approach people too closely. 

Your Home & Coyotes: 
Never Feed Coyotes! 

➢ Remove attractants from your yard, 
including pet food, water sources, bird 
feeders and fallen fruit. 

➢ Secure trash in a container with a locking lid 
or put trash out on the morning of pick up. 

➢ Deter coyotes with a 6 foot privacy fence. 
➢ Never approach wildlife. If a coyote 

approaches, yell, throw rocks or sticks at it, 
spray with a hose, or bang pots and pans. 

If a Coyote Approaches You: 
➢ Do not run or turn your back. 
➢ Be as big and loud as possible. 
➢ Wave your arms and throw objects. 
➢ Face the coyote and back away slowly. 
➢ If attacked, fight back. 

Protect Your Pets: 
➢ Keep pets on a short (6-foot) leash. 
➢ Use extra caution dusk through dawn. 
➢ Avoid known or potential den sites and 

thick vegetation. 
➢ Do not allow dogs to play or interact with 

coyotes. 
➢ Pick up small pets if confronted by a coyote. 
➢ Always supervise your pet when outside, 

especially at dawn or dusk. 
➢ Never leave cats or dogs outside after dark. 
➢ Don't leave pet food outside. 
➢ If you must leave your pet outside, secure it 

in a fully enclosed kennel.  

Be Prepared! 
If you have concerns about an encounter with 
a coyote: 

➢ Recreate during daylight hours. 
➢ Walk with a walking stick. 
➢ Keep a deterrent spray handy. 
➢ Carry noise makers or rocks to throw.  

The Denver Post recently reported that coyotes are 
especially aggressive during January and February, 
their breeding season.1 

If you have an emergency situation involving 
coyotes, contact the nearest Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife office, Monday-Friday, during regular 
business hours. Outside normal business hours, 
contact the Colorado State Patrol or your county's 
sheriff 's office. 

Reprinted from the 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife website 

cpw.state.co.us 
1. Jesse Paul, “Colorado wildlife officials: Coyotes get 

aggressive during January-February breeding season,” 
Denver Post, January 6, 2017

http://www.csp.state.co.us/commcenter.html
http://cpw.state.co.us
http://www.csp.state.co.us/commcenter.html
http://cpw.state.co.us




Three Easy Ways to Support the RCVFD

It’s easy! 

!Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
the charitable organization of your 
choice. 

!AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you 
know. Same products, same prices, 
same service! 

!Support Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire 
Department anytime you shop on 
Amazon. Once you set it up – it’s 
automatic! 

Go to www.smile.amazon.com. 
If you have an account, sign in. 

Go to www.coloradogives.org/ 
Under “Find a Nonprofit” 
Enter: Rist Canyon VFD 

In the Rist Canyon VFD window, 
click on “Donate”. 

RCVFD provides wildland and structural fire 
protection as well as medical emergency 
services to over 110 square miles of northern 
Colorado Front Range. Please help us continue 
this important service to not only residents 
but also visitors and guests to this area. Your 
support is invaluable to maintain the safety in 
this area. Please consider a donation of any 
size. 

Neighborhood Rewards 
Program 

Buy a preloaded $5 gift card by 
calling Bridget at 484-6724. At 
the King Soopers checkout 
counter, load the card with the 
desired amount of money. Use 
the card to purchase anything at 
King Soopers—food, 
prescriptions, gas, and other 
items. RCVFD receives 5% of all 
purchases using the preloaded 
gift card!

https://www.coloradogives.org/
http://www.AmazonSmile.com
https://www.coloradogives.org/
http://www.AmazonSmile.com


INC

FREE LENNOX HEALTHY CLIMATE FILTRATION SYSTEM 
AC ADD ON/ FURNACE OR BOILER UPGRADE 

BOILER HEATING? 
Put a brain on your boiler!  As the temp falls outside, you need 
warmer water to heat your home.  Let us help you save a ton 
of energy by controlling this water temperature with an 
outdoor reset control.

RADIANT FLOOR HEATING?  
If you experience large temperature swings and have to kick 
the sheets off at night, we can help you get your radiant floor 
system dialed in to be comfortable and efficient!  

INVITE US TO GIVE YOU A FREE CONSULTATION ON YOUR 
HEATING SYSTEMS TO GIVE YOU IDEAS ON HOW TO 
ACHIEVE YOUR HOME COMFORT GOALS.

Abacus Mechanical is a full service HVAC provider with a commitment to an outstanding 
customer experience.  Let us help you understand you many comfort options and identify 

where you can save money moving forward.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

970-221-2665
www.abacusmechanical .com mike.snyder@abacusmechanical .com

$200 VALUE

BUY ONE MITSUBISHI MINI SPLIT AIR CONDITIONER 
AND GET SECOND ONE HALF OFF. 

$1000 VALUE
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Thanks to the parents, teachers and all our 
friends who attended the annual Winter Festival. On 
this day friends—new and old—return to this 
historic place for this time-honored event. With the 
proceeds, the Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO) 
sponsors all field trips and fulfills many needs not 
met by school budgets; and they make it fun! 

Thursday, January 25—Kindergarten 
Orientation/Registration Meeting 
We invite parents and prospective kindergartners to 
attend the Kindergarten Registration and 
Orientation Meeting at 11:00 on Thursday, January 
25th. You can learn about the kindergarten program 
while your child engages in activities in the K/1 
classroom. 

Children who turn 5 years old by September 15 can 
attend the FREE full-day program here at 3891 
Stove Prairie Road, west of Bellvue, beginning in 
the fall. On Thursday, January 25, parents should 
bring the child’s birth certificate and immunization 
record to register at any time, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., for the 2018-2019 school year.  

If you know of families in our attendance area with 
young, pre-school aged children, please let them 
know about Stove Prairie School. New families can 
call us at 488-6575 and let us know they live within 
the area that extends north of the school to Poudre 
Canyon, south to mile marker 19 and west to 
Pennock Pass in the Buckhorn Canyon, and east 
over Ford Hill in Rist Canyon down to and including 
Davis Ranch Road. Thank you! 

School Choice Deadline Friday, January 26 for 
Elementary Schools 
Families who live outside of our attendance area 
and have young children who would like to, can 
attend Stove Prairie through the School Choice 
option in Poudre School District.  

To apply, go online to:  http://
psdschoolchoiceapplication.com/site.php for 
information and procedures. Applications entered 
by the deadline will be considered for the 
2018-2019 school year. 

Preschool 
Base Camp Preschool meets each morning on 
Monday-Thursday from 8-12.  Three- to five-year-
old children can attend half-days on any days that 
parents prefer. Right now, we have some space 
available. ☺ Call 488-6585 for more information. 

Year-Round Fundraising in Partnership with 
Businesses 
Thank you to the community members who help the 
school: 
• King Soopers has a splendid deal where we can 

earn $250 every time card-reloads amount to 
$5,000, earning a 5% donation to the PTO. We 
keep them here at the school. First you buy a 
card for $5, with that much loaded on the card 
already. Take it to the service desk at a King 
Soopers store and load with amount you 
choose. Shop. Use your card to pay for your 
purchases and a percentage of the total will 
benefit our school. It also works for gas. Thank 
you! 

• Box Tops for Education are found on hundreds 
of your favorite products including Betty 
Crocker, Nestle, Ziploc, Avery, Hefty, Kleenex, 
Pillsbury, Green Giant, Land O Lakes, Hanes, 
Nature Valley, and MANY more!  Every Box Top 
you turn in to Stove Prairie is worth ten cents for 
our school and that adds up fast! Just send 
those to the school.  

Best wishes to you all in the New Year! 
Debi Randol

Notes from Stove Prairie School 
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Shipp’s Plumbing 
and Heating 

970.215.3051 
Family Owned & Operated 

24/7 Service 

Steve Shipp
Owner/Master Plumber

steve@shippsplumbingandheating.com
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Thank You Stove Prairie School and Poudre Valley REA!
Stove Prairie Elementary won 2nd place in REA's NoCo Gives Back food drive 
(see attached letter). Stove Prairie Elementary chose RCVFD as the recipient 
of the matching $250 prize. 

Save the date!             May 5, 2018 

3rd Annual Open House and Wildfire 
Community Preparedness Day 



December 31, 2017 Annual Drive   Budget $80,632 / 2017 Donations $82,579
Abramson, Robb / C. Volpe 
Adams, Charles / Rita 
Anderson, Alan / Susan James 
Anderson, Annette 
Anderson, Douglas 
Anderson, Robert 
Andrasik, Candace 
Arguello, Francisca 
Armstrong, Howard / Eleanor 
Arndt, Ray / Cindy 
Arrieta, Ruben / Claudia 
Asche, Lyle / Janese 
Astorga, J.R. / Nancy 
Astrid Starship LLC 
Bainer,  Helene 
Baker, Barry / J Karyl Ting 
Baker, Frank / Margaret 
Baker, Pat 
Barnhart, Danny / Amanda 
Bartel, Betsy 
Bartmann, Heather 
Bastian, Richard / Vicki 
Bates, Harry / Carol Dollard 
Batman, Leslie / Janet 
Beckemeyer, Bob / Theresa 
Bender, Tom 
Benshoof, John / D. Cheuvront 
Benson John / Nancy 
Berquist Farms 
Berquist, Harold / Janice 
Best, David / Katharine 
Bevers, Mike / Melanie 
Big D Properties 
Billica, Roger 
Bjorio, Douglas / Pam 
Bohlender, DeWayne 
Bolte, John / Marian 
Boltz, Willie 
Boscan, Pedro / Kathryn T. 
Braden, Hal / Carrie 
Brandt, David / Danna 
Brault, Aaron / Stephanie 
Brautigam, Wayne / Myrna 
Brazill, Richard / Jacqueline 
Breeze, Frank / Sharon 
Brian, James 
Brien, Jim 
Budge, David / Carol 
Bureker, Richard / Debbie 
Burggraff, Gerri 
Burrows, Royal / Sue 
Cain, David / Connie 
Cairns, Terry / Inara Rudmanis 
Cambell K. / Debbie 
Carey, Patricia 

Carter, Ray 
Ceplecha, Jesse 
Cerovski, Errol / Annette Holt 
Chandler, Ken / Rita 
Chilen, John / Debbie 
Chinn, Dick 
Clagett, George / Sharon 
Clark, Coleen 
Cluett, Albert / Jennifer 
Clutter, James / Patti 
Cope, Kent / Jennifer 
Corbitt, Beth / Jennifer Rehder 
Coulter, Dean / Nancy 
Cox, Charles 
Cox, Clay / Kathy 
Creager, BJ / Louise 
Dahl, Ron / Judy 
Dalbotten, Robert / Tammy 
Daniels, Bruce 
Davidson, Linda 
Davis, Dan / Sandy 
Davis, Jack / Mitzi 
Dazbog Coffee Store 
De Berry, Hal / Jenny 
Degregorio, Mark 
Dellmar, Linda 
Desuza, Frank / Fedosia 
Diederich, Tom & Lisa 
Dion, Joseph / Marilyn 
Doherty, Paul Jr. / Kate Huyvaert 
Downing, Shane / Teri Tracy 
Dreves, John / Reuel 
Drost, Cheryl 
Duffy, Paul / Julie Knudson 
Edwards, Helen 
Ehrman, Joe 
Eisentraut, Gregory 
Ellmann, Jerry / Patti 
Elsner, Jeff / Carol 
Embrey, William / Elaine 
Ewing, Rex / LaVonne 
Eyestone, Gail 
Fackler, Glen / Carol 
Fagan, Sean / Laura 
Fialko, John / Linda 
Figi, Randall 
Fisher, Carl / Holly Randell 
Forbs, Glen / Karen 
Fortenberry, Vance / Trudie 
Franklin, Ed / Laurie 
Frazier, Dann 
Frei, Nicholas 
Fried, Eric 
Friedman, Greg 
Fromme, Diane 

Fry, Larry / Paula 
Gadeken, Leonard / Shirley 
Garry, Franklyn / Mary Adams 
Gaylord, Marjorie 
Gebo, Michael / Paula 
Gettman, Gary / Anita Comer 
Gilliland, Gary / Charline 
Goedl, Ray / Phyllis 
Goff, David 
Goodyear, Gregory / Josie 
Gordon, William / June 
Gore, Michael / Petra 
Gorpf / Tonia Bouska 
Graves, Sherry 
Gray, Charles / Caroline 
Gray, Jim / Marcy 
Griffin, Mary 
Griffin, Scott / Beverly 
Guerin, Kenneth / Vicki 
Guli, Michael 
Guyton, James 
Hamilton, Scott / Patty 
Hammond, Alan / Jean 
Hansen, Mike / Jan 
Hansen, Ron / Vicky 
Hanson, Chuck / Sheryl 
Harr, Tom Jr. / Bonnie 
Hartzell, Lloyd / Sharon 
Hebbert, Roger / Bonnie 
Herrera, David / Lisa 
High Country Landscaping 
Hill, Charles / Mary 
Hill, Leona 
Hoffman, Dennis J. 
Holtzer, Thomas / Irene 
Horn, John / Kathryn 
Horner, Donald / Janice 
Horner, Jim / Cindy 
Houchin, Kevin / Abra 
Houska, Dennis / Noreen 
Howerton, Blaine 
Hueser, Joseph / Kay 
Hunt, Paul 
Hunter, Harry / Constance 
Hutchinson, Douglas / Catherine 
Huxley, Patrice 
Huzieff, Sean / Julia 
Jackson, Tim / Juana 
Jacobson, Cecilla 
Janssen, Wendell / Debbie 
Jiron, Jeremy / Christy 
Johnson , Cy S. 
Johnson, Darrell 
Johnson, James / Sarah 
Johnson, LaRue / Mary 

Cont’d on next page



December 31, 2017 Annual Drive, cont’d.

Cont’d on next page

Johnson, Victor / Anna 
Johnston, Brett / Trisha 
Jordan, Rick / Vicky 
Kainu, Anne 
Keirns, Don / Wanda 
Kendall, Lon / Kathy 
Kindsfather Family 
Klausmeyer, Jackie / Randy Pierce 
Knab, Tom / Lynda 
Knoedler, Louise 
Kodiack Studios (Brett Carr) 
Kolszak, Michael 
Kooser, John 
Koren, Steve 
Koturov, Marisue / Daneil 
Kramer, Dan / Donna 
Kravec, Ted / Sherri 
Lah, Daniel / Melissa 
Lam, Ron / Barb 
Lamfers, Steve / Patti 
Laux, John / Jenny 
Lawson, Jeremy / Jackie 
Lechtenberg, David 
Lemert, Gary / Martha 
Leslie, Jan 
Levick, Bill / Joan 
Lidmila, Michael / Melody 
Ligon Thomas / Linda 
Loar, Alison / Craig Way 
Lough, Jack / Kathleen 
Lund, Richard / Elenore 
Lyn, Marsha 
Lynam, Ronald / Julie 
MacNeill, Amy 
Magruder, Andy 
Marino, Gary / Denisha 
Martin, Gene / Mary Anne 
Masone, Joseph / Mary 
Mattison, Harold / Linda 
Maxwell, Floyd / Ethel 
Maxwell, Russell / Mae 
May, Steve / Joy 
Maynard Donn / Georgia 
McBlair, Robert 
McCracken Mark / D. McCarthy 
McCracken, Charles / Gloria 
McDonald, Mark / D. Falkenburg 
McElwaine, Wm. / Pat 
Mead, Edward / Lynn Clark 
Mehaffey, Ray / Sonja 
Meredith, William 
Merriman, Joannah 
Meyers, Dale / Cindi 
Miller, CW / Carol 
Miller, Mike / Paula 

Miller, Norm / Joan 
Miller, Ted / Darla 
Milliger, Mitch / Judie 
Minch, Peggy Sue 
Minik, Jerry / Shannon 
Mitchell, Barbara 
Mohr, Erik / Candice 
Mohr, Tom / Pam 
Monesson, Larry / Barbara 
Moore, Rolland 
More, Richard 
Moreno, Jack  
Morgan, Bryan / Axson 
Mork, Steve / Janina 
Mortensen, Michael 
Mounts, Russ / Jeannie 
Moyle, Doug / Valerie 
Mr. Greenjean’s Landscape 
Muirhead, Larry / Sharon 
Mulligan, Nancy 
Murphy, Cindy 
Mutcher, Dennis / Joyce 
Neal, Frank / Sharon 
Neergaard, Kenneth / Marian 
Neil, George 
Nelson, Marvin / Patricia 
Nelson, Rob / Lisa 
Neumon, Norman / Viva 
Newman, Paul / Nancy McElroy 
Newton, Jim 
Nichols, Paul / Ann 
Norman, Scott / Kathleen 
Norris, Robert / Pam…… 
O’Connell, Robert / Margie 
O’Donnell, Teresa 
Oakley, Allen / Evan 
Odlivak, Joseph / Beverly 
Oesterle, Max 
Oline, William / Marilyn 
Oppenlander, J. / D. Richmond 
Otte, Gary / Jean 
Paul, Eldor / Phyllis 
Pedersen, Dennis / Deb 
Pender, Joe / Christina 
Perry, Marty / Terry 
Perry, Phyllis 
Peterson, Joel 
Pfitzer, Neal / Marlys 
Pickett, Jennifer / L. Maestas 
Pine Acres Road Assoc. 
Pinkall, Allen / Charlott 
Pinkert, Jeff / Lisa 
Porensky, Lauren 
Powers, Barbara 
Powers, Cathleen 

Price, Linda 
Prudhomme, James 
Quave, David / Betty 
Rairdon, Dan / Sharon 
Ramos, Patricia MD / C. Oneill 
Rathbun, E.B. 
Reilly, Randall / Sandra 
Richardson Family Trust 
Rittenhouse, Brian / Nicole 
Rogers,  Priscilla 
Rommel, Kurt / Marga 
Rosander, George / Patricia 
Rosenburg, Walter / Pamela 
Ruder, Ernst 
Rutt, Wes / Nicki 
Ryan, Marie-Laure 
Salisbury, John / Susan 
Saunders, Howard / Jean 
Schauer, Joann 
Schaveland, Eric 
Schipper, Bill / Linda 
Schleppy, Raymond / Wendy 
Schmid, Jan / Therese 
Schneider, Gary / Kate Duffus 
Schneider, Robert / Joan 
Scholz, Ernst / Sarah 
Schulke, Will / Erin Peterson 
Scott, Terry / Jean 
Sell, Fred / Dawn 
Seneca, Martin 
Shaklee, James / Margaret 
Shandley, Jack / Renee 
Shellhammer, Joseph / G. Borin 
Shenk, Tanya 
Shenk-Brien, Tracey 
Sheriff, Nancy 
Shetler, Terry / Bonnie 
Shigekane, David  
Shriver, Dana 
Shulman, Steven / Deborah 
Siebert, Loren / Valerie 
Siegel, HJ / Janet 
Sipin, Richard / Anne 
Skelton, Joe / Dee 
Smethurst, John / Ruby 
Smith, Douglas 
Smith, Eric / Genny 
Smith, Marilyn 
Smith, Steven / Anne 
Smith, Tony / Jill 
Smith, Tracy / Terry Hribal 
Snyder, Dale / Marilyn 
Snyder, John 
Solomon, Margaret 
Standring, Carolyn 



December 31, 2017 Annual Drive, cont’d.
Staubs, James / Peggy 
Steadman Ranch 
Stephens, Jon / Susanne 
Stevens, Clinton / Teri 
Stiles, Kenton / M. Vallabhanath 
Stove Prairie Comm. Church 
Striegel, Randall 
Swenson, Charles / Elizabeth 
Swenson, Dennis 
Talarico, LeAnna 
Talarico, Ronald / Nanette 
Taylor, Leisa 
Thielen, Robert 
Thomas, David / Pamela 
Timberlake, Allan / Liza 
Timberlake, Jack / Phoebe 
Tisthammer, Thomas / Bridget 
Torpy, Therese 

Turner, Charles / Valita 
Turner, Doug / Valita 
Tuttle, Ron / Marilyn 
Tysinger, Greg / Susan Floyd 
Vannorsdel, Dick / Carol 
VAV Cattle Company LLC 
Vickery, Harold / Diane 
Vogt, Mary 
Volpa, Jim  
Walter, Richard / Kathie 
Warren, Donna 
Weiler, Richard / Patricia 
Weixelman, Gary 
Westervelt, Jeffery / Diane 
Westfall, Sallie 
Wheeler, Elizabeth 
White, Phil / Christie 
Whitman, Doug 

Wile, F.M. / Kathy Stowe 
Williams, Barbara 
Williams, Erik / Dawn 
Williams, James / Patti 
Williams, M. P. 
Wilson, Nate 
Wilson, Thomas 
Wolf, Jeff / Donna 
Wolters, Bill / Phyllis 
Wood, Chuck / Kathleen 
Wood, Clint 
Workman, Kim 
Yarberry, Jeff / Michele 
Yoder, Ken / Kate Taylor 
Zatkalik, Barry / Mary 
Zipse, Joy 

Thanks to all our donors! If we missed you, please call 970/419-0397.

Daylight Savings Time 
begins at 2 AM 

Sunday, March 11th, 2018 

Set your clocks forward 1 hour, and change the 
batteries in your smoke detectors!

The Ristwatch reserves the right to edit, refuse, 
reject or cancel any article or ad at any time. We 
base this decision on our responsibility to our 
readers. We will not knowingly print any article or ad 
that is misleading or untruthful. Articles submitted 
to the Ristwatch are a representation of the author 
and not necessarily an endorsement by the Rist 
Canyon Volunteer Fire Department.



2017 RCVFD Board of Directors — RCVFDboard@rcvfd.org 
President  Dale Snyder  484-8351  
Vice President  Jenn Nolte  231-1507   
2nd VP, Chief  Carol Dollard  484-9647 chief@rcvfd.org 
Treasurer  Richard Lund  419-0397  
Secretary  Leisa Taylor  493-1236 
Ristwatch Editor Bridget Tisthammer 484-6724 ristwatch@rcvfd.org 

Area Representatives 
Buckhorn  Don Diemer  290-1642  
Davis Ranch  Sandy Deraney-Reilly 631-0560 
Rist Canyon  Jeff Yarberry  213-9001 
Stove Prairie  Jill Smith  482-0275 
Stratton Park  Louise Creager 217-6843 (cell) 
Whale Rock  Brian Finley  692-1777 
       

To add, remove or correct  
your mailing address,  

please call Richard Lund at  
(970) 419-0397

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department  
P. O. Box 2 
Bellvue, CO  80512 
www.rcvfd.org 


