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Letter from the President

Heavy Snowstorm Preparations

By the time you see this newsletter, the
heavy snowstorm from March of this
year will be a memory. All of us know
that living in the mountains means a
certain amount of taking responsibility
for our own safety. But we also know
that there are times when we need the
help of others. In my neighborhood there
was an inspiring number of neighbors
helping neighbors with access issues
during and after the storm.

Fortunately, our department did not
receive any calls for help during the
height of the storm when getting help
would have been the most difficult. I
asked Chief Neuroth about the
department’s capabilities during a
snowstorm. First, a lot of our responders
keep snowshoes handy so they can hike
over deep snow.

One of our firefighters has rigged a
snowmobile with a sled that can be
pulled behind. I have seen these types of
rigs used on ski areas to move a

patient. Finally, Larimer County
Emergency Services has a few trailer-
mounted, tracked snow cat vehicles that
can be called up for use in an emergency.

While these contingencies and
preparations should provide some peace
of mind to everyone, remember that
none of these come free. Our department
is completely donation funded, so please
remember the thought and preparation
that has gone into keeping you safe
when you donate to keep our
department funded.

Neil Faber
President - 2024



Chief’s Report

What do Volunteers Do?

I would like to take this opportunity to
inform our residents what our
volunteers do and to give kudos to
those that serve. Our firefighters often
train twice a month for several hours
each session. They maintain their
equipment and often buy additional
gear at their own expense. They respond
to emergencies day or night and often in
bad weather. Our EMTs (emergency
medical technicians) take online courses
for CE (continuing education) to keep
up their certifications.

Our Board of Directors spend a lot of
time in addition to the monthly
meetings. They maintain our financial
stability, keep the books, and make sure
we have the best, up-to-date equipment
we could possibly have. Our grants
committee has put in many hours
applying for funding. Due to their hard
work, we recently received 12 new
SCBA (self-contained breathing
apparatus) units, an ECG (electrocardio-
gram) monitor, 4 AEDs (automated
external defibrillators), and new bunker
gear for our new firefighters.

The Mountain Festival volunteers are a
whole other article. Last year’s festival

was a big success. Well over 100
volunteers and hundreds of hours were
invested to make this happen.

Area reps attend the monthly Board of
Directors meetings and keep us
informed on conditions in various parts
of our district. We have partnered with
Larimer County Sheriff’s office to
provide residents with a property and
wildfire mitigation assessment. There
will be more information on that coming
soon. This will also be administered by
volunteers.

All these people working together have
made RCVFD a great department and a
wonderful community to belong to.

Thank you to all who put in time and
money to make this endeavor
successful.

Gratefully submitted,

Mark Neuroth, Chief

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Departwment
PO. Box 2, Bellvue, CO 80512
chief@revtd.org
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RCVFD Monthly Meeting Schedule

Operations —1st Wednesdays (6-7 PM)
Fire Training—2nd Wednesdays (7-9:30 PM)
Board Meeting—3rd Wednesdays (6-8 PM)
Medical Training—4th Wednesdays (7-9 PM)

Ops, Fire, and Medical Trainings are at Firehouse #1 at 11835 Rist Canyon Road.
Board meetings are held at Firehouse #1, or on Zoom if necessary. All Rist Canyon
area residents are welcome to attend. Around the first of each month, RCVFD

sends out a Community Alert with the deadline to request a copy of the agenda. If
you would like to receive the agenda, please email your name, email address, and
phone number to the RCVFD Board Secretary at secretary@rcvfd.org. Please note
that the agenda will arrive one to two days before the scheduled meeting. To sign
up for Community Alerts, visit RCVFD.org.

Submissions to The Ristwatch

The Ristwatch reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, or cancel any article or ad at
any time. We base this decision on our responsibility to our readers. We will not
knowingly print any article or ad that is misleading or untruthful. Articles
submitted to the Ristwatch are a representation of the author and not necessarily
an endorsement by the RCVFD.

Submissions of written work or photographs are welcome and will be considered
on a case-by-case basis. Please send submissions to the Ristwatch Editor at
ristwatch@rcvfd.org.
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Letter From the Vice President

March 2024 Snow
The snow on my deck at 2am on Thursday, 3/14/2024. In
the picture below (left) is my picnic table under 3+ feet of

snow. The table chairs are barely visible. My wife Janet made
a snowman at the end of our driveway at 3pm on Monday,
3/18/2024, to celebrate that we had finally plowed out.

Do Not be Silent about Helping

At the RCVFD Mountain Festival Silent Auction, hundreds
of items donated from stores and community members are
sold at bargain prices to raise money for the RCVFD. Help is

needed to solicit items (it is easy), maintain the Silent
Auction webpage, prepare bid sheets, etc. Please contact the
Co-Chairs Janet (equuphile@gmail.com) or Pam
(tahoemeow6670@gmail.com).

Want to be Royalty?

After chairing the RCVFD Mountain Festival book tent for
many, many years, the Queen of the Book Bees (Carolyn) is
retiring as chair. If you want to consider coordinating an

existing group of great Book Bees, please contact Carolyn
(cloud9sewing@gmail.com).

Wanted: RCVFD Mountain Festival T-Shirt Chair
Come join the RCVFD Mountain Festival team as T-Shirt
Chair. Mentoring from the current T-Shirt Co-Chairs is
available (they are shifting to other Festival positions).
The position involves working with our graphic designer
to create, order, and sell commemorative shirts for the
Rist Canyon Mountain Festival. Please contact the

Picnic Table Buried

Under Snow
photo credit: H.J. Siegel

Silent Auction
photo credit: H.J. Siegel

Queen of the Book Bees
photo credit: H.J. Siegel

current T-Shirt Co-Chairs: Shannon Phelps (shannonp13@hotmail.com)
and Molly McLean (mollybea37@hotmail.com) for more information.

H. J. Siegel

RCVFD Board Vice President
Mountain Festival Coordinator

Hi@computer.org
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Save the Date!

Save the Datel

Afull day’s lineup of entertainment and activities for the entire family in a
beautiful mountain setting is a not-to-be missed event. Mark your calendars
for the annual Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department Mountain Festival. All
proceeds benefit the volunteer-based, donation-funded Rist Canyon Volunteer
Fire Department (RCVFD).

“The Mountain Festival provides us the opportunity to welcome visitors
and community members for a day of fun and entertainment for the entire
family,” says RCVFD Chief Mark Neuroth. “Equally important is that it allows us
to show our appreciation for the hard work and dedication of our all-volunteer
firefighters that respond to all types of emergencies.”

Come rain or shine, the festival is the perfect way to kick off the fall
season. Festival favorites include a gigantic used book sale, silent auction,
bake sale, plant sale, firefighter dunk tank, craft and art vendors, food trucks,
large covered seating area, and the 2024 RCVFD commemorative t-shirt booth.
Admission, parking, tractor-pulled hayride shuttle to/from the parking area
(handicapped parking available), live musical entertainment, large kid’s activity
area, farm animals, educational booths and demonstrations, and ice cream all
are free of charge.

“The Mountain Festival is a unique opportunity for the entire family to
enjoy a day in our beautiful mountain setting,” adds Chief Neuroth. “We look
forward to your joining us showing your support for our firefighters in their
biggest fund-raiser of the year.”

FOOD
HUGEN CRAFT

SILENT AUCTION - BAKE SALE
PLANT SALE - KIDS ACTIVITIES

MEET OUR FIREFIGHTERS - WATCH DEMONSTRATIONS

RisT CANYON &

MOUNTAIN

SATURDAY, SEPT. 1, 2024
10AM. - 4PM.

We hope you will mark your calendars
and plan to bring the entire family to
enjoy the festival. The festival location
is 14 miles from downtown Fort Collins
and 27 miles from Loveland.

Across from Fire Station 1 at
11835 Rist Canyon Rd.
Bellvue, CO 80512.

For more information visit
www.festival.RCVFD.org or follow us
on Facebook.com/RCMountainFest.

Preparations are already underway.
Find out how to participate as a vendor
(profit or non-profit participant),
volunteer, sponsor, or to donate items
to the silent auction by contacting the
Festival Coordinator, H.J. Siegel at
HJ@computer.org.

AND AS ALWAYS
IREEQ._J§Hii
ADMISSION ICE CREAM



Book Tent News
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l‘ We Book Bees have had several mornings of sorting and will continue to sort until
]‘ we run out of books. The community has been generous, and we have had several

|
| donor.

Donation boxes are located at Station 1 and at the Pleasant Valley Church near the
Bellvue Post Office.

After chairing the book tent for the last 5 years, I am stepping down as chair. I plan
to continue to help with the festival in any way I can and will be available to help

| the new chairperson. I have given the Mountain Festival Coordinator a guideline to
help the next chair.

If you are interested in working with a great group of people, please let us know.

| Carolyn Stanley

Bake Sale Tent News

' Please Donate Baked Goods for the Mountain Festival
| THANK YOU to all the fantastic community bakers that donated baked goods for
the Bake Tent last year! It was a great success, producing the highest profits in Bake |
| Tent history! We had the perfect combination of pies, cookies, dessert items, and

I breakfast goodies. Pies are our very popular big-ticket item. However, last year the
lower cost, small packages with a few cookies, brownies, or dessert bars were also
in high demand. People were munching on them as they walked around at the
festival. I hope you'll plan to contribute goodies again this year. Donating baked
goods is a terrific way to get the entire family involved in supporting our
firefighters and EMS. This year we will need a few volunteers to work at the Bake

| Tent on the day of the festival, so please consider getting involved in that way.
Thank you for supporting our incredible RCVFD that keeps us safe. If you have any
suggestions or questions, please feel free to contact me anytime.

| Patti Clutter |
” Bake Sale Chair i

858-248-6328 |
clutterp28@qmail.com |

— e —— e — — __ —
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Playing With (Wild) Fire

Local author Laura Pritchett read from her latest novel,
Playing With (Wild) Fire, at the Old Town Library as part of

i a In g the Fort Collins Book Fest in February. Inspired by events of

p ‘ the Cameron Peak Fire in 2020, the book is a set of linked
“"h stories told from the points of view of the people, animals,

and even trees of the region as they cope with and struggle

/'//, I d fl re to understand the disaster.

Pritchett lives in Bellvue and is the author of five previous

a noyel
LAURA PRITCH ETT novels and two works of nonfiction. Born in Fort Collins

and raised in LaPorte, she went to Cache La Poudre (CLP)

Book Cover schools and has been an active part of the community for

Playing With (Wild) Fire  yoarg She teaches and speaks

at events around the country
and also is Director of the MFA (Master of Fine Arts)
program in Nature Writing at Western Colorado

University. “I left for a few years to travel and earn my
PhD,” she said, “but I have always considered this area
my soul-home.”

During the 2020 and 2012 fires, she watched evacuees Author, Laura Pritchett,

come out of Rist Canyon from her living room window. reading from her book
“It was a terrible and traumatic time for so many,” she photo credit: Diane McCarthy
said. “And yet, we also saw the best of humanity. People

offering to help in big ways and small. Lemonade stands and taking care of strangers’
animals. Real compassion and care and gratitude for firefighters. I can’t tell you how

many people I saw crying out of relief and thanks — including myself!”

This is not her only book to contain wildfires — indeed, two of her other novels
contain fire, and four are set in this region. Her biggest take-home from the new book,
she says, is to reinforce the idea of community. “Sure, we have different ideologies
and politics and old feuds,” she said. “But when crisis hits, I'd like to believe we can
set that all aside. We can be there for one another in the ways that matter most —

7 continued on page 25



Notes from Your Area Representatives
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i‘ Our March snows have made the roads incredibly icy and snow packed. Always
' keep in mind which direction you are going to look ahead if going up or down a
hill. Up Hill always has the right of way in Colorado. There are a few areas that
reverse this. Be sure to contact your Road Association.

Blue birds have already been spotted gracing our bird boxes. Hummingbirds will
soon be cheering on spring. Remember to only use real sugar, no honey, raw, or fake |
sugars. Their systems cannot digest anything other than the regular sugar we buy.
Also, be sure to clean your bird feeders often. About every other week is

fine. However, for hummingbird feeders it should be every 3 to 4 days. Never use
bleach. If you don't get the feeders rinsed out well enough, it could poison

them. Vinegar with water is best, and be sure to rinse them very well with hot
water. Don't forget to check out our great nurseries in town for plants that our birds |
i can get their own food from. There are so many. Check out poppy, bee balm, flox,

and echinacea. Now enjoy the spring and summer birds.

Stratton Park Area Representative

|
o - S— — — — - -

photo credit: Louise Creager photo credit: Louise Creager
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Notes from Your Area Representatives
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By the time you receive this Ristwatch, the March snow storm will be a memory, |
and we will hopefully soon be seeing the spring flowers from all this moisture. The
birds are taking advantage of my feeders. Along with our regular birds, we have
several magpies hopping about our yard.

Signs for your home and Chimfex sticks are still free. I have some Chimfex sticks at
my home if you are interested in one.

Louise Creager has brought up this point, and I thought it was worth mentioning |
again. We came home from a party to a beeping in the house. The fire alarm was |
making it known it needed batteries. When we tried a new battery, it did not take ‘
care of the problem. We ended up replacing 2 alarms.

If you have any concerns about the fire department or their response to our area,

please let me know. Our area reps are here to help in any way we can. ]

Carolyn Stanley 3]
Pavis Ranch Area Representative

From Your RCVFD @ ] ‘\ With lots of snow the roads seem

| tobe in good shape. Packed snow
Address Signs H '
Address signs help your fire fighters find you
FASTER when you call. To order, call Louise at
970/217-6843.

Chimfex

Be prepared for a chimney fire. Ignite and place
into a closed firebox to extinguish a chimney fire in

and ice are still present so use

caution when traveling the Upper
Buckhorn.

Pretty soon we will see signs of

“spring moving in. Watch for the
creek to start breaking up and

justa few seconds. al open water becomes available for

forest animals. We’ve had a lot of

Chimney Fi{k’ ( 'himfex
I  turkeys around this year. Hope to

Email see you all around this spring!

Extinguishing Smoke .
Generated by Chimfex officers@rcvfd.org |

or your Area ]
Representative to Erica Michel
Upper Buckhorn Area Representative |

9 continued on page 13
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Bears. What’s the Problem?

Every year in North America, thousands of healthy
black bears and more than a hundred grizzly bears lose
their lives for being too good at making a living in
People country.

Ask almost any bear behavior expert what's the biggest
cause of human-bear conflicts, and the answer is always
the same: teaching bears to associate humans with food
is a recipe for trouble. Almost all conflicts between
people and bears can be traced back to people
intentionally or unintentionally attracting or providing
food sources for bears.

Bears instinctively avoid us. But foraging all day in the wild is a lot of work, and there are no
guarantees of turning in for the night with a full stomach. Foraging for five minutes in the garbage
is easy, predictable, and productive. Sometimes the lure of a life-sustaining easy meal for very little
effort is too powerful to ignore.

Bears are biologically programmed to follow their noses—seven times more powerful than a
bloodhound’s— to food sources, whether they’re around the corner or several miles away.

Nature has equipped bears with the size, strength, and endurance to regularly roam far and wide
searching for meals, along with the stomach of an omnivore, so they can eat just about anything.
Bears are naturally curious and constantly exploring their environment looking for new things to
eat. That can lead them to new natural food sources—or places it isn’t safe for bears to be.

Bears are attracted by anything that smells interesting or different or unusual. It doesn’t have to be
good to eat or even edible. Sometimes there are berries or nuts; or maybe an ant hill, beehive, or
rotten log full of insects; or even a yummy decomposing carcass at the end of the olfactory rainbow.

But sometimes a bear follows its nose to an overflowing garbage can, a bird feeder filled with seeds,
a mini-orchard of ripening fruit, a flock of chickens roaming through the backyard, a picnic table
groaning with food, or a backpack stuffed with energy bars. Getting its paws on such calorie-laden
rewards teaches the bear that overcoming its natural wariness of people pays off big time. Now the
bear will risk spending a few minutes someplace it doesn’t really want to be for the reward of a
quick and easy meal.

Sometimes the source of the interesting odor turns out to be something that’s not edible even by
bear standards, like a hot tub cover, vinyl tarp, container of oil, or a citronella candle. Sometimes
that good smell turns out to be coming from something like antifreeze that's downright lethal.

It usually starts with something small. If nothing bad happens, the bear learns it’s O.K. to come back
for more. The next time it won’t be so shy or wary. Soon, it may be going from house to house or

10 continued on page 11



Bears. What’s the Problem? cont’d from page 10

or camp to camp looking for handouts. Before you
know it the bear has become a “nuisance” and is
causing a lot of “problems.”

People expect bears to intuitively understand that
they’re supposed to respect our boundaries and leave
our stuff alone. But the only rules bears play by are self-
preservation and survival of the fittest.

While most people don’t have to worry about where
their next meal is coming from, all wild bears live from
paw to mouth, with no guarantees where or when

they’ll find something to eat. So when a bear discovers a

seemingly endless supply of high-calorie food, it will come back until the source dries up. It's
simple math. A bear foraging out in the woods would have to work all day long to find the same
number of calories it can gulp down in minutes in someone’s backyard. The less energy bears have
to expend finding food, the more fat they can store for their upcoming long winter’s fast.

If a hard-working woman struggling against all odds to make a living behaved like a mother bear,
we’d greatly admire her. We’d say things like, “No matter how tough life got, she figured out a way
to survive, find food for her family, and put a roof over their heads. She worked three jobs, learned
new skills, and took some big risks that paid off with big rewards.” The family would probably get
their own reality TV show and a bunch of lucrative endorsements.

In the real world it's much more likely the bear will learn to rely on people for food and become
human food-conditioned. The more relaxed human food-conditioned bears become around us, the
better the chances for conflicts between the two-footed and four-footed neighbors. When human-
bear conflicts escalate to encounters and confrontations, it's almost always the bear that loses.

Bear information in this issue excerpted from the Living with Bears Handbook by Linda Masterson
For more information or to order, visit livingwithbears.com

Find the The Bear Behavioral Ladder of Progression—

A step-by-step journey from wary beginning to untimely end
continued on page 12

11



Friends of the Festival

Join the RCVFD Mountain Festival Team! The photo below shows some of the RCVFD
Mountain Festival leadership team. The annual Festival raises money to support the
operations of the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department to take care of our shared
community. You call 911 and RCVED shows up to help you and your family. We welcome
and encourage community members to join our Festival leadership team, which works all
year to prepare the Festival. This year the Festival will be on Saturday, September 7, 2024.

Please contact Festival Coordinator
H.J. Siegel for more information:
HJ@computer.org. Thank you.

The March 2024 Gathering of some
of the “Friends of the Festival”
leadership team. Bottom row:
Smokey, Carolyn, Sandy, Pam,
Debbie, Janet, Debbie, Molly,
Shannon. Top row: Brett (behind
Smokey), Diane, Bridget, Juana,

H.J., Nancy, Trisha, Patti, James.

The Bear Behavioral Ladder of Progression—

A step-by-step journey from wary beginning to untimely end
cont’d from page 11

Smell something interesting. Follow nose to Start coming during the day
people place. Food smells good, but people since food supply seems
might be dangerous. endless and humans appear to

be harmless. Find open garage,
knock over refrigerator. Eat pizza and ice
cream. Score a week’s worth of calories.

Wait until dark to explore. Gobble up birdseed
on ground. Knock down feeder, eat lots more.
Run back to the woods.

Do enough damage to get reported. Make the
news. Start approaching people, looking for
food. Get trapped, ear-tagged and hauled

Come back a few nights later. Feeder is full
again! Chow down. Follow nose onto deck.
Jackpot! Find garbage by back door. Open,

scatter and eat. Score a day’s worth of calories. away
Plan to return often to this new food bonanza. Find your way back. Yummy treats still there!
Amble back to the woods. Pick up where you left off. Scare someone

putting out the trash. Get labeled a threat to

Come back a few nights later. Feeder is full human safety. Get killed way before your time.

again! Chow down. Explore the neighborhood.
Get much fatter much faster than you could Make room for another bear that smells
foraging in the woods. something interesting.

12
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Notes from Your Area Representatives, cont’d from page 9

\ Howdy from the Lower Buckhorn Rep. Very little news has happened in the Iower
ﬁ Buckhorn Canyon area in the new year. It has generally been very quiet and

| exceptionally dry until we received a two foot snow fall earlier in March. It was a

" very wet and heavy snow. I attempted to plow it about halfway through this storm
with my four-wheeler and plow but hardly made a dent in it. I even had to walk ‘
back to my garage to get a shovel to dig myself out because I got stuck at the end of |
the driveway next to CR 27. The County plows had already been through the road |
and piled the snow too high to break through it. Eventually I was able to borrow a
tractor from a neighbor to clear our driveway. We have ~200 yards of driveway.

- As I write, we have just received our second snow this month, but it’s only about
four inches deep. Fortunately, the snows have melted at a slow enough pace that
there has been no flooding of the creek so far.

Best wishes to all in our area of the Buckhorn.

225 Frontage Road - Fort Collins, CO 80527

221-5300
Check out our website at: www:pvcoop.com

13



Rist Canyon and Stove Prairie Noxious Weed Invasion

A two-front hostile invasion is displacing valuable
wildlife habitat and degrading the landscape in our
area. The aggressors are moving through Rist Canyon,
Stove Prairie, and the surrounding areas at an
alarming rate.

The aggressors are state-identified “noxious weeds.”
Two quick moving, now highly visible species top the
list in our area: Leafy Spurge (pictured at top right)
and Dalmation Toadflax (pictured at lower left).

In the spring, summer and fall, the hills along Rist
Canyon are covered with a neon yellow-flowering
plant known as Leafy Spurge. Meanwhile, the hills

Leafy Spurge | photo credit: Karen Salaz

between Masonville and Stove Prairie
have rapidly expanding areas of
yellow glow from the highly
aggressive Dalmation Toadflax
blossom:s.

Larimer County follows the
guidelines of the Colorado Noxious
Weed Act, which defines “noxious
weeds” as plants that are exotic and
invasive. Exotic in this context means
non-native, or weed species that
originated in other parts of the world.
Most weed species considered
noxious in Colorado originated in
regions of Europe and Asia with a
climate similar to the Rocky

Mountains.[1
Dalmation Toadflax | photo credit: Karen Salaz

Invasive plants are defined as those
which are vigorous and competitive
enough to crowd out desirable plants (including grasses) and, in doing so, decrease native plant
diversity and wildlife habitat. The increased vigor and competitive ability of a non-native plant
is the result of being introduced into an area with different grazing animals, dissimilar predatory
insects and diseases, and without the limiting factors that kept it in check in its native land.l1

14 continued on page 18
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1 NEED OF ELECTRICAL SERVICESE

WETAR EMOURIEOCALIERECTRICAL CONMRAGICORES

-

SINGE RIST CANNON, BUCKHORN CANYOWN,
L FOIUPIRE CANYIOR, AND THE FRONT RANGE e

> = “

S

v

ENSERERIR " E N

970.493.3027
FAMILY OWNED R
LOCALLY OPERATED ERNST SCHOLZ OWNER/MASTER ELECTRICIAN

Co-op Membership Benefits

Discover the Youth Support
Your Cooperative Offers

There are many ways your co-op adds value
to your life and supports our kids.

» Summer youth trips for high school
juniors & seniors

« Scholarships for high school seniors
continuing their education

* Electrical safety demonstrations
* Online safety activities, games & information

* Grants for STEAM classroom projects

Applications open 8/1.

&' ' Scan this code to learn more or visit us online at
pvrea.coop/my-community/for-our-kids/
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WWW.RONSEQUIPMENT.COM
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quipment
lOVEI.AIID JOHNSTOWN

ompany
55&%'.?1!{ gA"nc'lEII% PROUD SIII’I'IIRT©ERS OF THE RCVFD

906 N. HIGHWAY 287 | 33894 HIGHWAY 52
FORT COLLINS, CO KEENESBURG, CO

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR ALL
SERVING 7ot mututtc deaa AGRICULTURAL & CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

ST0667.1108

PROMPT DEPENDABLE SERVICE
“Over 55 Yoars - Famnily Owned and Opovatod™

The Front Rangs & Jou-amn S70203.1144 %
Northern Colorado Bouder 300444 45 m:.i-

MASSEY FERGUSON

CONCRETE FOR ANY SPECIFICATION

Power
your life

Make power outages a thing
of the past with a home
standby generator.

GENERAC |

Are you prepared for Power Outages?

Power outages... we've all suffered through them. The good news is, you don’t need to any longer.

Generac home standby generators automatically provide backup power during a utility power outage —
whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours or several days, your family and home are protected.
So sure, keep the candles and flash lights, but it's time to get serious about preparing for power outages.

Call or go online today for more information

Sales: 970.484.8696
L1
q ff Colins etz inc. Senvice: 970.658.6759

Website: Collins-Control.com G E N E RAC®
<

2649 East Mulberry Street Suite 16, Fort Collins, Colorado 80524
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Noxious Weed Invasion, cont’d from page 14

The Colorado Noxious Weed Act lists weed species
considered to be a threat to the economy and environment.
The Larimer County Noxious Weed Management Plan
requires eradication of all List A species and eradication or
suppression of List B species depending on abundance within
the county.

List A species are not well established in Colorado; yet, they
potentially pose a problem to the state, and require
mandatory eradication. In Colorado, List A species are
designated by the Ag Commissioner. Currently, none are

Dalmation Toadflax Closeup Presentin the RCVFD coverage area. Orange hawk weed is
photo credit: Karen Salaz growing south of our area.

List B species are common enough in Colorado that eradication is not feasible. Depending on
their regional distribution, these species may be recommended for eradication, suppression, or
containment. For List B species, the Ag Commission — in consultation with the state noxious
weed advisory committee, local governments, and other interested parties — develops and
implements state noxious weed management plans designed to stop their continued expansion.
List B species prolific in our area include: Bull Thistle, Canada Thistle, Dalmation Toadflax,
Dame’s Rocket, Hoary Cress, Houndstongue, Leafy Spurge, Musk Thistle, Scotch Thistle, and
Yellow and hybrid Toadflax (populations are in the south end of our area).

List C species are widespread and well established. These plants are invasive, but currently no
management action is mandated by the state for these species. List C species in our area include:
Common Mullein, Cheatgrass, Field Bindweed, and Johnsongrass.

Watch List Species are those that pose a potential threat to the agricultural productivity and
environment values and serve advisory and educational purposes only. [l

The Larimer County Weed District does not service the entire RCVFD coverage area; however,
they provide advice and assistance to all areas of the county. They are located at 2649 E.
Mulberry St., Suite 6 in Fort Collins. Free literature can be found at www.larimer.org/weeds .
The office can educate landowners on tools to address various noxious weed issues. Hours of

operation are from 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Friday (except holidays), DNR_WeedDistrict@larimer.org,
please call ahead. The CDA also has an illustrated online reference resource at Noxious Weed

Species ID | Department of Agriculture (https://ag.colorado.gov/conservation/noxious-weeds/species-id# a).

Compiled by Karen Salaz in consultation with
the Larimer County Weed District Weed Specialist Casey Cisneros.

1] Larimer County Weed District | Larimer County

and Noxious Weed Species ID | Department of Agriculture (colorado.gov)
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Here’s My Card

g' F p Jeff Reynolds
: yrerro

‘Your fire experts since 2002’
firoplaces+outdoor kitchens+fire pits

Tireplaces, Stoves, Outdoor Kitchens, & Masonry Heaters
Sales, Service, & Installation

5609 McWhinney Blvd
Loveland, CO 80538
Phone: 970/213-7962

www.fyrepro.com fyrepro@gmail.com

“Connccting with Communitg...
Connccting with (30d”

STOVE PRAIRIE COMMUNITY CHURCH

Pt

Worship Service every Sunday at 10 AM
at Stove Prairie Ranch—970/682-7311
Everyone welcome!

Offering a wide
range of services

.
e H gh Altltude ! involving

2 Associates, Inc. ~ [Ig(eElile4R
landscaping,
and other major
property

. upgrades.
Jordan Levick Fire cleanup [N
& restoration Call for details!

(970) 567-5396
Highaltitudeinc@gmail.com

Edward Jones

Mike Boyles
Financial Advisor

St Michaels Town Square
6560 29th St Unit 106
Greeley, CO 80634
970-330-6771

edwardjones.com

MKT-5894M-A

HighAltitudeHoney.com

(970) 577-6001 @gmail.com

/i

6w o

HighAltitudeHoney8500

= HANDYMAN SERVICES
o
Jeremy Lawson 970.672.6559 _
Owner jeremy@lawsonshandymanservices.com
lawsonshandymanservices.com @
| — —
1f you have an

emergency, always



Thank You, Rist Canyon
Nolunteer Flre Departmentl

For 70 years we've been treating our customers
like family. Stop in and experience the difference.

Tires - Service Repair - Heavy Duty

899 Riverside Ave - 970-482-0156 - HouskaAutomotive.com fOy
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Garry Lundstedt

@ ASE Certified
% Master Technician
undatcdt

ﬂutomotwc

1401 E._Lincoln Ave

Ft. Collins, CO 80524 970-221-9400

We have a Medium & Heavy

Duty Truck Specialist

Complete Auto and Truck Repair
Including:
» Transmissions » Diesel Repair
» Clutch’s » Computer Controls
» 4 WD » Air Conditioning
» Performance Modifications » Dyno Tuning
» Diesel Emission Testing

» Registered Emissions Repair Facility

Thank You
We appreciate your business & referrals!

FRAYER & ASSOCIATES, CPA PC
Bl

e  Monthly accounting with explained

MONA F. FRAYER, CPA MBA
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Telephone (970) 419-3200

501 STOVER STREET

FORT COLLINS, CO 80524

e-mail: mfrayercpa@yahoo.com

financial statements
e Long-Term Care, life, disability, and
buy sell insurance
e  Business, Individual, Non-Profit and
Sales Tax returns
e Individual and Business Financial Statements
e Free "2 hour consults for New Clients

e  Ask us about any other needs you may have
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Automotive and Farm Tires, Feed / Livestock
Equipment, Auto Repairs and

Propane
ACE

Hardware

Ace Hardware Store
Farm & Ranch Supply
Car Care Center
Refined Fuels
Agronomy & Crop Production

[Rtetad EHusqvarna

Our Auto Repair Shop is top notch, stop in & see us.
Overhaul - Brakes — Transmission

225 Frontage Road
Fort Collins, CO 80527
221-5300

Check out our website: www:pvcoop.com

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SERVICE.

We are proud to
support the RCVFD

= Bank of Colorado

3 THERE’'S ONLY ONE

FORT COLLINS 1609 East Harmony Road, 970.206.1160
1102 Lincoln Avenue, 970.223.8200
107 North College Avenue, 970.267.3650

MEMBER FDIC
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[ TV - Conservation Easement = Crystal Lakes Mtn Get-Away
i * Ly = Halligan Reservoir Close By
f
by ‘N‘,\‘
/ 5
%
f X
'. \\; . - . - - i b
‘x o> - ~ 997 Acres = Well Maintained Home « ~75 Acres - 2 Lots Together
4 % = Horse Property in Glacier View = Easy Access to |-25 - 2688 SqFt Shop w/Full
F ‘) Kitchen + 2 Barns »
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= ~2.71Acres = ~17Acres { f'
« Circular Driveway & Shed = Quiet Property in Crystal Lakes i \ /‘
MANY BUYERS ARE LOOKING - ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING? \
5

\

Don't wait until you are ready to list or buy! My marketing plan will have you ready from the
first day of the listing.

Would you like a Complimentary Real Estate Review of your property?
Just call or email me for you personal update.

Your Neighbor and Trusted Local Professional - FULL service - FULL time REALTOR®,

\/
Louise Creager Your Neighbor .Y

‘ABR, GRI, REO, CNE, SFR

Military Specialist Since 198 —
LY Brlcike?/Assoclia;e 9 9 REZAX R E/ M A
¥ (970) 217-6843 =4 ALLIANCE

b . 4703-A Boardwalk Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80525 | 970-226-3990
. /Lou1seCreager@gma11.com Each office independently owned & operated £ [

-
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LIQUOR KABINET

Locally owned! Stop by and say hello!

3035 West Prospect Road
Fort Collins, CO

970-484-4400

MANY THANKS TO
RIST CANYON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

Free No Cost No Obligation
Brokers Price Opinion for
your Rist Canyon Property.
*Property Owners*

I will help You with any
Larimer County Property Tax

Valuation Protest for FREE.

WWW. Garyw com
www.coloradomountains.com

Thinking of selling? Sellers | am
serious about earning your
business and | am willing to
donate 10% of my commission earned to RCVFD or the charity of your choice.

Call Us Today and I will go to work for you!

Thinking about Buying Land in Bellvue? | can be Your Buyer's Agent and Represent
your interests; AND have Seller pay all commissions in most cases, Plus credit you
$250 at closing for any house.




JGC Inc

JOHN GARZA CONCRETE
(970)-222-9363
Debbiegarza22@gmail.com

Do you want concrete done right? Contact John today!

Basement Depth Extension

Broomed Fir_lish

After (Slickﬁﬁishedﬂoor)

From flatwork to walls, John Garza Concrete has you covered. With nearly 40 years of experience
paired with hard work and integrity, we are the company for the job!
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Playing With (Wild) Fire, cont’d from page 7

— which involves kindness and understanding.” At her talks, Laura reminds people

of the importance of donations and support for local volunteer firefighting groups.

The Chief of the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department, Mark Neuroth, also spoke at
the event and shared a slideshow of photos taken during the Cameron Peak and other

fires to which he has responded over the years.

RCVFD Chief Mark Neuroth speaks
at the Old Town Library
photo credit: Carol Miller

Chief Neuroth and Laura Pritchett are
neighbors, and she shared many early chapters
with him to get feedback about perspectives of
firefighters on the front lines.

Neuroth told the audience that many of the
stories in Playing With (Wild) Fire really hit home,
and he was proud to be involved in the writing
process. He also reminded the audience that Rist
Canyon and so many other fire departments in
wildfire-threatened regions do not receive tax
dollars, relying on donations and fundraisers
and grants to do their important work.

He expressed his pride in the RCVFD and the
hard work its members put in to keep their
training current.

We owe all of our volunteers and firefighters and EMTs a big thank you.

Piane McCarthy
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Two Easy Ways to Help the RCVFD

You can donate through Colorado
Gives any time of the year!
Please Spread the WORD to
family and friends!

o
<

COLORADOGIVES.ORG® . &

A program of Community First Foundation A t_ad G

il

It's easy—just post this link:
http:/ / coloradogives.org/RistCanyonVolunteerFireDepartment

to Facebook and ask them to donate! Your fire department thanks you!

The process only takes a few minutes. If you don't already have a free King Soopers
Rewards Card, request one from your cashier or the service desk. Once that's done, jump on
your computer and go to www.kingsoopers.com /communityrewards. Click on the link to

Did You Know?

The RCVFD earns about $1,800 every
quarter, or $7,600 annually, from the King
Soopers Rewards Card.

This generous program gives the RCVFD
5% of all of your purchases at King Soopers.
This includes groceries, toiletries, supplies,
clothing, gas, and even prescriptions.

"Enroll" and you're done!

enroll. Set up an account, or sign in if you already have one. Then click on Community
Rewards from the list on the left. Use the "Find an Organization" box to enter our NPO
number, YP687, and click “Search”. It will verify that you have selected the RCVED. Click

Always scan your Rewards Card when shopping. As a Rewards member, you'll save money
and earn points towards gas discounts, and the RCVFD will receive 5% of your purchases.

If you have any questions about the King Soopers Rewards Program, contact them at
800/576-4377. And thank you for telling your neighbors to sign up, too!

You can see your contributions to the RCVFD through the King Soopers app!
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2023 Annual Drive: Budget $130,309 - Donations YTD $16,863

Anderson, Annette
Armstrong, Eleanor

Awtrey, Christopher & Sloane
Bastian, Richard & Vicki
Bevers, Mike & Melanie
Bevers, Morris

Boltz, Willie

Boscan, Pedro & K. Touran
Brautigam, Wayne & Myrna
Burggraff, Gerri

Coors, James

Creager, BJ & Louise
DeBerry, Hal & Jenny
Dukart, Lane & Sue

Emery, William & Elaine
Faber, Neil & Debra

Fried, Eric & Cheryl Rayner
Hediger, Randy & Jean
Henchenski, Robert & Lisa
Henrickson, Nancy

Herrera, Rachel

Holtzer, Thomas & Irene
Horn, Deborah

Johnson, Christopher
Johnson, Frederick & Antonia
Koturov, Marisue & Daneil
Laux, John & Jenny

Lawson, Paul

Lebesch, Jeffery & Zia Zybko
Levick, William & Joan
Lyman, Ronald & Julie
Magruder, Andrew

Masone, Joseph & Maria
McCracken, Mark

Minick, Jerry & Shannon
Mueller, Johanna

Muirhead, Larry & Sharon
Murphy, Cindy

Murray, Laura Neil
Neergaard, Kenneth & Marian
Neil, George & Joni

Nelson, Lynne

Newman, Paul & N. McElroy
Norris, Robert & Pamela Gilles

Building a Better Tomorrow

Oesterle, Max & Pamela

Otte, Jean

Porensky, John & Lauren
Pritchett, Laura

Schleppy, Raymond & Wendy
Schneider, Robert & Joan
Schulke, Will & Erin Peterson
Shenk, Tanya

Skelton, Joe & Deanna

Skolds, Evelyn

Stephens, Jon & Susanne
Stove Prairie Comm. Church
Swenson, Charles & Elizabeth
Swindler, Lee & Sheri
Talarico, Ronald & Nanette
Tisthammer, Thomas & Bridget
Toplyn, Ron & Cathy
Willauer, David & Diane

Thanks to everyone!
Your support is so important
to the health of our RCVFD!

THANK YOU!

If we missed you, please call 970/419-0397.
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P. O. Box 2

Bellvue, CO 80512
www.rcvfd.org

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department
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2023 RCVFD Board of Directors — RCVFDboard@rcvfd.org

President

Chief, 2nd VP
Treasurer
Secretary

Vice President
Asst. Treasurer
Ristwatch Editor

Neil Faber
Mark Neuroth
Diane McCarthy
Leisa Taylor
H.J. Siegel
Richard Lund
Ellison Carter

RCVFD Area Representatives

Lower Buckhorn
Upper Buckhorn
Davis Ranch
Rist Canyon
Stove Prairie
Stratton Park
Whale Rock

Dean Yoder
Erica Michel
Carolyn Stanley
Debbie Benson
Tim Stratman
Louise Creager
Roger Dev

720/205-8447
303/748-5243
312/244-0976
970/493-1236
970/416-9062
970/419-0397
219/241-7141

970/493-4232
970/222-1795

970/221-2024
720/999-3003
970/484-2821
970/217-6843

970/658-0360

president@rcvfd.org
chief@rcvfd.org
treasurer@rcvfd.org

secretary@rcvfd.org
vicepresident@rcvfd.org
assistanttreasurer@rcvfd.org
ristwatch@rcvfd.org

¥ To add, remove, or correct
§ your mailing address,
1 please email Diane McCarthy at

, treasurer@rcvfd.org or call
§ 312/244-0976.
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