
Mountain Festival 
and RCFVD 50th Anniversary!

I want to thank all the Volunteers who 
made this year’s Mountain Festival one 
for the record books. Because of your 
valuable time, we not only came 
together for a great community cause, 
but we raised a record amount of money 
and enjoyed record attendance. For those 
of you who want to join in this fun, there 
are still plenty of opportunities to 
volunteer, both for the Festival and for 
the Department. Contact your Area 
Representative if you are interested.

Looking forward, next year the RCVFD 
gets to celebrate it’s 50th year in 2025.  
We have a committee that is gathering 

pictures and stories of our first 50 years.  
It is an incredible story of people who 
have built this Department from a small 
group of volunteers to the highly 
professional and well outfitted 
responders we all benefit from today.  
When you see the totality of what has 
been accomplished in the previous 50 
years, you will be impressed.

Your first opportunity to take in some of 
the 50th anniversary celebration will be 
at our annual meeting, to be held on 
November 2nd at 1 PM at Stove Prairie 
Ranch. It is a potluck lunch at a beautiful 
facility.  We really hope to see you there!

Neil Faber 
President - 2024 

RISTWATCH

RCVFD Quarterly Newsletter    P. O. Box 2, Bellvue, CO 80512    Issue No. 112    October 2024 

Letter from the President

1



2

2024 RCVFD Mountain Festival a Big Success!
The annual RCVFD Mountain Festival was held on Saturday, September 7, 2024, to 
raise funds for the Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department. It was a fun day and an 
excellent Festival. We are still calculating the profit for RCVFD because there are some 

expenses to come in and some Silent Auction purchasers need to pick up and pay for 
their items. We plan to announce the final amount of profit at the RCVFD annual 
community potluck lunch meeting at 1pm on Saturday, November 2, 2024, at Stove 
Prairie RANCH. Based on the information we have now, I am estimating we made 

over $30,000 profit for the fire department!

There were about 3,200 happy attendees. Over 135 neighbor 
volunteers worked together to make the Festival happen; 
they are listed in this newsletter. This event brought 
neighbors together to renew old friendships, build new 
friendships, inform people about the activities of RCVFD, 
and raise money for our fire department.

This year’s Festival featured a huge used book sale with over 
20,000 books; a wonderful silent auction with over 300 items; 
a delicious bake sale with about 75 pies plus over 1,000 
smaller items (e.g., cookies, brownies, muffins); a plant sale 
with over 200 plants; a great RCVFD Festival T-shirt sale, 
where we sold over 200 T-shirts, hoodies, and tanks with this 

Letter from the Vice President
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year's logo, plus about 40 vintage shirts from past years; 47 booths with craft sellers 
and other vendors; over 20 non-profit educational booths; outstanding live musical 
entertainment by four local bands; an old-fashioned dunk tank; firefighter 
demonstrations of equipment; a display of our fire trucks; free ice cream in a variety 
of flavors; food trucks; and a kids’ area with lots of different activities, games, and 
farm animals. In addition, we had over 35 generous groups supporting the Festival as 
sponsors! The presentation at the RCVFD Annual Meeting (again, to be held at 1pm 
on Saturday, November 2, 2024 at the Stove Prairie RANCH) will provide more 
information and show photographs of the event.

Please mark your calendars for next year’s Festival: Saturday, September 6, 2025. 

To join the Festival team, please contact H.J. Siegel, Festival Coordinator 
[HJ@computer.org]. There are lots of ways to help in the months before, days before, 
during, and after the Festival. We happily welcome new members for the “Friends of 
the Festival” leadership team! Joining is a great way to meet your neighbors, become 
involved in the community, and support your volunteer firefighters.

H. J. Siegel 
RCVFD Board Vice President 

Mountain Festival Coordinator 
HJ@computer.org

Letter from the Vice President
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F E S T I V A L . R C V F D . O R G  / R C M O U N T A I N F E S T

PLATINUM SPONSOR | $2,500 DONATION

PREMIUM SPONSORS | $1,000 DONATION

PARTNER SPONSORS | $500 DONATION

PATRON SPONSORS | $250 DONATION

DUNK TANK | $300 DONATION

FESTIVAL FRIENDS | $100 DONATION

Thanks to all of you who joined us at this year’s festival! Our sponsors alone helped 

us raise $27,578.00. We are still tallying how much all of you, our community, helped us 

raise. Thanks also to all of our volunteers, firefighters and board members who put in 

countless hours! All proceeds benefit the RCVFD and help protect our community!

Richard Perry

Jon & Susanne 
Stephens

Christopher & Sloane 
Awtrey
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Thank You to the Community Volunteers Who Made  
the 2024 RCVFD Mountain Festival a Success!

Most of the 2024 RCVFD Mountain Festival activities and the names of most of the 
volunteers who participated in those activities are listed below. A big thanks to the 
over 135 community volunteers who worked together so about 3,200 people could 
come together for a fun day, learn about RCVFD, and raise money for RCVFD 
supplies and equipment. For information about how you can join our great team of 
volunteers, please contact me, H.J. Siegel, Mountain Festival Coordinator, 
HJ@computer.org.

Announcer: Neil Faber.

Bake Sale: Patti Clutter, Chair; Bonnie Shetler, Brad Schnee, Bridget Tisthammer, 
Carolyn Stanley, Casey, Dana Stewart, Darcy Budge, Debbie Faber, Diane McCarthy 
Henry, James Clutter, Jen Wright, Jenny Schwartz, Karen Salaz, Melanie Bevers, Mo 
Reilly, Molly McLean, Nancy Diefenderfer, Owen Birg-Arnold, Sarah Rowan, 
Shannon Phelps, Shelley O’Conner, Terri Tracy, Tiffany Link, Trisha Johnston, and all 
the wonderful community members that donated delicious baked goods for the sale.

Book Sale: Carolyn Stanley and Kathy Cox, Co-Chairs; 
Airn Hartwig, Alicia Werner, Allan Dunlop, Barb 
Monesson, Beth Corbitt, Betsy Bartel, Calne Snyder, 
Casey, Clay Cox, Corey Stewart, Dana Stewart, Darcy 
Budge, David Thomas, Debbie Faber, Diane McCarthy, 
Erica Michaels, Gene Morenko, Gretchen Long, 
Hannah Brickse, Harry Bates, Henry, H.J. Siegel, 
Hunter Squibb, James Clutter, Jane Binder, Janet Siegel, 
Jeff Brack, Jeff Elsner, Jennifer Stratman, Jessie 
Ceplecha, Jim Terrell, Joanne Fallert, Jocelyn Wolf, Joni 
Neil, Karen Salaz, Kim Canfield, Kim Workman, Lana 
Olsson, Larry Monesson, Linda Dellmar, Linda Squibb, 
Lucy Corro, Lyle Benson, Mark Squibb, Matt Faber, Matt Hartwig, Mia Lauenroth, 
Mike Salaz, Mike Wilkins, Molly, Molly Mclean, Mourine Weaver, Neil Faber, Nick 
Pahn, Paige Hogan, Pam Thomas, Pat Baker, Pat Carey, Patti Clutter, Randy Hediger, 
Randy Stanley, Ray Godel, Richard Perry, Rob Budge, Scott Hogan, Shannon Phelps,

Festival Volunteers

Photo credit: Erica Michel
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Thank You to the Community Volunteers Who Made  
the 2024 RCVFD Mountain Festival a Success!

Book Sale, continued: Savoy Kirkpatrick, Shayne Magstadt, Susan Weaver, Tanya 
Shenk, Teri Tracy, Tim Jackson, Tim Stratman, Trisha Johnson, Vivan Burke, 
Willam Binder.

Community Volunteers Sign-Up List: Trisha Johnston. 
Craft/Vendor Booths: Debbie Benson, Chair; Claudia Arrieta, Judy Wrighton, Kelly 

Wrighton, Kya Sparks.
Credit Card Reader Attachments: Diane McCarthy.
Dunk Tank: Trisha Johnston, Chair; Amelia Lauenroth, Brett Johnston, Diane 

McCarthy.
Electricity: James Clutter.
Entertainment: Sandy Deraney-Reilly, Chair; Randy Hediger (Stage Construction), 

Brett Johnston (Stairs Builder), Shaped Music (Sound Company), Fish Carpenter 
(Sound Engineer); Bands:  AKA (Also Known As), Choice City Trio, Liz Barnez 
Band, Wendy Woo Band.

Facilities (e.g., tents, tables, chairs, potties): Shannon Phelps.
Festival Coordinator: H.J. 

Siegel.
Field Layout: Shannon 

Phelps.
Field Provider: Gail & Gene 

Michaud.
Food Trucks: Bridget 

Tisthammer.
Graphic Designer: Brett Carr.
Ice Cream: Nancy 
Diefenderfer, Chair; Abbas 
Hamid, Bridget Tisthammer, 
Calvin Hawks, Daniel 

Diefenderfer, Jack Johnston, Jordan Hawks, Landan Hawks, Leslie Paris, Louise 
Creager, Moby Wile, members of the American Legion Post 2000, Loveland, CO.

Kids’ Activities: Trisha Johnston, Chair; Abba Hamid, Angie Mc Quillian, Jack 
Johnston, Jon McQuillan.

Festival Volunteers

Photo credit: Erica Michel
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Thank You to the Community Volunteers Who Made  
the 2024 RCVFD Mountain Festival a Success!

Mentor: Richard Lund.
Non-Profit and Educational Booths: Trisha Johnston, Chair; Angela McQuillan, 

Diane McCarthy, Jon McQuillan. 
Parking Areas Setup: Jeff Elsner, Chair.
Parking Control Day of Festival: John Benshoff, Chair.
Permit: Bridget Tisthammer.
Photographer: Erica Michel.
Plant Sale: Kimberley Carr, Chair; Ann 

Doering, Brett Carr, Karen Steadman, Keven 
Hoover, Polly Hoover, Roger Dev.

Publicity – Posters: Brett Carr.
Publicity – Press Releases and Ads for 

Newspapers, Radio: Karen Salaz.
Publicity – Social Media: Debbie Faber.
RCVFD Fire Trucks: Juana Jackson, Chair; 

Firefighters.
RCVFD Firefighter Demonstrations: Mark 

Neuroth, Chair; Karen Steadman, 
Amelia Lauenroth, Pedro Boscan.

RCVFD Firefighters who worked on Festival 
activities: Juana Jackson, Chair; Luci Corro 
Co-chair; Amelia Lauenroth, Calne Snyder, 
Carol Dollard, Debbie Benson, Gretchen 
Long, H.J. Siegel, Hunter Squibb, Jeff Brack, Jeff Elsner, Jeff Stark, Jesse Ceplecha, 
Jim Terrel, Jocelyn Wolf, John Benshoof, Karen Steadman, Kim Workman, Larry 
Monesson, Lyle Benson, Mark McCracken, Mark Neuroth, Mike Wilkins, Pedro 
Boscan, Ruben Arrieta, Shayne Magstadt, Tricia Ramos.

Road Signs: Randy Hediger.
Shuttle Tractor Drivers: Brett Johnston, Joshua Neufeldt.
Shuttle Trailer: Neil Faber.
Silent Auction: Janet Siegel, Chair; Pam Thomas, Co-Chair; Brian Miller, Debbie 

Benson, Diane McCarthy, David Thomas, Erica Michel, Gretchen Long, … 

Festival Volunteers

Photo credit: Erica Michel
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Thank You to the Community Volunteers Who Made  
the 2024 RCVFD Mountain Festival a Success!

Silent Auction, continued: James Clutter, Lyle Benson, Melissa Thomas, Randy 
Hediger, Sky Siegel.

Sponsorships: James Clutter, Chair; Brett Carr, Bridget Tisthammer, Carolyn Stanley, 
Dana Stewart, Diane McCarthy, H.J. Siegel, Karen Salaz, Lauren Lee, Louise 
Creager, Nancy Diefenderfer, Richard Lund, Sandy Deraney-Reilly, Sarah Rowan, 
Shannon Phelps, Trisha Johnston.

T-Shirts: Lauren Lee, Sarah Rowan co-chairs; Erika Sloat, Zach Farrell.
Treasurer: Diane McCarthy; Assistant Treasurer: Richard Lund.
Vehicle Show: Josef Dvorak, Chair; Gene Morenko.
Wi-Fi: Mark McCracken, Chair; Josef Dvorak, Co-Chair; Debbie Benson, Lyle 

Benson.

Festival Volunteers

Help Us Prepare for the 50th Anniversary! 

Help us prepare for next year’s 50th Anniversary celebration of the RCVFD. 

Do you have photos or short stories from years past to share? We would love to 
hear from you and learn what you might have to share and incorporate into next 
year’s 50th anniversary celebration activities.

Submissions to the Ristwatch 

Submissions of written work or photographs are welcome and will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis. Please send submissions to the Ristwatch Editor at 
ristwatch@rcvfd.org.

The Ristwatch reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, or cancel any article or ad at any time. We base 
this decision on our responsibility to our readers. We will not knowingly print any article or ad that is 
misleading or untruthful. Articles submitted to the Ristwatch are a representation of the author and 
not necessarily an endorsement by the RCVFD.



RCVFD Monthly Meeting Schedule 

Operations —1st Wednesdays (6-7 PM)

Fire Training—2nd Wednesdays (7-9:30 PM)

Board Meeting—3rd Wednesdays (6-8 PM)

Medical Training—4th Wednesdays (7-9 PM)

Ops, Fire, and Medical Trainings are at Firehouse #1 at 11835 Rist Canyon Road. 
Board meetings are held at Firehouse #1, or on Zoom if necessary.  All Rist Canyon 
area residents are welcome to attend.  Around the first of each month, RCVFD 
sends out a Community Alert with the deadline to request a copy of the agenda. If 
you would like to receive the agenda, please email your name, email address, and 
phone number to the RCVFD Board Secretary at secretary@rcvfd.org. Please note 
that the agenda will arrive one to two days before the scheduled meeting. To sign 
up for Community Alerts, visit RCVFD.org.
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You are cordially invited
to the Stove Prairie RANCH

Saturday, November 2nd, 2024 
1 PM - 3:30 PM 

Join us at the scenic Stove Prairie RANCH for a lunch-time 
potluck and the Fire Department’s Annual Meeting.

1-2 PM: Potluck lunch and socializing. (Please bring a dish and 
nonalcoholic drinks to share.)

2-3:30 PM: Business meeting, including reports from the RCVFD fire 
chief, board president, treasurer, and the festival chair; and election of 
the Board of Directors.

All Area Residents 
are encouraged to 

attend!  

Please RSVP to 
rsvp@rcvfd.org 

mailto:secretary@rcvfd.org


10	 	 	 continued on pg 12

Notes from Your Area Representatives

Summer has given way to autumn and with it brings a chill to the air. The leaves 
have just started to change, and the hummingbirds have flown south. Time to take 
down the feeders and give them a good cleaning until we need them next year. The 
roads seem to be in great shape heading into the new season with a few soft spots 
along the sides — just take the road easy and slow to avoid any issues. With the 
cooler temps, animals start to make their way down the canyon. We’ve seen a lot 
more moose and turkeys in the area, so keep your eyes open. I was able to 
volunteer with the United States Forest Service (USFS) this summer and help get 
the Buckhorn Ranger station open. We had several community members visit. We 
look forward to more visitors next season.

Erica Michel 
Upper Buckhorn Area Representative

Happy Fall to you! We had an excellent 
turnout at Station One on Saturday 
September 28th for the Land Scam 
Class. Keri Roark from Fidelity National 
Title gave an excellent presentation and 
shared many interesting stories of 
people having their properties sold 
without their knowledge. Many in 
attendance were surprised by how 
frequently it happens. Keri also shared 
ways we can potentially prevent this 
from happening. If you would like more 
information, please contact me. I can 
offer a class to your road association or 
visit with you personally. 

Enjoy the Beauty of the Fall Season. The 
Colors are Magnificent this year.  

Louise Creager  
Stratton Park Area Representative

Address Signs 

Thank you for getting your address 
sign so we can find you when you call. 
If you have your sign, don't forget to 
install it so our Firefighters can see it 
from both directions.

Photo credit: Louise Creager
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12	 	 	 continued on pg 14

Notes from Your Area Representatives, cont’d from pg 10

It is the season for leaves 
changing colors, cutting 
wood, and bulging 
Elk. This is also the time 
our feather friends are 
awaiting us to fill the 
feeders.

We still have the address 
signs, the free Chimfex 
sticks, and helicopter 
insurance information. 
Please contact any Area 
Rep for these items.

If you have any concerns 
about the fire 
department or if I can 
answer any questions, 
please let me know.  We 
are here to help you.

Carolyn Stanley 
Davis Ranch Area Rep

The lower Buckhorn has been beautiful and relatively quiet so far this fall. We’re 
starting to see more deer moving around our area and the turkeys seem to be more 
plentiful the closer one gets to Masonville. The fall colors continue to turn the trees 
yellow, and the bushes and scrub oak are turning vibrant oranges and reds.

The major concern for the area is the lack of moisture. The average daily humidity 
levels are 20% or even lower. Please consider that unattended use of fire and target 
practice even can spark a fire this time of year. Otherwise, until the snow arrives, 
use your God-given common sense and enjoy the changing of seasons.

Dean Yoder 
Lower Buckhorn Area Representative

Book Tent Thank You 

I would like the thank all the volunteers who helped in the 
festival. The Book Bees, husbands, families and neighbors 
worked hard to earn money for our fire department. We could 
not do this without all of you. I would also like to thank Beth 
Corbitt, Debbie and Neil Faber, Jeff Brack, and Gretchen Long for 
allowing the book tent to borrow their pop up tents for the rest 
area and the cashier area; Laporte Hardware and Laporte Pizza 
for allowing us to place book donation boxes at their businesses. 
The Book Bees and workers thank Mark Squibb for the coffee 
service and the Early Girl Business for the pizza on Thursday.

Carolyn Stanley — Queen Bee 

Some Book Bees	 	 	 	 Photo credit: Erica Michel
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Discover the Youth Support  
Your Cooperative Offers

There are many ways your co-op adds value  
to your life and supports our kids.

•  Summer youth trips for high school  
juniors & seniors

•  Scholarships for high school seniors 
continuing their education

•  Electrical safety demonstrations

•  Online safety activities, games & information

•  Grants for STEAM classroom projects

•  & MORE!

Applications open 8/1. 

Scan this code to learn more or visit us online at  
pvrea.coop/my-community/for-our-kids/

AVERY _________ 
E L E C T R I C  I N C

IN NEED OF ELECTRICAL SERVICES? 
WE ARE YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR  

SERVING RIST CANYON, BUCKHORN CANYON, 
POUDRE CANYON, AND THE FRONT RANGE 

970.493.3027 
www.averyelectricinc.com 

ERNST SCHOLZ OWNER/MASTER ELECTRICIAN
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Here’s My Card

HighAltitudeHoney.com
(970) 577-6001

HighAltitudeHoney8500
@gmail.com

Worship Service every Sunday at 10 AM 
at Sky Corral Ranch—970/682-7311 

Everyone welcome!

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894M-A
> edwardjones.com

Mike Boyles 
Financial Advisor
St Michaels Town Square 
6560 29th St Unit 106 
Greeley, CO 80634 
970-330-6771

From Your RCVFD 

Address Signs & Chimfex 
Address signs help your fire fighters find you 

FASTER when you call. Be prepared for a 
chimney fire. Ignite and place into a closed 

firebox to extinguish a chimney fire in seconds. 
To order, email officers@rcvfd.org or your Area 
Representative or call Louise at 970/217-6843.

Notes from Your Area Representatives, cont’d from pg 12 

I would like to thank the community for an impressive turnout for the festival. My wife 
and I had a wonderful time volunteering at the book tent. We had the chance to meet 
and chit chat with so many fun people. 

I would highly suggest helping out with any aspect of helping with the festival. It is a 
highly rewarding thing to help raise money for the community you live in. If you do not 
have the time to donate, please ask your friends and family to root through their closets 
and donate any books they are done with. I was impressed with the amount of money 
collected for our fire department. To me, it showed how much people respect what the 
department does for our community. I’m looking forward to helping out next year. 
Please contact anyone involved with the board if you are interested in helping out next 
year. There is quite a bit involved and volunteers are always appreciated. Take it easy!

 Tim Stratman 
Stove Prairie Area Representative

mailto:officers@rcvfd.org
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Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Power outages… we’ve all suffered through them.  The good news is, you don’t need to any longer.  
Generac home standby generators automatically provide backup power during a utility power outage – 
whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours or several days, your family and home are protected.   
So sure, keep the candles and flash lights, but it’s time to get serious about preparing for power outages. 

Are you prepared for Power Outages? 

Call or go online today for more information

2 61 etiuS teertS yrrebluM tsaE 946 , F snilloC tro , C odarolo  8  4250

S  :sela
S   :ecivre
W  :etisbe

9  6968.484.07
9  9576.856.07

C  moc.lortnoC-snillo
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THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE.

FORT COLLINS 1609 East Harmony Road, 970.206.1160
1102 Lincoln Avenue, 970.223.8200

107 North College Avenue, 970.267.3650

We are proud to 
support the RCVFD

18_BC04_RISTWATCH_RCVFD_BRAND_AD.indd   1 5/15/18   3:39 PM

        

FRAYER & ASSOCIATES, CPA PC 
 

MONA F. FRAYER, CPA MBA  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT                         
Telephone (970) 419-3200 
501 STOVER STREET                                                              
FORT COLLINS, CO 80524 
e-mail: mfrayercpa@yahoo.com 
 

• Monthly accounting with explained 

 financial statements 

• Long-Term Care, life, disability, and  

buy sell insurance 

• Business, Individual, Non-Profit and  

Sales Tax returns 

• Individual and Business Financial Statements 

• Free ½ hour consults for New Clients 

• Ask us about any other needs you may have 
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FyrePro Website

FyrePro Facebook

5609 McWhinney Blvd 
Loveland, CO 80538 
970/213-7962    |    fyrepro@gmail.com

Call us for all your FirePlace needs including:
Service 

Keep	Your	Fireplace	Safe	and	Efficient!	
Industry	standards	recommend	annual	
servicing	to	ensure	optimal	
performance	and	safety.Our	expert	
technicians	are	here	to	help.	With	our	
comprehensive	servicing,	we’ll:	

✅ 	Inspect	your	gas	unit	thoroughly.		

✅ 	Ensure	it's	operating	at	its	best,	
considering	its	age.		

✅ 	Discuss	any	necessary	repairs	with	
you.		

✅ 	Professionally	clean	the	unit.		

✅ 	Check	for	gas	and	carbon	
monoxide	leaks,	keeping	your	home	
safe.	

Don’t	wait	until	the	first	chill	hits—get	
on	our	calendar	now	and	enjoy	a	worry-
free	winter.		Call	today	for	more	details	
and	scheduling,	970/213-7962.

Installation 
FyrePro	is	a	fantastic	resource	for	
anyone	looking	to	enhance	their	
space	with	a	fireplace!		

Whether	it's	a	crackling	wood	fire	or	
the	convenience	of	gas	or	electric,	a	
fireplace	adds	charm,	ambiance,	
and	functionality	to	any	space.		With	
our	expertise	and	range	of	options,	
we	can	undoubtedly	help	bring	your	
vision	to	life.		

FyrePro	sales	staff	can	guide	you	
through	the	process,	from	selecting	
the	perfect	design	to	ensuring	
proper	installation.		

Reach	out	to	FyrePro	today	and	
start	turning	your	fireplace	dreams	
into	reality!		

Outdoor Oasis 
FyrePro	specializes	in	transforming	
outdoor	spaces	into	stunning,	
functional	retreats	by	adding	key	
features	like	outdoor	kitchens,	fire	
pits,	and	fireplaces.		

With	FyrePro's	expertise	and	
craftsmanship,	you	can	achieve	the	
outdoor	look	you	desire	while	
enhancing	the	comfort,	beauty,	and	
usability	of	your	home's	exterior.	

Whether	you're	cooking	under	the	
stars	in	your	custom	outdoor	
kitchen,	cozying	up	around	the	fire	
pit	with	loved	ones,	or	simply	
basking	in	the	warmth	of	your	
outdoor	fireplace,	FyrePro	helps	you	
create	lasting	memories	in	the	
comfort	of	your	own	backyard.
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What’s Happening in 
Your Neighborhood?

4703-A Boardwalk Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80525 | 970-226-3990

Each office independently owned & operated

Louise Creager
ABR, GRI, REO, CNE, SFR
Military Specialist
Broker Associate

(970) 217-6843
LouiseCreager@gmail.com
www.LouiseCreager.com

SPECIALIZING IN RURAL & 
MOUNTAIN PROPERTIES

Your Neighbor
Since 1989

MANY BUYERS ARE LOOKING - ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING?
Don’t wait until you are ready to list or buy! My marketing plan will have you ready from the 

first day of the listing. 

Would you like a Complimentary Real Estate Review of your property? 
Just call or email me for you personal update.

Your Neighbor and Trusted Local Professional - FULL service - FULL time REALTOR®.

629 Davis Ranch Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 6.5 Acres
• Quiet Retreat in the Mountains

TBD Stratton Park Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 35-39 Acres
• 6 Lots Available

TBD Poudre Canyon Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 0.5 Acres
• Across Road from the River 

33040 Poudre Canyon Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 5.44 Acres - Investment!
• 5 Cabins, 9 RV Sites, Main House

199 Redtail Ridge Way, Bellvue
192 Moondance, Bellvue

• ~75 Acres - 2 Lots Together
• 2688 SqFt Shop w/Full 

Kitchen + 2 Barns

106 Beartrap Rd, Red Feather Lakes
• ~ 4.93 Acres
• Crystal Lakes Mtn Get-Away

151 Stone Cutter Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 37.8 Acres
• Great Investment Opportunity

3805 Davis Ranch Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 20 Acres
• Stunning Views, Fabulous Home, 

& Large Garage-Shop!



Free No Cost No Obligation 
Brokers Price Opinion for 
your Rist Canyon Property.  
*Property Owners* 
I will help You with any 
Larimer County Property Tax 

Valuation Protest for FREE. 

Thinking of selling? Sellers I am 
serious about earning your 
business and I am willing to 
donate 10% of my commission earned to RCVFD or the charity of your choice. 

Call Us Today and I will go to work for you! 

Thinking about Buying Land in Bellvue? I can be Your Buyer's Agent and Represent 
your interests; AND have Seller pay all commissions in most cases, Plus credit you 
$250 at closing for any house. 
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Wildfire Partner Program

Building a Resilient Rist Canyon:  

Wildfire Partner Program Launch

The Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department is 
excited to announce our new Wildfire Partner 
Program, coordinated by Raina Eshleman and 
established in 2023 as part of the Emergency 
Services Division of the Larimer County Sheriff's 
Office. This program aims to enhance wildfire 
resiliency in our community through a neighbors-
helping-neighbors approach, preparing homes, 
properties, roadways, and businesses by reducing 
wildfire risk.

For the past six weeks, our dedicated Wildfire 
Partner Program ambassadors have been training 
with Raina Eshleman, and we are now ready to 
accept requests for Wildfire Home Ignition Zone 
Assessments. 

continued on page 23
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Wildfire Partner Program

continued from page 22. These free 
assessments are based on national best 
practices and tailored to each unique 
property, offering an educational 
experience for homeowners. Our goal 
is to empower Rist Canyon residents 
to take strategic actions that make 
their properties more wildfire-resilient 
before a wildfire strikes.

For more information and to request a 
Wildfire Home Ignition Zone 
Assessment for your home, please visit 
our website (rcvfd.org/emergency-
prepardness/home-assessments). Let's 
work together to ensure Rist Canyon is 
prepared and resilient against the 
threat of wildfires.

Submitted by Lucila Corro
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Winter Bird Watching in Rist Canyon

American Dipper
American Goldfinch
American Goshawk
American Kestrel
American robin
American Three-toed
Woodpecker
American Tree Sparrow
Bald Eagle
Black-billed Magpie
Black-capped Chickadee
Blue Jay
Brown Creeper
Bushtit
Canada Goose
Cassin’s Finch
Cedar Waxwing
Clark’s Nutcracker

Common Raven
Cooper’s Hawk
Dark-eyed Junco
Downy Woodpecker
Dusky Grouse
Eastern Screech-owl
Eurasian Collared-dove
European Starling
Evening Grosbeak
Ferruginous Hawk (flyover)
Golden Eagle
Great Horned Owl
Hairy Woodpecker
House Finch
House Sparrow
Lesser Goldfinch
Mallard
Mountain Bluebird

Mountain Chickadee
Northern Flicker
Northern Harrier
Northern Pygmy Owl
Northern Saw-whet Owl
Northern Shrike
Pine Siskin
Pygmy Nuthatch
Red Crossbill
Red-breasted Nuthatch
Red-naped Sapsucker
Red-tailed Hawk
Red-winged Blackbird
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Steller’s Jay
Townsend’s Solitaire
White-breasted Nuthatch
Wild Turkey

Winter birdwatching in Rist Canyon brings joy even in the coldest months. Some 
charismatic species like chickadees, juncos, and woodpeckers stay year-round, 
while others like mountain chickadees, common ravens, house finches, and 
Northern flickers can keep the winter doldrums at bay. Spotting more elusive birds 
like the great-horned owl or red crossbill adds excitement, and colorful species like 
the Steller’s jay and mountain bluebird brighten snowy landscapes. Trails, streams, 
and open fields offer varied birdwatching opportunities without leaves blocking 
the view—just remember to maintain distance for the birds' safety. A backyard 
feeder stocked with sunflower seeds or suet attracts many winter birds, while a 
heated bird bath may bring in robins. You can even make your own suet using a 
recipe on the National Audubon Society’s website: https://www.audubon.org/
news/make-your-own-suet. For more help, the Poudre River Public Libraries lend 
kits, and apps like Merlin Bird ID guide identification. Consider joining the Fort 
Collins Audubon Society (fortcollinsaudubon.org) for birdwatching activities.

Submitted by Louise Creager, on behalf of a resident 
Adapted by the Ristwatch Editor for length

Below: A list of bird species that are most likely to be seen in  
Rist Canyon during the winter months.  

This list is not complete, and other species may occasionally be spotted.
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Two Easy Ways to Help the RCVFD

      
Did You Know? 
The RCVFD earns about $1,800 every 
quarter, or $7,600 annually, from the King 
Soopers Rewards Card.

This generous program gives the RCVFD 
5% of all of your purchases at King Soopers. 
This includes groceries, toiletries, supplies, 
clothing, gas, and even prescriptions. 

The process only takes a few minutes. If you don't already have a free King Soopers 
Rewards Card, request one from your cashier or the service desk. Once that's done, jump on 
your computer and go to www.kingsoopers.com/communityrewards. Click on the link to 
enroll. Set up an account, or sign in if you already have one. Then click on Community 
Rewards from the list on the left. Use the "Find an Organization" box to enter our NPO 
number, YP687, and click “Search”. It will verify that you have selected the RCVFD. Click 
"Enroll" and you're done! 

Always scan your Rewards Card when shopping. As a Rewards member, you’ll save money 
and earn points towards gas discounts, and the RCVFD will receive 5% of your purchases. 
If you have any questions about the King Soopers Rewards Program, contact them at 
800/576-4377. And thank you for telling your neighbors to sign up, too!

You can see your contributions to the RCVFD through the King Soopers app!

You can donate through Colorado 
Gives any time of the year! 

Please Spread the WORD to 
family and friends!

It's easy—just post this link: 
http://coloradogives.org/RistCanyonVolunteerFireDepartment

to Facebook and ask them to donate! Your fire department thanks you!
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2024 Annual Drive: Budget $130,309 - Donations YTD $53,169

Building a Better Tomorrow

Anderson, Annette
Andrasik, Candace
Armstrong, Eleanor
Arndt, Cynthia
Arrieta, Ruben & Claudia
Asche, Lyle & Janese
Austin, Rebecca
Avery Electric, Inc.
Awtrey, Christopher & Sloane
Bainer, Kevin & Helene
Barnhart, Danny & Amanda
Bartmann, Heather
Bastian, Richard & Vicki
Bates, Harry & Carol Dollard
Beck, Neil & Esther
Beck, Timothy & Esther Nance
Benshoof, John & D. Cheuvront
Benson, Lyle & Debbie
Berquist, Harold & Janice
Bevers, Mike & Melanie
Bevers, Morris
Boltz, Willie
Borden, Rogene & Beth Wright
Boscan, Pedro & K. Touran
Boyles, Mike & R. McConathy
Brault, Aaron & Stephanie
Brautigam, Wayne & Myrna
Brockman, Michael & Steph.
Brotsky, Rochelle
Burggraff, Gerri
Burrows, Royal & Sue
Cain, David & Connie
Canfield, Jeff & Kim
Carlson, Ken & Ellison, Carter
Carr, George & A. Derbyshire
Center, Janet
Ceplecha, Len & Cheryl
Chandler, Ken & Rita
Chopp, Stephen & Diane
Clause, G. & Ruppert, R.
Cloudy Pass Owners Assoc.
Cluett, Albert & Jennifer
Clutter, James & Patti
Coors, James

Corbit, Beth
Cordsen, Jim & Eileen
Cox, Clay & Kathy
Creager, BJ & Louise
Cruse, Pamela
Dan Kramer Memorial Fund
Davidson, Linda
Davis, Sandra
DeBerry, Hal & Jenny
DeGregorio, Mark
Dellenbach, Mary
Diederich, Tom & Lisa
Divico, Joanne
Doherty, Paul Jr. & K. Huyvaert
Downing, Shane & Teri Tracy
Dukart, Lane & Sue
Duva, Charlotte
Dvorak, Josef
Edwards, Robin & Robert
Ellmann, Jerry & Patti
Embrey William & Elaine
Emery, William & Elaine
Ewing, Rex & LaVonne
Faber, Neil & Debra
Fackler, Glen & Carol
Fagan, Laura
Fialko, John & Linda
Fisher, Carl & Holly Randell
Forbes, Glen & Karen
Forbes, Glen & Karen
Forrester, Jennifer
Franklin, Ed & Laurie	
Fried, Eric & Cheryl Rayner
Garner, Don & Trish
Gilliland Family
Gilliland, Gary & Charline
Gobbo, Allen & Diane
Goedl, Raymond
Gore, Michael & Petra
Gorpf & Tonia Bouska
Gray, Charles & Caroline
Gray, Jim & Marcy
Grenard, Lizz
Hamilton, Patricia

Harr, Tom Jr. & Bonnie
Hayward, Andrew & Tristen
Hediger, Randy & Jean
Henchenski, Robert & Lisa
Henrickson, Nancy
Herman, Gregory
Hernandez Price, Linda M.
Herrera, Rachel
High Altitude Assoc., Inc.
Holtzer, Thomas & Irene
Hoover, Keven & Polly
Horn, Deborah
Horner, Jim & Cindy
Huck, Tim
Hunt, Paul & Trish
Huxley, Patrice
Jacobson, Cecilia
Janssen, Wendell & Debbie
J-B Investments, INC
Jenkins, Tracie
John & Linda Beck, 
Johnson, Anna
Johnson, Christopher	
Johnson, Frederick & Antonia
Johnson, Kip
Johnson, Luke
Kainu, Anne
Kendall, Lon & Kathy
Kindsfather Family
Knab, Tom & Lynda
Knippling, Taylar
Knoedler, Louise
Kooser, John
Koturov, Marisue & Daneil
Kramer, Dan & Donna
Kregel, Kathy
Kreshon, Julia C.	
Lamfers, Steve & Jeff
Lanteri, Tracey
Lauenroth, Bill & Ingrid Burke
Laux, John & Jenny
Lawson, Paul	
Lebesch, Jeffery & Zia Zybko	
Lee, Ladonna
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2024 Annual Drive: Budget $130,309 - Donations YTD $53,169

Building a Better Tomorrow

Thanks to everyone!  
Your support is so important  
to the health of our RCVFD!  

THANK YOU! 

If we missed you, please call 970/419-0397.

Levick, William & Joan
Limbach, Peter
Lippucci, Fred & Donna
Lough, Jack & Kathleen
Lyman, Ronald & Julie
Magruder, Andy
Masone, Joseph & Maria
Mattison, Harold & Linda
Mattor, Bill & Kathie
Maulsby, Reid
May, Steve & Joy
McCracken, Charles & Gloria
McCracken, M. & D. McCarthy 
Melton, Donna
Merriman, Joannah
Miller, Ted & Darla
Minch, Peggy Sue
Minick, Jerry & Shannon
Monesson, Larry & Barbara
Moore, Jeff & Kerri
Moreno, Jack
Mortensen, Michael
Mueller, Johanna
Muirhead, Larry & Sharon
Murphy, Cindy
Murray, Laura Neil
Mutcher, Dennis & Joyce
Neal, Frank & Sharon 
Neergaard, Kenneth & Marian
Neil & Esther Springer
Neil, George & Joni
Nelson, Lynne
Nelson, Rob & Lisa
Newlin, Dennis
Newman, Paul & N. McElroy
Nielsen, Kurt

Nolte, Joel
Norris, Robert & Pamela Gilles
O’Connor, Mechael
Oesterle, Max & Pamela
Olson, Lisa
Oppenlander, J. & D. Richmond
Otte, Jean
Ozee, James & Barbara
Petross, Vincent & Darlene
Perrich, Bob & Lynn
Perry, Phillip
Perry, Phillis
Peterson, Joel
Petross, Vince & Darlene
Pfitzer, Neal & Marlys
Pierce, Randy & J. Klausmeyer
Pinkert Jeff & Lisa
Porensky, John & Lauren
Portelli, Jerry
Powers, Barbara
Pritchett, Laura
Rist, Marvin
Rommel, Kurt & Marga
Rosander, George & Patricia
Ryan, Marie-Laure
Schaal, Herb & Cindy Lechner
Schettler, Dick & Dixie
Schleppy, Raymond & Wendy
Schneider, Robert & Joan
Scholz, Ernst & Sarah
Schulke, Will & Erin Peterson
Schwarzbach, Mitchell & Leslie
Shenk, Tanya
Siegel, HJ & Janet
Skelton, Joe & Deanna 
Smith, Marilyn

Smith, Steven & Anne
Springer, John & Linda
Standring, Carolyn
Stanley, Randall & Carolyn
Starkweather, Tim & Mary	
Staubs, James & Peggy
Stephens, Jon & Susanne
Stove Prairie Comm. Church
Stratman, Thomas & Charlene
Stringtown Gulch Road Assoc.
Swenson, Charles & Elizabeth
Swindler, Lee & Sheri
Talarico, Ronald & Nanette
Taylor, Leisa
Thomas, David & Pamela
Tisserat, Ned & Jan Leach
Tisthammer, Thomas & Bridget
Toplyn, Ron & Cathy
United Mailing
Vannorsdel, Dick & Carol
Weiler, Richard & Patricia
Weixelman, Gary
Wiggett, Aaron
Wernsman, Robert & Kathy
Wile, F.M. & Kathy Stowe
Willauer, David & Diane
Williams, Tobin
Wilson, Thomas
Wolf, Jeff & Donna
Zuverink, Matthew
 
Donations in Memoriam:
Friends & Family of
Ken Neergaard
Dan Kramer



2024 RCVFD Board of Directors — RCVFDboard@rcvfd.org 

President	 	 Neil Faber	 	 	 720/205-8447	 president@rcvfd.org 
Chief, 2nd VP	 Mark Neuroth	 	 303/748-5243		 chief@rcvfd.org 
Treasurer	 	 Diane McCarthy	 	 312/244-0976		 treasurer@rcvfd.org 
Secretary	 	 Leisa Taylor		 	 970/493-1236		 secretary@rcvfd.org 
Vice President	 H.J. Siegel	 	 	 970/416-9062		 vicepresident@rcvfd.org 
Asst. Treasurer	 Richard Lund	 	 970/419-0397		 assistanttreasurer@rcvfd.org 
Ristwatch Editor	 Ellison Carter	 	 219/241-7141	 	 ristwatch@rcvfd.org 

RCVFD Area Representatives 

Lower Buckhorn	 Dean Yoder	 	 	 720/635-9012 
Upper Buckhorn	 Erica Michel		 	 970/222-1795	 
Davis Ranch		 Carolyn Stanley	 	 970/221-2024  
Rist Canyon		 Debbie Benson	 	 720/999-3003 
Stove Prairie	 Tim Stratman	 	 970/484-2821 
Stratton Park	 Louise Creager	 	 970/217-6843 
Whale Rock		 Roger Dev	 	 	 970/658-0360

To add, remove, or correct  
your mailing address,  
please email Diane McCarthy at  
treasurer@rcvfd.org or call 
312/244-0976.

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department  
P. O. Box 2 
Bellvue, CO  80512 
www.rcvfd.org 
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