
It’s hard to believe that we’ve begun another 
new year! Perhaps it’s my imagination, but 
2019 seemed to pass by far quicker than I was 
expecting . . . in fact, by the time we read this in 
the Ristwatch, we’ll already be a month or so 
into 2020. As with the beginning of a new 
season or year, I tend to reflect on what has 
passed, and strive to remain hopeful for what 
waits for us—individually and collectively—in 
the journey ahead.  
 
While many of us are still encased in ice, with 
roots back to snow falling before Thanksgiving, 
this has helped keep the fire danger lower than 
is typical. On the other hand, this unusual 

blanket (glacier?) of ice has made local travel 
challenging, even treacherous, for our 
community members . . . and especially our 
RCVFD responders as they answer various 
emergency calls. Please allow extra time and 
space for your travel and safety, and pray for 
the safe travels and activities of all of our 
responders, and the individuals to whom our 
responders urgently travel to provide care and 
services.

There have been recent changes within 
RCVFD, both in its Operations roster, as well as 
its Board of Directors. Tim Stratman has 
enthusiastically stepped up to take the torch 
from Jill Smith (who did an incredible job for our 
community!) as the Area Representative for 
Stove Prairie. In a long overdue announcement, 
after Sandy Deraney-Reilly’s plate became 
overflowing with other commitments and 
responsibilities almost a year ago, Carolyn 
Stanley graciously began serving as the Area 
Representative for Davis Ranch Road. Carolyn 
has proven to be an amazing force for the good 
of our community and RCVFD, especially when 
it comes time for our book fundraising activities.
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I spoke of changes in our Operations roster 
and . . . well, I don’t want to steal anyone’s 
thunder, so you’ll have to read elsewhere in this 
edition of the Ristwatch to discover the exciting 
news regarding our Operations roster!

Surpassing the “Energizer Bunny”, H.J. Siegel 
and the RCVFD “Friends of the Festival” 
volunteers have already begun planning and 
preparing for the annual RCVFD Mountain 
Festival in 2020. Although the 2019 Annual 
Festival was successful in many ways, the 
2020 Festival will most probably eclipse its 
predecessor. I’m looking forward to this year’s 
festival even more than I have in any previous 
year!

It’s my understanding that there very well may 
be some community training events, as well as 
fundraisers/book sales, offered at one or more 
points in the coming year. Keep an eye out for 
announcements in the Ristwatch and, possibly, 
through our Community Alert system. Our 
Community Alert system is how we get 
important information out to our residents. If 
you are not already registered, please do so 
through our web site at https://rcvfd.org/
community-information/community-alert-signup.

As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, we are 
wholly dependent upon the generosity of our 
community and supporters. For nearly 45 
years, RCVFD—its Emergency Responders as 

well as its Board of Directors—continues to 
selflessly serve the needs of our community, 
while continuing to judiciously steward its 
existing resources, while soliciting and securing 
the finances required to continue to meet the 
needs of our community . . . as well as anyone 
else traveling through our beautiful “home”.
There are many other ways where we can all 
help financially support RCVFD, which is the 
primary Emergency Response System for the 
areas of Davis Ranch Road, Rist Canyon 
Road, Stove Prairie Road, Stratton Park Road, 
Upper and Lower Buckhorn Road, Whale Rock 
Road and all of their collective tributaries.

In addition to our periodic fundraising letters, 
anyone at anytime may also make a donation 
directly to RCVFD via our web site (https://
rcvfd.org). Two other very simple ways include 
designating RCVFD as the recipient of a 
portion of your purchases on Amazon (https://
smile.amazon.com) and at your local King 
Soopers (with your King Soopers Rewards 
Card account), or through organizations like 
ColoradoGives (https://coloradogives.org) and 
Benevity (https://benevity.org). As the saying 
goes, “many hands make light work”; if 
everyone gives a little bit throughout the year, 
frequent fundraisers and large donations are 
not necessary. Any donation is always welcome 
and is genuinely appreciated!

If you are interested in learning more about 
RCVFD, our community or how you can help, 
please contact me at president@rcvfd.org!

Take good care, stay warm, enjoy safe travels 
and be well prepared for the exciting journey 
ahead!

With Kind Regards, 
Jeff Yarberry 

RCVFD President

Letter from the President, cont’d.
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Wow—nothing like a big snow to remind us 
what a great community we live in.  When we 
got three+ feet of snow over Thanksgiving, I 
heard many stories of neighbors helping 
neighbors to get everyone unstuck.  The winds 
that followed were sort of like aftershocks after 
an earthquake—creating trouble again, but 
helping us all get creative about our access 
issues.  On one of our calls, a responder had 
the forethought to take his plow truck to the 
scene to make sure the winds had not closed 
off the road (they had, but he cleared the 
access for the ambulance). It looks like it will 
be a long winter of snow and ice; when we get 
this much snow early in the season it sticks 
around. Make sure you are safe on those spots 
that keep melting and refreezing. On the plus 
side, our wells should all be running fine and 
the sledding is good . . . 

I want to send out a big thank you to Jeff Brack. 
He helped us diagnose and fix an electrical 
problem on one of our fire trucks that had 
been dogging us for a while. Just a reminder 
that you do not have to be a responder to be a 
big help to the RCVFD.   

Now the big news—this is my last Chief’s letter 
for the Ristwatch. At the January meeting, new 
officers were elected and Jeff Elsner will be the 
new RCVFD chief in 2020. Jeff has been a 
firefighter and EMT for RCVFD for a long time, 
was a professional wildland firefighter when he 

lived in California, and is just all-around a great 
guy.  Phil Benstein also stepped up as Assistant 
Chief—his dedication to our training for the 
past few years has been fantastic. I will be 
stepping back into the Captain’s spot and look 
forward to supporting Jeff and Phil in their new 
roles.  

The full slate of officers is: 

Chief – Jeff Elsner 
Assistant Chief – Phil Benstein 
Captain – Carol Dollard 
Medical Officer – Ron Hall-Estand 
Lieutenant (Radios/Comm) – Terry Shetler 
Lieutenant (Equipment) – Jesse Ceplecha 
Lieutenant (Trucks) – Norm Miller 
Public Information Officer – Mark  McCracken 

I want to express my gratitude to these folks 
who have stepped up to be officers—they are 
giving an extra level of commitment to RCVFD. 
I would also like to thank the entire Rist 
Canyon community for supporting me in my 
role as chief for the past four years.   

Sincerely, 
Carol Dollard 

RCVFD Captain 
RCVFD Chief, Retired 

Chief’s Report

The Ristwatch reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any article or ad at any time. 
We base this decision on our responsibility to our readers. We will not knowingly print any 
article or ad that is misleading or untruthful. Articles submitted to the Ristwatch are a 
representation of the author and not necessarily an endorsement by the RCVFD.
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NEW FRONTIER ELECTRIC 

 
Residential—Commercial—Solar 

Kevin Stamm 
Master Electrician 

720-936-6892 

 
Newfrontierelectric@gmail.com 

Worship Service every Sunday at 10 AM 
Now Meeting at Stove Prairie School 

Everyone welcome!

New 
Location!

ardella@buckhorncarvings.com

BB UCKHORNUCKHORN
CC ARVINGSARVINGS

CUSTOM CHAINSAWCUSTOM CHAINSAW CARVINGSCARVINGS
20941 Buckhorn Rd, Bellvue

997700--228866--00881122997700--228866--00881122

SSTTUUMMPPEEDD??Let me carve it intosomething special!

Here’s My Card
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I have been fire fighting for Rist Canyon fire department for 15 
years starting in 2005, and have been an EMT since 2011. When I 
was younger I worked for the YACC—the Young Adults 
Conservation Corps—where I became fire trained. I then worked 
on an engine crew in the Angeles National Forest for two seasons. I 
then went to the Texas Canyon Hot Shots out of California for two 
more seasons. After that I worked with the Lake Hughes Volunteer 
Fire Department for a couple of years. So fire is in my blood.

The reason I live in Rist Canyon is because it’s a quiet, peaceful life 
and the people are very kind and friendly. For my paid job I own JNC contractors 
where I work as an exterior trim carpenter doing siding, decking and timber work 
with four dedicated employees.

I have been married to my loving wife Carol for 40 years. Carol is a retired nurse 
specializing in pediatric patients with special needs and other fields of nursing. We 
have two sons and three grandkids who all live in California. 

My joy is riding motorcycles with the wind in my hair, riding across country and 
camping. I also own a backhoe front loader that I use to do side work and help out 
mountain people. I am a member of the Rocky Mountain Tool Association where I 
share my love of old hand planes and  antique woodworking tools.

Jeff Elsner 
RCVFD Chief

Meet Your New Fire Chief — Jeff Elsner
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Happy New Year 
to the RCVFD community!

2020 is upon us and as we enter a new decade, 
your RCVFD is financially sound and volunteer-
strong! What makes this community strong is all of 
us working together as one. 

A very good example of this is the Friends of the 
Festival group that our festival coordinator, H. J. 
Siegel, has assembled. Working together, the 
mountain festival was able to raise just over 
$20,000 in 2019. This is a great asset in helping to 
support the annual drive. 

The annual drive is, and has been, the main 
financial support of RCVFD. To provide and maintain the excellent fire and medical services 
needed in our 112 square mile radius, support of all property owners is much needed. Thanks to all 
of our 2019 donors!  

We can, and will, continue to grow and stay a self-funded volunteer fire department!   No tax line 
item! When you receive your annual drive envelope, donations big or little is what it takes.

The last couple of years we have found another way each of us can support RCVFD, using the 
King Soopers 5% rewards program. In 2019 RCVFD received $4,892.96 with only 96 households 
participating. Sign up and every time you make a purchase, King Soopers will award RCVFD 5% of 
your purchase amount at no cost to you! 
 
For those who shop on Amazon, use AmazonSmile. Go to www.smile.amazon.com. For more 
information on signing up for AmazonSmile and the King Soopers rewards card, see the next page.    

2019 was a great year for RCVFD, and 2020 will be even better.        

Richard Lund 
Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Report

RCVFD Monthly Meeting Schedule 

All meetings begin at 7 PM at Firehouse #1 on Rist Canyon Road 

Operations —1st Wednesdays  Fire Training—2nd Wednesdays 
Board Meeting—3rd Wednesdays  Medical Training—4th Wednesdays

http://www.smile.amazon.com
http://www.smile.amazon.com
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smile.amazon.com is the same Amazon you know, but it 

donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to the charitable organization of your choice.
Same products, same prices, same service! And once you 
set it up, it’s automatic! 

Just go to www.smile.amazon.com. If you have an Amazon account, sign in. Select Rist 
Canyon VFD as the charity you would like to give to. Bookmark this website and use it 
for all your Amazon purchases. If you shop on Amazon, there’s no reason not to do it! 

You can donate through Colorado 
Gives any time of the year! 

Please Spread the WORD to family 
and friends! 

It's easy—just post this link: 
http://coloradogives.org/RistCanyonVolunteerFireDepartment 

to Facebook and ask them to donate! Your fire department thanks you! 

Three Easy Ways to Help the RCVFD

Spread the Word! 
One of our biggest fundraisers is the King Soopers 
Rewards Card. Although this is a fairly new program for us, 
and not many neighbors have connected their cards to the 
RCVFD yet, the fire department earned almost $5,000 in 
2019. If everyone in the Rist Canyon area used this 
program, it could make a HUGE difference in our 

fundraising. This generous program gives the RCVFD 5% of all of your purchases at King 
Soopers. This includes groceries, toiletries, supplies, clothing, gas and even prescriptions. 

The process only takes a few minutes. If you don't already have a free King Soopers 
Rewards Card, request one from your cashier or the service desk. Once that's done, jump on 
your computer and go to www.kingsoopers.com/communityrewards. Click on the link to enroll. 
Set up an account, or sign in if you already have one. Then click on Community Rewards from 
the list on the left. Use the "Find an Organization" box to enter our NPO number, YP687 and 
click Search. It will verify that you have selected the RCVFD. Click "Enroll" and you're done! 
Always scan your Rewards Card when shopping. As a Rewards member, you’ll save money 
and earn points towards gas discounts; and the RCVFD will receive 5% of your purchases. If 
you have any questions about the King Soopers Rewards Program, contact them at 
800/576-4377. And thank you for telling your neighbors to sign up, too!

http://www.AmazonSmile.com
http://www.AmazonSmile.com
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Letter from the Vice President

• Part 1: Want to be one of 25 to win $10?

• Part 2: Remember Betty Crocker?

• Part 3: Learn how to be a press agent from an expert?

• Part 4: Join a $20,000 team for free?

• Part 1:
Here is how 25 families can each win $10 worth of books at the Mountain Festival Book Sale. Three 
times a year, the residents supported by the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department (RCVFD) 
receive a request letter for a donation to make the RCVFD possible. Embedded in the next letter, 
which will go out in March 2020, will be a “secret password.” The first 25 families to call or email H.J. 
with the password will each win a certificate for $10 to use at the 2020 Mountain Festival Book Sale. 
More information will be in the request letter. 

• Part 2:
I do not believe the rumor that Lisa Diederich, the Mountain Festival Bake Sale Chair, is a direct 
descendant of Betty Crocker. I do believe that Lisa has been kind enough to chair the Bake Sale for 
about 15 years. She is looking for a co-chair to work with her on the 2020 Mountain Festival. If you 
want to find out what this will involve, with no obligation for asking, please contact Lisa at 
diederich@toast.net. Thank you. 

• Part 3:
After serving the Festival as Press Release Chair since 2014, Leisa Taylor is retiring from the 
publicity committee for the annual Mountain Festival. She prepares and sends out Festival Press 
Releases that will go to media and Northern Colorado organizations. This is a self-contained job that 
can be done from home. Leisa has lists of organizations and media outlets to contact, draft press 
releases, etc. Leisa is happy to mentor her successor. Please contact Leisa to find out what is 
involved: taylorsle@msn.com. Thanks. 

• Part 4: 
Last year, about 100 RCVFD Mountain Festival volunteers raised $20,000 to help keep our RCVFD 
functioning effectively whenever 911 is called for medical emergencies, motor vehicle accidents, 
wildland fires and structural fires. It will be great to get more neighbors involved so we can raise even 
more this year. You can help anytime, all year long, before, during and after the festival on 
September 12th. Please contact H.J. if you want to find out more about the possibilities: 
HJ@computer.org.   

H. J. Siegel 
RCVFD Board Vice President, 

RCVFD Firefighter and Medical Responder, 
and Mountain Festival Coordinator 

mailto:diederich@toast.net
mailto:taylorsle@msn.com
mailto:HJ@computer.org
mailto:diederich@toast.net
mailto:taylorsle@msn.com
mailto:HJ@computer.org
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New Burn  

Permit System! 

All this snow means many of 
us might be cleaning up slash 
from last summer’s cutting.  Be 
aware that the County has a 
new burn permit system, so 
even if you got a permit this 
fall, you need to reapply. I just 
did it, it only takes a few 
minutes.  All the info about 
burn permits and the link to the 
new form is here: 

https://www.larimer.org/health/
clean-air-water-and-soil/air-
quality/burn-permits

Also, remember that once you 
have your permit, you need to 
call Dispatch and notify 
RCVFD on the day you burn.  
This helps us discern if a 
smoke call might be a slash 
burn and not a wildfire. The 
number to notify Larimer 
County Dispatch is on your 
permit and you can notify 
RCVFD by going to our online 
notification form—link below.

 https://www.rcvfd.org/
community-information/slash-
burn-notification

Be sure to follow all the rules 
regarding slash pile burning 
posted on the Larimer County 
site. 

Carol Dollard 
RCVFD Captain   

2019 Call Summary 
Just a quick summary of the calls RCVFD responded to in 
2019. Because it was such a wet, cold spring and early 
summer we had very few fire calls. However, there were 
plenty of medical calls and motor vehicle accidents (MVA).  
We ended up with 61 calls for the year. The graph below 
shows how they broke down by call type. If you are 
curious, the “Other” category includes things like CO 
detectors going off or smoke reports that are not really 
fires.

When you look at 61 calls, you think “about one per week, 
that’s not too bad”. Except that it doesn’t work that way.  
We can have a very quiet several weeks and then 
something happens and we suddenly get a bunch of calls.  
For example, in a two week period around Labor Day we 
had over a dozen calls (several days during this spell with 
more than one call per day). Regardless of how many 
calls we have per year (we average between 60 and 80), 
we have to train to be prepared for almost anything.  My 
gratitude goes out to all the responders who spend the 
time to keep their training up in order to help when 
needed. Also, many thanks to Phil who heads up training.

Fire Department Updates

https://www.larimer.org/health/clean-air-water-and-soil/air-quality/burn-permits
https://www.larimer.org/health/clean-air-water-and-soil/air-quality/burn-permits
https://www.larimer.org/health/clean-air-water-and-soil/air-quality/burn-permits
https://www.rcvfd.org/community-information/slash-burn-notification
https://www.rcvfd.org/community-information/slash-burn-notification
https://www.rcvfd.org/community-information/slash-burn-notification
https://www.larimer.org/health/clean-air-water-and-soil/air-quality/burn-permits
https://www.larimer.org/health/clean-air-water-and-soil/air-quality/burn-permits
https://www.larimer.org/health/clean-air-water-and-soil/air-quality/burn-permits
https://www.rcvfd.org/community-information/slash-burn-notification
https://www.rcvfd.org/community-information/slash-burn-notification
https://www.rcvfd.org/community-information/slash-burn-notification
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IS 2020 THE YEAR FOR YOU TO RIGHT-SIZE?  

what happened in 2019? 

  There were many transactions occurring in our area during 201ϵ! People are looking to our area for privacy, lack of HOA’s, 
and proximity to the Fort Collins/Loveland area. However, there are not enough properties available. Call me TODAY for 
your complimentary market analysis. 
  For your comprehensive list of properties available and sold, feel free to give me a call or email. If you would like to be on 
my complimentary, up-to-the-minute, personalized list, tailored to you specifically, feel free to contact me for your private 
appointment.  

CALL TODAY͊ 
Professional – FULL Service – FULL Time Realtor® 

 

Your Neighbor Since 1ϵϴϵ 

Call - ϵϳ0.Ϯϭϳ.ϲϴϰϯ  ~  E-mail LouiseCreager@gmail.com 

Louise Creager 
ABR,GRI,REO,CNE,SFR 
Military Specialist 
Broker Associate 
Moving You Forward! 
RCVFD member since 1ϵϴϵ 
ϵϳ0.Ϯ1ϳ.ϲϴϰϯ 
LouiseCreager@gmail.com 
www.LouiseCreager.com 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

ϭ0 Acres   
ª Spectacular View of Mummy Range 
ª NO HOA 
ª New Trees Create Your Own Forest 
ª County Maintains Road 

Small Acreage w/ϮLots 
ª Buildable Lot in Poudre City 
ª .ϰϮ Total Acres 
ª Road Association - No HOA 
ª 50 Minutes to Fort Collins 
ª Trails Close By 

ϰ0 Acres  - Davis Ranch 
ª Quiet End of the Road Privacy 
ª 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
ª Only 30 Minutes to Old Town 
ª Insulated Concrete/Radiant Floor! 
ª Solar for LOW Utilities 

ϭ.ϱϵ Acres  - Windsor 
ª Was Duplex Now Full Larger Home 
ª Bring Your Horses - Nice Set Up 
ª Remodeled Kitchen & Much More 
ª Additional Water w/NW Water 

ϰ0 Acres  - Sand Creek 
ª New Solar Panels - Well - Septic 
ª 3 Bedrooms - 2 Bathrooms 
ª Ride Your Horses through Miles  
            of Open Roads.  
ª Potential Air B & B for Income 

ϭϮ Acres  - Stratton Park 
ª Spectacular Views of Grey Rock 
ª Cabin w/attached garage 
ª Power, Well, Septic all ready 
        For You to Build Custom Home 
ª End of the Road Privacy 
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Jeff Yarberry, President 
Jeff and Michele Yarberry moved to Rist 
Canyon in August 2016, and knew that they 
were finally home. They enjoy meeting their 
neighbors, and are looking forward to meeting 
more folks, and becoming more of a part of this 
community. Jeff is a Management Analyst with 
the USDA’s Emergency Response agency, 
APHIS (Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service), and has served on other 
nonprofit boards, and volunteered with 
humanitarian relief efforts around the world for 
nearly 15 years. Jeff and Michele welcome the 
opportunity to become more involved in the 
community, and look forward to the journey 
ahead.

Jeff Elsner, Fire Chief and 2nd Vice President 
Jeff has been a firefighter for RCVFD since 
2005, and an EMT since 2011. Jeff owns JNC 
contractors where he works as an exterior trim 
carpenter. Jeff and his wife, Carol, have two 
sons and three grandkids in California. In his 
spare time, Jeff is riding motorcycles and 
camping. He also owns a backhoe front loader 
that he uses to do side work and help out 
mountain people. He is a member of the Rocky 
Mountain Tool Association where he shares his 
love of old hand planes and antique 
woodworking tools.

H. J. Siegel, Vice President 
H. J. has been a RCVFD Firefighter since he 
moved to Colorado in 2001, was certified as an 
Emergency Medical Responder in 2009, joined 
the RCVFD Grant Writing Committee in 2017 
and has been Coordinator of the RCVFD 
Mountain Festival since 2018. H.J. was a 
Professor at Purdue University from 1976 to 
2001, a Professor at CSU from 2001 to 2017 
(now a “Professor Emeritus”), and was the first 
Director of the university-wide CSU Information 
Science and Technology Center from 2002 to 
2013.

Richard Lund, Treasurer 
Richard has lived in Rist Canyon since 1991 
and has been a volunteer for the RCVFD since 
1994, serving as Board Member, President and 
currently Treasurer.  

Steve Denlinger, Asst. Treasurer 

Leisa Taylor, Secretary 
Leisa hails from Texas and, after an adjustment, 
loves the Colorado snow. She lives up Davis 
Ranch and enjoys walking, writing and 
watching tennis on TV (in another life, she will 
be a professional tennis player). For work, 
Leisa is the Outreach Coordinator for the 
Global Village Museum in Fort Collins. Leisa 
turned 30-for-the-second-time last year, and 
she has two good mouser cats (Winnie and 
Sienna). 

Bridget Tisthammer, Ristwatch Editor 
Bridget and Thom moved to Rist Canyon in 
1989. They raised two children here, who went 
to Stove Prairie school. She has been involved 
with the RCVFD as Ristwatch editor since 
2015. Bridget helps Thom with his company, 
Wattle and Daub Contractors, and volunteers 
as a Larimer County Master Gardener. Bridget 
is always looking for community news and 
photos to publish in the Ristwatch.

Don Diemer, Buckhorn Rep 
Don left the nuclear power industry a long, long 
time ago to cut and sell firewood. He has since 
worked as a cabinet shop apprentice, built 
custom log furnishings and, for the last 28 
years, has been the hand on a small ranch 
west of Loveland. He is currently 16 years into 
caretaking properties on both the upper and 
lower ends of the Buckhorn Creek. He 
continues to teach himself guitar and 
occasionally entertains at small venues, usually 
from behind the potted palm plant.

Meet Your 2020 Board of Directors
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Carolyn Stanley, Davis Ranch Rep 
Carolyn and her husband, Randy, moved here 
from Virginia and  into their home on October 
31st, 1984. They have enjoyed their mountain 
home. She started her sewing business, Cloud 
9 Sewing, in May of 1990 and works out of her 
shop on the property. In 2017, she was elected 
by Joan Miller to be the chair for the book tent 
and has since become known as "Queen Bee”.

Idris Hamid, Rist Canyon Rep 
Idris and his wife, Muminah, have lived in Rist 
Canyon for about 20 years, where they have 
raised their children who attended Stove 
Prairie School. Idris is a Professor of 
Philosophy at CSU. After completing a Masters 
degree in Physics, he received his PhD in 
philosophy from University at Buffalo, State 
University of New York.

Tim Stratman, Stove Prairie Rep 
Tim and his wife, Jennifer, moved to the area 
just over one year ago from St. Louis. After 19 
years of vacations in Colorado they finally get 

to call it home!  Never have they been more 
excited, and are looking forward to meeting 
new people and finding more trails to explore. 

Louise Creager, Stratton Park Rep 
Louise moved to the Rist Canyon area in 1989. 
Her children attended Stove Prairie, and she 
has been involved with RCVFD in many 
capacities: Vice-president, Mountain Festival 
coordinator; founder and chair of the Firefighter 
Silent Auction, originator of the fire 
department’s 501(c)3 non-profit status;
Chair of the Fine Art Auction and Board 
Member Stratton Park Road Representative 
since 2009.

Brian Finley, Whale Rock Rep 
Brian has owned property in Whale Rock since
2008. He is a career firefighter, working with 
the National Forest Service, Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife and the Alpine Hotshots. Brian is 
currently a student at CSU, working on his Fire 
Science degree.

2020 Board of Directors, cont’d.

2019 RCVFD Annual Meeting Report by Leisa Taylor 

The 2019 RCVFD Membership Meeting was held November 2nd at Stove Prairie School with 
48 people in attendance. Highlights of the meeting included:

• President Jeff Yarberry presented the President’s Award to Chief Carol Dollard for her dedication 
and exemplary service;

• Treasurer Richard Lund reported RCVFD is in good financial shape with a budget of approximately 
$80,000 per year;

• Chief Carol Dollard reported 52 calls to date in 2019, with approximately 80% of the calls being 
medical or motor vehicle accidents. There have been no serious wildland or structure fires; and

• Festival Chair H. J. Siegel announced a profit of over $20,000 from the 2019 Mountain Festival with 
over 100 volunteers and an attendance of approximately 2,000 people.

The slate of nominees for the 2020 RCVFD Board was approved unanimously as follows:
President – Jeff Yarberry Rist Canyon Rep. – Idris Hamid
1st Vice President – H. J. Siegel Davis Ranch Rep. – Carolyn Stanley
2nd Vice President – Carol Dollard Stratton Park Rep. – Louise Creager
Secretary – Leisa Taylor Whale Rock Rep. – Brian Finley
Treasurer – Richard Lund Stove Prairie Rep. – Tim Stratman 
Assistant Treasurer – Steve Denlinger Upper Buckhorn Rep. – Don Diemer 
Ristwatch Editor – Bridget Tisthammer Lower Buckhorn Rep. – Open 
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Thank You RCVFD 
 

 
 

 
Chet Dobbs, Owner 

970-231-4408 
office@dobbsxinc.com 

 
 

Family Owned and Operated 

Wolf Roofing 

Serving Rist Canyon 
and All Larimer County 

Roofing All Types 

References 

493-7472

6208 South College Avenue 
Fort Collins                    970.223.5197 

Located 1 1/4 miles south of Harmony  
on the east side of College Avenue, 
just south of Poudre Pet and Feed. 

www.coloradospas.com               
info@coloradospas.com 

http://www.coloradospas.com
mailto:info@coloradospas.com
http://www.coloradospas.com
mailto:info@coloradospas.com
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RCVFD Community News
From creekside on the Upper Buckhorn . . . it’s the Winter 
Solstice . . . 18 hours without sunshine and 6 hours with . . . 
barely enough time to find the chronometer and astrolabe to 
fix my location. The pack rats, mice and squirrels have finally 
stopped trying to get in the cabin and have settled into their 
own little middens. My cat (Mrs. Kitty) is worn out from the 
constant attacks. Hope your holidays were pleasent and you 
had time to reflect on 2019. Up here I was reminded of . . . no 
job, no boss, no cell service, no traffic, no stoplights, no 
indoor plumbing, no prairie dogs, no TV, no water bill, no 
electric bill, no parking fees, and, as a friend once asked, 
"Why are there no single women?"  With all of these 
freedoms from expense, commitment and labor, a resident 
could just DONATE. 

RCVFD can always use . . . donations of spare change and 
labor, fire fighting volunteers, a represenative from the Lower Buckhorn and input from Crystal 
Mountain. Please consider . . . checking into the RCVFD web site once in a while, voicing your 
opinion to your area representative (at mile marker 31), attending the Summer Festival and 
Having a Happy New Year. 

Up the proverbial creek without a means of locomotion 
Don, Briggs the dog and gato 

As you may be aware, Bee Hive 1 (aka our 
new book shed behind RCVFD station 1) is 
here and full of boxes of books. Shortly, the 
Book Bees will be meeting to sort and 
consolidate all the boxes in this storage unit 
and the black trailer behind Station 1. Our 
biggest need right now is help moving the 
boxes as Harry “Box Coming Through” Bates 
went and broke his arm in Karate class. We 
usually meet on Friday mornings from 9:30 to 
around 12 noon. If you can come and help 
with this project, please call or email me.  


Larry Monesson will be working on Bee Hive 
2 when weather permits. If you can help in 
the construction of this second building, 
please contact Larry or me. Any help is 
gratefully appreciated.


The collection box out front of Station 1 is 
always available for donations. Our other 

donation boxes will be out around the 1st of 
June. If you have a large donation, please 
contact us and we will be glad to come pick 
up your donation.


We take all kinds of books, CDs, DVDs, 
records, etc. If we cannot use the items, they 
are donated to Arc or shared with schools, 
etc. We are now placing books on Ebay that 
are worth more than $2,000, hoping to 
receive a better price for them. We are also 
selling records at the local flea market and 
have been successful in that venture.


We welcome anyone who would like to join 
us whether it is for an hour or more. We love 
to have new faces.


Carolyn Stanley, Queen Bee 
RCVFD Mountain Festival Book Tent 

970-221-2024 

Book Bees News

Entering the winter months, 
please be careful traveling 
on our icy roads and 
remember the uphill traffic 
has the right of way. Also, it 
is very helpful to lower your 
headlights to your parking 
lights when stopped to allow 
a vehicle to pass.

Carolyn Stanley 
Davis Ranch Area Rep
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M A S S A G E  T H E R A P Y
L I C E N S E D

Trisha Ann Johnston, LMT

Relaxation • Deep Tissue
Thai • Hot Stone • Cupping
Corporate On-Site Massage

MT# 20741    
16 Years Experience

New Client Special
$45 Relaxation Massage

(60 Minutes)

FOR APPOINTMENTS: 
Book Online: TajohnLMT.com
Call/Text: 970-294-2228
Email: TajohnMT@outlook.com

1127 Old Camp Rd. • Bellvue, CO 80512 • Top of Rist Canyon

Free No Cost No Obligation 
Brokers Price Opinion for your 
Rist Canyon Property.  
*Property Owners* 
I will help You with any 
Larimer County Property Tax 

Valuation Protest for FREE. 

Thinking of selling? Sellers I am 
serious about earning your 
business and I am willing to 
donate 10% of my commission earned to RCVFD or the charity of your choice. 

Call Us Today and I will go to work for you! 

Thinking about Buying Land in Bellvue? I can be Your Buyer's Agent and Represent 
your interests; AND have Seller pay all commissions in most cases, Plus credit you 
$250 at closing for any house. 
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Classified Ads

NOW HIRING: Part-Time Equine Work
Great for High School Students; starting at $11.10/hr.

Minimal Requirements:
s� !BILITY�TO�WORK�OUTDOORS��YEAR
ROUND�
s� #OMPLETE�VARIOUS�CHORES�TASKS��CLEAN�HORSE�PENS��

RELOAD�HAY�BAGS��ETC�	�FROM�����n����PM��-n&	��
OCCASIONAL�WEEKENDS��AND�����n����AM��3AT���3UN	�

s� 3NOW�REMOVAL�AND�SITE�YARD�WORK��AS�NEEDED�
,OCATION��)N�2IST�#ANYON��̂ ��MI�WEST�OF�6ERN�S�2ESTAURANT�

Please contact Michele Yarberry at 970-672-6174
  or at contact@liberatedlivingforyou.com

For Sale 
Eight Foot Fisher Snow Plow 

Minute Mount – Series A 
$1,000 OBO 

Call Harry or Carol  
(970) 484-9647 

We need a garage sale! 

For sale: 

Oak office furniture: 
Matching desk, hutch, file 

cabinets, bookcases 
Tan microsuede office chair 

Nordic Track treadmill with wifi 
and programmed workouts 

Double bed frame with pillowtop  
mattress and boxsprings 

All prices negotiable 

Call or email Bridget at  
484-6724, bridget@frii.com 

Daylight Savings Time 
begins Sunday, March 8th. 

Remember to set your clocks 
forward one hour, and check the 
batteries in your smoke and CO2 
alarms!
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Advertise in the Ristwatch! 
Reaches over 1,200 homes! 

Business Ads 
Ad Size—Customer Rates

Full Page—$100
Half Page—$75

Quarter Page—$50
Business Card—$25

Community Classifieds 
$1 per line for a 4” wide ad. 

No businesses, please.

Business ads, classified ads, 
community news and photos can be 

submitted to the Editor at 
ristwatch@rcvfd.org.

The deadline for the 
April Ristwatch is  

March 21st.
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2019 Annual Drive - Budget $80,944 - Donations YTD $76,981.47
Aberle, Ray & Jen 
Achart, Frances 
Aldrich, Jay 
Almquist, Clayann 
Alvarez, Raul & Barbara 
Amey, Keith & Martha 
Anders, Marjorie & David Frank 
Anderson Annette 
Anderson, Robert 
Andrasik, Candace 
Applegate, Mike & Christina 
Archibeque, Howard & Karen 
Armstrong Family Trust 
Arndt, Ray & Cindy 
Arndt, Wayne L. 
Asche, Lyle & Janese 
Astorga, Jim 
Astrid Starship 
Bainer, Kevin 
Baker, Barry & J Karyl Ting 
Baker, Daniel 
Baker, Dorothy 
Baker, Frank & Margaret 
Baker, Pat 
Barnhart, Danny & Amanda 
Baron, Patricia 
Bartel, Betsy 
Bartling, Irv & Pat 
Bartmann, Heather 
Bastien, Richard & Vicki 
Bates, Harry & Carol Dollard 
Batman, Leslie & Janet 
Beckwith, Sally 
Bender, Thomas & Crystal 
Bender, Tom 
Benshoof, John & Deb Cheuvront 
Benstein, Claudia 
Berquist Farms 
Berquist, Harold & Janice 
Bevers, Mike & Melanie 
Bevers, Morris 
Big D Properties 
Bohlender, DeWayne 
Bollinger, Mary 
Boltz, Willie & Jennifer 
Bosca, Pedro & Kathryn Touran 
Brack, Jeffrey & Gretchen Long 
Brandt, Dave & Danna 
Brault, Aaron & Stephanie 
Brautigam, Wayne & Myrna 
Breest, Chris & Lindy 
Breeze, Frank & Sharon 
Brien, Dan & Tracey 
Brockman, Michael & Stephanie 
Budge, David & Carol 
Bureker, Richard & Debbie 
Burggraff, Gerri 
Burrows, Harvey & Kathryn 
Burrows, Royal & Sue 
C Cubed, Inc., / Dazbog Coffee 

Cain, David & Connie 
Cairns, Terry & Inara Rudmanis 
Cambell, K & Debbie 
Campbell, Bruce & Vicki 
Carter, Ray 
Center, Janet 
Ceplecha, Len & Cheryl 
Chandler, Ken & Rita 
Cheng, Tony 
Chilen, John 
Chinn, James 
Clagett, George & Sharon 
Cloudy Pass Owners Assoc. 
Coors, James 
Cossins, Sheryl 
Cox, Charles 
Cox, Clay & Kathy 
Creager, BJ & Louise 
Crumb, Lloyd 
Dahl, Ron & Judy 
Dalbotten, Bob & Tammy 
Daniels, Bruce 
Davidson, Linda 
Davis, Dan & Sandy 
Davis, Jack & Mitzi 
De Berry, Hall & Jenny 
DeAngelis, Amanda 
Degregorio, Mark 
Dellenbach, Sharon 
Denny, Pamela 
Desuza, Frank & Fedosia 
Diederich, Tom & Lisa 
Diefenderfer, Daniel & Nancy 
Dion, Joseph & Marilyn 
Dirks-Perez, Christine 
Dobbs, Denise 
Doherty, Paul Jr. & K. Huyvaert 
Downing, Shane & Teri Tracy 
Dunn, Sherri 
Edwards, Helen 
Ehasz, Sheila 
Ehrman, Joe 
Elkins, Jay & Rebecca 
Ellis, Kyle 
Ellmann, Jerry & Patti 
Elsner, Jeff & Carol 
Embrey, William & Elaine 
Etherton, Bruce & Dawn Bailey 
Ewing, Rex & Lavonne 
Fackler, Glen & Carol 
Fagan, Sean & Laura 
Fecteau, Tim 
Fialko, John & Linda 
Fisher, Carl & Holly Randell 
Flood & Peterson Insurance 
Forbes, Glen & Karen 
Fort Collins Heating & A/C 
Fortenberry, Vance & Trudie 
Foster-Eagan, Tammie 
Franklin, Ed & Laurie 

Frei, Nick 
Fried, Eric & Cheryl Rayner 
Friedman, Greg 
Fry, Larry 
Funke, Teresa 
Gamber, Kendall 
Gardea, Priscilla 
Garner, Donald & Patricia 
Gaylord, Aaron 
Gebo, Michael & Paula 
Gilliland, Gary & Charline 
Gintner, Mark 
Goedl, Ray & Phyllis 
Gordon, William & June 
Gore, Michael & Petra 
Gorpf & Tonia Bouska 
Goscha, Rory & Cathy 
Grady, Jack & Mary 
Graves, Sherry 
Gray, Charles & Caroline 
Gray, Jim & Marcy 
Griffin, Scott & Beverly 
Guerin, Kenneth & Vicki 
Hager, Jack & Linda 
Hamilton, Scott & Patty 
Hammond, Alan & Jean 
Hansen, Mike 
Hanson, Chuck & Sheryl 
Hanson, Jon & Janet 
Hanson, Mitchell & Kathy 
Harr, Tom Jr. & Bonnie 
Hebbert, Roger 
Henchenski, Robert & Gail 
Hernandez Price, Linda M. 
Herrera, Rachel 
Hill, Charles & Mary 
Hill, Leona 
Hochbein, Bill & Roselyn 
Hoffman, Dennis J. 
Hollaman, Timothy & Lynn 
Holtzer, Thomas & Irene 
Horner, Jim & Cindy 
Houska, Dennis & Noreen 
Hueser, Joseph & Kay 
Hutchinson, Chris &Diana 
Huxley, Patrice 
Huzieff, Sean & Julia 
Jackson, Tim & Juana 
Jacobson, Cecilla 
Jacobson, Mervyn 
Janssen, Wendell & Debbie 
Jiron, Jeremy & Christy 
John, Robert 
Johnson, Cy S. 
Johnson, Darrell 
Johnson, LaRue & Mary 
Johnson, Victor & Anna 
Jones, David & Lorinda 
Jordan, Rick & Vicky 
Kaplan, Kenneth 
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2019 Annual Drive, cont’d.
Karl D. & L. 
Karuth, Roger 
Katz, Bianca 
Keirns, Don & Wanda 
Kendall, Lon & Kathy 
Kessler, Phillip & Deborah 
Kindsfather, Robert & Ollie 
Klein, Jerry & Kori 
Knab, Tom & Lynda 
Knight, Seth 
Knoedler, Louise 
Koechley, Peter & Linda Dellmar 
Kooser, John 
Koturov, Marisue & Daneil 
Kramer, Dan & Donna 
Kravec, Ted & Sherri 
Laurenroth, Bill & I. Burke 
Laux, John & Jenny 
Law, Dan 
Lawson’s Handyman Serv. LLC 
Lemert, Gary & Martha 
Levick, Bill & Joan 
Lidmila, Michael & Melody 
Ligon, Thomas & Linda 
Liley, Louis Jr. 
Loar, Alison & Craig Way 
Lough, Jack & Kathleen 
Lund, Richard & Elenore 
Lyn, Marsha 
Magruder, Andy 
Masone, Joseph & Mary 
Mattison, Harold & Linda 
Mattor, Bill & Kathie 
Maxwell, Floyd 
May, Steve & Joy 
McCracken, Charles & Gloria 
McCracken, Mark & D. McCarthy 
McDonald, Mark & D. Falkenburg 
McElwaine, Bill & Patty 
Mead, Edward & Lynn Clark 
Meier, Doreen 
Meredith, William 
Merriman, Joannah 
Meyers, Dale & Cindi 
Miller, CW & Carol 
Miller, Michael & Paula 
Miller, Norm & Joan 
Miller, Ted & Darla 
Milliger, Mitch & Judie 
Minch, Peggy Sue 
Mitchell, Barbara 
Monesson, Larry & Barbara 
Moore, Rolland 
More, Richard 
Moreno, Jack 
Morgan, Bryan & Axson 
Morrison, Tom 
Mounts, Russ & Jeannie 
Muirhead, Larry & Sharon 
Murphy, Cindy 

Mutcher, Dennis & Joyce 
Neal, Frank & Sharon 
Neergaard, Kenneth & Marian 
Neil, George & Joni 
Nett, Terry M. & Terry A. 
Neumon, Norman & Viva 
Newman, Paul & Nancy McElroy 
Nichols, Paul & Ann 
Nolte, Joel & Jennifer 
Norman, Scott & Kathleen 
Norris, Robert & Pamela 
O’Connor, Mechael 
Odlivak, Joseph & Beverly 
Oesterle, Max & Pamela 
Oppenlander, J & D. Richmond 
Otte, Gary & Jean 
Perry, Marty & Terry 
Perry, Phyllis 
Peterson, Eric & Jennifer 
Peterson, Joel 
Peyton, Lee 
Pfitzer, Neal & Marlys 
Piltz, Jim 
Pine Acres Rd. Assoc. 
Pinkert, Jeff & Linda 
Pinkert, Jeff & Lisa 
Porter, Phillip & Dee 
Potter, Jere & Jane 
Powers, Barbara 
Powers, Cathleen 
Prieve, Laura 
Ragers, Rodney 
Rairdon, Dan & Sharon 
Redder, Todd & Tammy 
Rittenhouse, Brian & Nicole 
Rommel, Kurt & Marga 
Ruder, Ernst 
Ruppert, Roslyn 
Ryan, Marie-Laure 
Santia, Philbert 
Saunders, Howard & Jean 
Schettler, Dick & Dixie 
Schiffbauer, Chris & Michelle 
Schipper, Bill & Linda 
Schleber, Hank & Lori 
Schleppy, Raymond & Wendy 
Schneider, Robert & Joan 
Scholz, Ernst & Sarah 
Schulke,Will & Erin Peterson 
Scott, Terry & Jean 
Shandley, Jack & Renee 
Shellhammer, Joe & G. Borin 
Shenk, Tanya 
Shenk-Brien, Tracey 
Sheriff, Nancy 
Shetler, Terry & Bonnie 
Siebert, Loren& Valerie 
Siegel HJ & Janet 
Skelton, Joe & Dee  
Smith, Marilyn 

Smith, Steven & Anne 
Smith, Tracy & Terry Heibal 
Snyder, Dale & Marilyn 
Squires, Jordan 
Standley, Tom & Amanda 
Standring, Carolyn 
Staubs, James & Peggy 
Steadman, James & Karen 
Stephens, Jon & Susanne 
Stevens, Clinton & Teri 
Stove Prairie Comm. Church 
Stratman, Thomas & Charlene 
Stringtown Gulch Road Assoc. 
Sugarman, Mary Joan 
Swenson, Charles & Elizabeth 
Swenson, Dennis 
Swindler, Lee & Sheri Coleman 
Talarico, Ronald & Nanette 
Tasty Harmony 
Taylor, Leisa 
Thielen, Robert 
Thomas, David & Pamela 
Tisserat, Ned & Jan Leach 
Tisthammer, Thomas & Bridget 
Tjornehoj, David 
Trask, Al 
Tri-Life Properties LLC 
Turner, Charles & Valita 
Tuttle, Ron & Marilyn 
Tysinger, Greg & Susan Floyd 
Vannorsdel, Dick & Carol 
Warren, Jeanette 
Weixelman, Gary 
Wensman, Patrick 
White, Phil & Christie 
Whitman, Douglas 
Wicklund, Luc 
Wile, F.M. & Kathy Stowe 
Wilgers, Chris & Tammy 
Willauer, David & Diane 
Williams, Barbara 
Williams, James & Patti 
Wilson, Nathan 
Wilson, Thomas 
Wolf, Jeff & Donna 
Wolters, Bill & Phyllis 
Wood, Chuck & Kathleen 
Wood, Clint 
Workman, Kim 
Yarberry, Jeff & Michele 
Yarnell, Tom & Vivian 
Yoder, Ken 
Zatkalik, Barry & Mary 

Thanks to all of our donors!  
If we missed you, please call 

970/419-0397.



2020 RCVFD Board of Directors — RCVFDboard@rcvfd.org 

President  Jeff Yarberry  213-9001 president@rcvfd.org  
Vice President H.J. Siegel   416-9062 vicepresident@rcvfd.org 
2nd VP, Chief Jeff Elsner   224-2773 chief@rcvfd.org 
Treasurer  Richard Lund  419-0397 treasurer@rcvfd.org 
Asst. Treasurer Steve Denlinger  221-2192 assistanttreasurer@rcvfd.org 
Secretary  Leisa Taylor   493-1236 secretary@rcvfd.org 
Ristwatch Editor Bridget Tisthammer 484-6724 ristwatch@rcvfd.org 

RCVFD Area Representatives 

Lower Buckhorn Position open 
Upper Buckhorn Don Diemer   290-1642  
Davis Ranch  Carolyn Stanley  221-2024 
Rist Canyon  Idris Hamid   482-4905 
Stove Prairie Tim Stratman  484-2821 
Stratton Park Louise Creager  217-6843 
Whale Rock  Brian Finley   692-1777 

To add, remove or correct 
your mailing address, 

please call Richard Lund at 
(970) 419-0397 or email 

treasurer@rcvfd.org.

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department  
P. O. Box 2 
Bellvue, CO  80512 
www.rcvfd.org 
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