
Déjà vu All Over Again.
Yogi Berra originally said it. This winter 
gives me and others that feeling 
again.We have enjoyed a remarkably 
warm and dry winter this year. While 
this has meant that we have not had to 
deal with so much snow or cold weather, 
the feeling that I can’t get past is the last 
time we had a similarly mild winter was 
2011/2012.  Many will remember how 
that June was spent. Most of us were 
evacuated from the High Park Fire while 
our intrepid firefighters worked their 
tails off to save what they could of our 
little piece of nirvana.

If you have allowed things on your place 
to get a little dangerous from a fire 
standpoint, this would be a good time to 
take care of some of those items. Clean 
dead needles from your deck, cut back 

those trees that are a little too close, 
move stored fuel. And when the grasses 
start growing again, keep them cropped 
short all around your house and other 
buildings. As the saying goes, an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure.

Don’t forget about the assessments our 
firefighters can perform free of charge.  
Contact your area representative if you 
are interested.

And of course, remember that our fire 
department doesn’t run on hopes and 
wishes, we need hard cash. So please be 
generous when donating to RCVFD!

Stay tuned for special 50th Anniversary 
happenings!

Neil Faber 
President - 2025 
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Greetings from Chief Neuroth

There is quite a bit going on with the 
Fire Department this Spring.  

Rist Canyon VFD is hosting a 12-week 
online EMT/ EMR (Emergency Medical 
Technician / Emergency Medical 
Responder) class.  There will be six 
attending from Rist Canyon.  We are 
cooperating with the other mountain 
volunteer fire departments, so there will 
be participation from some of the other 
departments as well. At the end of the 
course, the attendees will have the 
equivalent of 12 credit hours. Thompson 
Valley is also partnering with us to 
provide in-person skills testing and 
instruction.  We are continuing to seek 
out ways to make our fire department 
better. 

A recent structure/wildland fire gave 
some of our recruits some actual fire 
experience. We had a great response and 
were able to man six (6) trucks and had 
containment within a few hours. This 
gave our firefighters a chance to use the 
skills they are learning during training.  

Our grants team continues to do a great 
job as well. They recently obtained grant 
money to purchase three (3) new 
infrared cameras that can be used for 
detecting hot spots in structure/
chimney fires. Their time and effort put 

towards writing and securing grant 
funds is very much appreciated.

Thanks to the community for your 
support, we are using the resources you 
provide to diligently increase the quality 
of service we provide and for the safety 
of our firefighters. 

We are moving forward toward having 
a well-trained and equipped team to 
respond to any medical or f ire 
emergency that may occur in our 
district. Thanks to all for allowing me 
the honor of being chief of RCVFD. 
 

Gratefully submitted, 
Mark Neuroth, Chief 

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department 
P.O. Box 2, Bellvue, CO 80512 

chief@rcvfd.org 

Chief’s Report

mailto:chief@rcvfd.org
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Annual Community Meeting and 50th Celebration 11/1/2025: The Annual RCVFD 
Community Meeting and 50th Anniversary of the RCVFD Celebration will be a 
professionally catered lunch at 1pm on Saturday 11/1/2025 at the Stove Prairie 
Ranch. Please join your neighbors for this special event and honor 50 years of support 
from your RCVFD!!!

RCVFD 2025 Mountain Festival 9/6/2025: RCVFD fundraiser 
Festival will be Saturday 9/6/2025 from 10am to 4pm. Music, 
silent auction, book sale, plant sale, bake sale, kids’ activities, 
crafts, vendors, car show, dunk tank, food, and more! In the field 
across from RCVFD Fire Station at 11835 Rist Canyon Road. A 
full, fun day for family and friends!

50th Anniversary Commemorative Coin for Sale 9/6/2025: This year at 
the Festival we will have a fantastic way to honor the RCVFD 
and their dedication to the community: our first ever 
commemorative coin for the department! The colorful imagery 

of the RCVFD shield is on the 
face and the history of some of 
the fires RCVFD fought is on the reverse side. The 
1.75” coin will be sold for $10 for residents to show 
their support while getting something special to 
mark the RCVFD's 50th anniversary. All proceeds go 
to RCVFD.

Continued on page 4.

Letter from the Vice President
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Continued from page 3.
Craft/Vendors for Festival Application Deadline 6/15/2025: Interested in a Craft/Vendor 
booth space at the 2025 Festival? Booth space cost and details along with the vendor 
application form are available at:  https://festival.rcvfd.org/festival-vendor-information/.  The 
application process is available through June 15, 2025.   For questions, please contact Debbie 
Benson, Vendor Chairperson at debandlyle007@gmail.com or 720-999-3003.

Please Respond to Donation Request Letter Today: Three times 
a year you should receive a donation request letter with a 
return envelope to support your RCVFD, who show up 24/7 
when you call 911 in the Rist Canyn area. In the March 2025 
letter you should have already received, your neighbors 
Carolyn and Randy share their story of the RCVFD response 
when they called 911 the morning of January 8, 2025. Please be 
sure to read this.

H. J. Siegel 
RCVFD Board Vice President and Mountain Festival Coordinator 

HJ@computer.org

Letter from the Vice President

RCVFD Monthly Meeting Schedule 

Operations —1st Wednesdays (6-7 PM)

Fire Training—2nd Wednesdays (7-9:30 PM)

Board Meeting—3rd Wednesdays (6-8 PM)

Medical Training—4th Wednesdays (7-9 PM)

Ops, Fire, and Medical Trainings are at Firehouse #1 at 11835 Rist Canyon Road. 
Board meetings are held at Firehouse #1, or on Zoom if necessary.  All Rist Canyon 
area residents are welcome to attend. Around the first of each month, RCVFD 
sends out a Community Alert with the deadline to request a copy of the agenda. If 
you would like to receive the agenda, please email your name, email address, and 
phone number to the RCVFD Board Secretary at secretary@rcvfd.org. Please note 
that the agenda will arrive one to two days before the scheduled meeting. To sign 
up for Community Alerts, visit RCVFD.org.

https://festival.rcvfd.org/festival-vendor-information/
mailto:debandlyle007@gmail.com
mailto:HJ@computer.org
mailto:secretary@rcvfd.org
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The annual Rist Canyon Mountain Festival is a great opportunity to connect with our 
community. The Bake Tent and Book Tent Committee News and Notes below highlight just a 
few ways you can join or support the fun or volunteer in meaningful way. 

Bake Sale Tent: Please Donate Baked Goods for the Festival 
Do you have a favorite cookie recipe?  Are you known far and wide for your mouth-
watering berry pies? Pull out those recipes and start planning to make all those baked goods 
to donate to the 2025 Rist Canyon Mountain Festival Bake Sale! A huge THANK YOU to all 
those in the community who donated baked goods in 2024. Last year, the Bake Tent sold out 
of all goodies, and we aim to do that again this year! Pies remain the most popular big-ticket 
sale items. However, lower-cost, small items such as cookies, brownies, bars, specialty 
desserts, breakfast treats, and breads helped profits soar. Many an individual was seen 
walking around the festival, happily munching away on some tasty treat!

For those new to the festival, proceeds of the bake sale are directly donated to the Rist 
Canyon Fire Department. Baking, donating, and purchasing baked goods are the perfect and 
tasty way to include the whole family in supporting our volunteer firefighters and EMS. 
Additionally, volunteers are more than welcome to come and help in the bake tent at the 
festival. Closer to the festival date, an email will be sent out to those wanting to volunteer. If 
you have any questions or would like to be placed on the volunteer list, please feel free to 
contact me.  Let’s make the 2025 Rist Canyon Mountain Festival the best year yet! 

Darcy Budge | Bake Sale Chair | Darcy_arlene@hotmail.com  

mailto:Darcy_arlene@hotmail.com
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Rist Canyon Mountain Festival
Continued from page 5. 

BOOK TENT NEWS 
We’ve received some great book donations from the wider community and Old 
Firehouse Book Store, but we still need many more for the 2025 Mountain Festival. We 
can pick up books at your location and bring packing boxes, too, if needed. Also, you 
can drop off books anytime at the drop box in front of Fire House Station #1, located 
at 11835 Rist Canyon Road or the Pleasant Valley Church of Christ near the Bellvue 
Post Office. Starting in June we will also have drop boxes for books at the Laporte 
Hardware Store and Laporte Pizza.

The Book Bees will start sorting donated books in early April.  We’d be happy to have 
more volunteers.  If you’d like to join us, please call or text me and I’ll add your name 
to the email list for meeting notifications.

Our one and only Queen Bee of the Book Tent, Carolyn Stanley, is stepping down as 
Chair after seven (7) incredible years. Thank you Carolyn! She will continue to be 
involved as Co-chair and help me figure this all out. I’ve been a Book Bee for four (4) 
years, and I love it! Kathy Cox will still be a Co-chair too. She’s a busy Bee picking up 
most of the drop box and bookstore donations all year long. All the Bees work hard 
and have a lot of fun together!

If you need books picked up or have any questions, please contact Patti Clutter, Chair 
clutterp28@gmail.com,  858-248-6328), Carolyn Stanley, Co-Chair 
(cloud9sewing@gmail.com, 970-221-2024), or Kathy Cox, Co-Chair 
(kathyc228@yahoo.com, 970-472-1972).  Thank you!

Patti Clutter

mailto:clutterp28@gmail.com
mailto:cloud9sewing@gmail.com
mailto:kathyc228@yahoo.com
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(Excerpts from Retired 
RCVFD Chief Bob Gann’s 
July 2006 Ristwatch report)

Driv ing into the Ris t 
Canyon Volunteer Fire 
Department’s service area 
signs and colored flags 
indicate the current fire 
danger. The question is, do 
you really know what each 
of the flag colors signifies? 

In 1974, the US Forest 
Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, and state 
forestry organizat ions 
established a standard 
adjective description for 
five levels of fire danger for 
use in fire prevention 
signage.[i] 

Although the levels have been tweaked, the five levels have remained largely 
consistent since the program’s inception. Fire danger is calculated based on 
temperature, fuel moistures, potential for fires, energy stored in the fuel, etc. This 
tends to change relatively slowly and is highly dependent on the fuel moisture. So, 
usually you will see a trend that changes over a number of days. 

However, there is one other type of “Fire Danger” rating that tends to come and go 
quickly. That is the “Red Flag” warning. Red Flag warnings are issued by the National 
Weather Service based upon specific weather events combined with certain weather 
and increase the fire danger/potential dramatically for the duration of that weather 
event. Typically, Red Flags are shorter lived because the weather that causes them 
changes. Red Flag warnings are due to low humidity, high temperature and, primarily,

Continued on page 22.
[i] Kaibab National Forest - Home 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/kaibab/home/?cid=stelprd3802390


8   continued on pg 10

Notes from Your Area Representatives

Happy Spring! I hope you've been having an 
amazing time outdoors! I've been doing a lot 
of hiking in this mild winter. Young Gulch is 
such a beautiful spot, and how fun that I got 
to see my first Pasque flower of the season! 
My dog loved the creek crossings—it’s 
always nice to share those moments with a 
hiking buddy.

It’s also been great to see that our lending 
library was busy all winter. That community 
vibe with book trading and ornament 
sharing is such a lovely way to stay 
connected. With a lot of great plans for the 
summer, one is hosting the Buckhorn Ranger 
Station. It is an amazing opportunity to meet 
and help even more of our neighbors. The 
Memorial Day weekend opening sounds like 
a perfect start to the season! The rentals 
should be available on  recreation.gov  too! 
Hope to see you all this summer in the 
Buckhorn!

Erica Michel 
Upper Buckhorn Area Representative

Happy Spring All! While Spring is about 
the advent of life and light and often 
associated with new beginnings and 
fresh starts, I associate Spring most with 
the excitement to the start of the 
gardening season. Yet, amidst my pile of 
seed catalogs, seed packets, and coconut 
coir bricks, I am hoping for one last 
snow to finish up burning my slash 
piles.   Speaking of new beginnings, a 
new butcher shop has opened in Fort 
Collins right outside LaPorte off 287B on 
N Taft Hill Rd.  If you're someone who 
likes to support local small businesses 
and enjoys perfectly flavored seasoned 
meat, please stop by and check out 
Stan's Specialty Meats.   Owner, Stan is 
anxious to meet his Rist Canyon 
Community neighbors ! Wishing 
everyone renewed energy, sunshine and 
warmth, and good health.

Debbie Benson 
Rist Canyon Area Representative

Photo credit: Erica Michel

Photo credit: Debbie Benson

http://recreation.gov/
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10   continued on pg 12

Notes from Your Area Representatives, cont’d from pg 8

I am getting spring fever with the nice weather we have had in between the 
cold. We have had several neighbors in the Davis Ranch area burning slash. Please 
be sure to have a burn permit and plenty of snow on the ground.

My husband took a ride on the flight for life in January.  Be sure you have the 
Helicopter insurance before you need it. Trip was $60,000.

We are still seeing plenty of deer and the turkeys are still coursing through. I will 
remind you that it is against the law to feed either one.

Have a safe spring! 
Carolyn Stanley 

Davis Ranch Area Representative

As to the latest news in the Lower Buckhorn from 44H to Masonville, there has been 
little to report since the last Ristwatch was published. The last few days have been 
pretty windy. This is of course a regular occurrence here in the foothills of Colorado 
during the winter months. This necessitates the observance of the usual use of 
outdoor fires. Permits for fires to burn can be obtained from Larimer County and 
reported to the Sheriff's Department on the day of your burn. The major 
requirement is that there be no remarkable wind and four inches of snow on the 
ground.

It's still been pretty dry since we've received so little precipitation this winter. The 
good thing about this is that county road 27 has had little snow that has affected 
traffic. By the time this report hits the press we may have had a big wet snow. We 
really need the water. But spring is just around the corner, and we are much more 
likely to experience wildlife sitings. So slow down when approaching blind curves. 
I'd hate for anyone to hit a deer or bobcat or turkey. 

Finally, May 10th I will be hosting a gathering of all who are interested in building a 
Buckhorn fire station. We'll be discussing the location, the need for volunteers to 
man rigs and the potentials costs associating to the project and what the County 
expects from RCVFD. All of those interested will be welcome. 

Dean Yoder 
Lower Buckhorn Area Representative
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Discover the Youth Support  
Your Cooperative Offers

There are many ways your co-op adds value  
to your life and supports our kids.

•  Summer youth trips for high school  
juniors & seniors

•  Scholarships for high school seniors 
continuing their education

•  Electrical safety demonstrations

•  Online safety activities, games & information

•  Grants for STEAM classroom projects

•  & MORE!

Applications open 8/1. 

Scan this code to learn more or visit us online at  
pvrea.coop/my-community/for-our-kids/

AVERY _________ 
E L E C T R I C  I N C

IN NEED OF ELECTRICAL SERVICES? 
WE ARE YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR  

SERVING RIST CANYON, BUCKHORN CANYON, 
POUDRE CANYON, AND THE FRONT RANGE 

970.493.3027 
www.averyelectricinc.com 

ERNST SCHOLZ OWNER/MASTER ELECTRICIAN
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Here’s My Card

HighAltitudeHoney.com
(970) 577-6001

HighAltitudeHoney8500
@gmail.com

Worship Service every Sunday at 10 AM 
at Sky Corral Ranch—970/682-7311 

Everyone welcome!

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894M-A
> edwardjones.com

Mike Boyles 
Financial Advisor
St Michaels Town Square 
6560 29th St Unit 106 
Greeley, CO 80634 
970-330-6771

From Your RCVFD 

Address Signs & Chimfex 
Address signs help your fire fighters find you 

FASTER when you call. Be prepared for a 
chimney fire. Ignite and place into a closed 

firebox to extinguish a chimney fire in seconds. 
To order, email officers@rcvfd.org or your Area 
Representative or call Louise at 970/217-6843.

Notes from Your Area Representatives, continued from pg 10 

Spring is getting ready to spring forth as I write. The flora and fauna are doing their 
spring things!  They say it’s going to be unseasonably warm this season. With this comes 
an earlier fire threat. Please keep this in mind. Now is the time to mitigate any fire 
threats around your home and property. Keep in mind slash burning requires a 
minimum of three inches of snow. Get your ‘go’ bags ready and look over any 
evacuation plans you have. We have already had one fire pop up recently. It was a 
structure fire up 44H. The RCVFD responded to the call and immediately quashed the 
fire which was about an acre. It’s always spooky to hear and see the emergency vehicles 
headed to the unknown as they head towards a call. Let us all do our part to help these 
volunteers and be prepared for any scenario Mother Nature may throw at us. We live in 
an amazing community. We can help protect and enjoy it.

 Tim Stratman 
Stove Prairie Area Representative

mailto:officers@rcvfd.org
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The Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department has been wrestling with the idea of 
building a fire station to improve response to the area of the Buckhorn.   We are 
assessing the practicality of such a move.   Obviously, purchasing land, putting up a 
building and equipping a new station is an expensive process.   We want to make 
sure we are good stewards with the money that has been donated to us, so it is 
important to get this right.

Strong local support would inform us that this is important to the residents of this 
area.   It is imperative that we have local volunteer responders to make a station in 
this area successful.  

We are holding a community meeting at the residence of Lower Buckhorn Area 
Representative Dean Yoder on May 10 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.  Dean’s address is 19995 
Buckhorn Road.   While the purpose of this meeting is to assess the level of support 
from the residents in the Buckhorn area, we welcome comments from all residents of 
the RCVFD area.  Please plan to attend and share your opinions.
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Residential Propane Delivery Service 
• Yearly Propane Contracts    Contact us today for details: 
• Budge Billing Options    (970)221-5300  
• Call In Service                                       225 NW Frontage Road 
• Tank Leasing                                          Fort Collins, CO 80524 

 

Sales and Service for Stihl and Husqvarna Power Equipment 

 

 
Poudre Valley Coop 

225 NW Frontage Rd, Ft. Collins, CO 80524 
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Submissions to the Ristwatch 

Submissions of written work or photographs are welcome and will be considered on a case-
by-case basis. Please send submissions to the Ristwatch Editor at ristwatch@rcvfd.org.

The Ristwatch reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, or cancel any article or ad at any time. We base 
this decision on our responsibility to our readers. We will not knowingly print any article or ad that is 
misleading or untruthful. Articles submitted to the Ristwatch are a representation of the author and 
not necessarily an endorsement by the RCVFD.
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In Honor of Dark Skies

We are writing this article in honor of Dark Sky week – which occurs in April. 
When we moved to the canyon decades ago, there was not a light in our view and 
getting a glimpse of the Milky Way and other beautiful celestial features was a 
regular occurrence. As more folx have moved into the canyon and the skyglow in 
the east from Fort Collins has grown, the opportunities to see good views of the 
night sky have diminished.

There is not much we can do about the lights in Fort Collins, but we can make sure 
that our outside lights are not diminishing the night sky for us or our neighbors. 
Lighting is only necessary when there are eyes to use it, so put your outside lights 
on motion sensors. That way they only turn on when you need them. I know that 
occasionally deer and other critters will trip them on, but it is way better than them 
being on all night. It also saves electricity & money!

Also, did you know that there is little to no correlation between more outside lights 
and decreased crime – there are actually some studies that show the opposite is 
true. If you would like more information about outdoor lighting and preserving the 
night sky, check out the website darksky.org

Respectfully Submitted,  
Carol Dollard & Harry Bates

http://darksky.org
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What’s Happening in 
Your Neighborhood?

4703-A Boardwalk Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80525 | 970-226-3990
Each office independently owned & operated

Louise Creager
ABR, GRI, REO, CNE, SFR
Military Specialist
Broker Associate

(970) 217-6843
LouiseCreager@gmail.com
www.LouiseCreager.com

SPECIALIZING IN RURAL & 
MOUNTAIN PROPERTIES

Your Neighbor
Since 1989

MANY BUYERS ARE LOOKING ! ARE YOU THINKING OF SELLING?
Don’t wait until you are ready to list or buy! My marketing plan will have you ready from the 

first day of the listing. 

Would you like a Complimentary Real Estate Review of your property? 
Just call or email me for you personal update.

Your Neighbor and Trusted Local Professional - FULL service - FULL time REALTOR®.

629 Davis Ranch Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 6.5 Acres
• Quiet Retreat in the Mountains

TBD Stratton Park Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 35-39 Acres
• 6 Lots Available

TBD Crystal Mountain Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 3.91 Acres
• Build or Camp, Lots of Wildlife, 

Near Plenty of Recreation

963 Crystal Mountain Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 4.05 Acres
• Great unfinished cabin in Crystal 

Park

106 Beartrap Rd, Red Feather Lakes
• ~ 4.93 Acres
• Crystal Lakes Mtn Get-Away

151 Stone Cutter Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 37.8 Acres
• Great Investment Opportunity

6108 Blue Spruce Dr, Bellvue
• ~ 2.68 Acres
• Custom log home with view of 

Horsetooth Reservoir

3805 Davis Ranch Rd, Bellvue
• ~ 20 Acres
• Stunning Views, Fabulous Home, 

& Large Garage-Shop!
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FyrePro Website

FyrePro Facebook

5609 McWhinney Blvd 
Loveland, CO 80538 
970/213-7962    |    fyrepro@gmail.com

Call us for all your FirePlace needs including:
Service 

Keep	Your	Fireplace	Safe	and	Efficient!	
Industry	standards	recommend	annual	
servicing	to	ensure	optimal	
performance	and	safety.Our	expert	
technicians	are	here	to	help.	With	our	
comprehensive	servicing,	we’ll:	

✅ 	Inspect	your	gas	unit	thoroughly.		

✅ 	Ensure	it's	operating	at	its	best,	
considering	its	age.		

✅ 	Discuss	any	necessary	repairs	with	
you.		

✅ 	Professionally	clean	the	unit.		

✅ 	Check	for	gas	and	carbon	
monoxide	leaks,	keeping	your	home	
safe.	

Don’t	wait	until	the	first	chill	hits—get	
on	our	calendar	now	and	enjoy	a	worry-
free	winter.		Call	today	for	more	details	
and	scheduling,	970/213-7962.

Installation 
FyrePro	is	a	fantastic	resource	for	
anyone	looking	to	enhance	their	
space	with	a	fireplace!		

Whether	it's	a	crackling	wood	fire	or	
the	convenience	of	gas	or	electric,	a	
fireplace	adds	charm,	ambiance,	
and	functionality	to	any	space.		With	
our	expertise	and	range	of	options,	
we	can	undoubtedly	help	bring	your	
vision	to	life.		

FyrePro	sales	staff	can	guide	you	
through	the	process,	from	selecting	
the	perfect	design	to	ensuring	
proper	installation.		

Reach	out	to	FyrePro	today	and	
start	turning	your	fireplace	dreams	
into	reality!		

Outdoor Oasis 
FyrePro	specializes	in	transforming	
outdoor	spaces	into	stunning,	
functional	retreats	by	adding	key	
features	like	outdoor	kitchens,	fire	
pits,	and	fireplaces.		

With	FyrePro's	expertise	and	
craftsmanship,	you	can	achieve	the	
outdoor	look	you	desire	while	
enhancing	the	comfort,	beauty,	and	
usability	of	your	home's	exterior.	

Whether	you're	cooking	under	the	
stars	in	your	custom	outdoor	
kitchen,	cozying	up	around	the	fire	
pit	with	loved	ones,	or	simply	
basking	in	the	warmth	of	your	
outdoor	fireplace,	FyrePro	helps	you	
create	lasting	memories	in	the	
comfort	of	your	own	backyard.
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Make power outages a thing 
of the past with a home 
standby generator.

Power outages… we’ve all su!ered through them.  The good news is, you don’t need to any longer.  
Generac home standby generators automatically provide backup power during a utility power outage – 
whether you’re home or away. Whether it’s for a few hours or several days, your family and home are protected.   
So sure, keep the candles and flash lights, but it’s time to get serious about preparing for power outages. 

Are you prepared for Power Outages? 

Call or go online today for more information

2 61 etiuS teertS yrrebluM tsaE 946 , F snilloC tro , C odarolo  8  4250

S  :sela
S   :ecivre
W  :etisbe

9  6968.484.07
9  9576.856.07

C  moc.lortnoC-snillo
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Fire Danger Guidelines (continued)
Continued from page 7.

…wind. A fire that, on a calm day, is a slow creeping fire can turn into a large running 
fire if the wind blows. That means that “High” can go to “Red Flag” in a moment if 
the wind comes up and back down when the wind goes away. 

When there is a Red Flag alert:
Be especially careful with ignition sources. Any kind of fire, smoking, welding, sparks, 
hot vehicle mufflers. Report any fire or smoke immediately. Do not wait or assume it 
has been reported. The critical element is time – responders need to get to these fires 
when they are small. 

Green Flag: Fuels do not ignite readily from small 
firebrands (defined as a piece of burning wood) 
although a more intense heat source, such as lightning, 
may state fires in duff or punky (rotted) wood. Fire in 
open cured grasslands may burn freely for a few hours 
after rain, but woods fires spread slowly by creeping or 

smoldering, and burn in irregular fingers. There is little danger of spotting. 

Blue Flags (Moderate): Fires can start from most 
accidental causes but, with the exception of lightning 
fires in some areas, the number of starts is generally low. 
Fires in open cured grasslands will burn briskly and 
spread rapidly on windy days. Timber fires spread 
slowly to moderately fast. The average fire is of 

moderate intensity, although heavy concentrations of fuel, especially draped fuel, may 
burn hot. Short-distance spotting may occur, but is not persistent. Fires are not likely 
to become serious and control is relatively easy.

Yellow Flags (High): All dead fuels ignite readily and 
fires start easily from most causes. Unattended brush 
and campfires are likely to escape. Fires spread rapidly 
and short-distance spotting is common. High-intensity 
burning may develop on slopes or in concentrations of 

fire fuels. Fires may become serious and their control difficult unless they are attacked 
successfully while small.
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Fire Danger Guidelines (continued)
Continued from page 22.

Orange Flags (Very High): Fires start easily from all 
causes and, immediately after ignition, spread 
rapidly and increase quickly in intensity. Spot fires 
are a constant danger. Fires burning in light fuels 
may quickly develop high intensity characteristics 
such as long-distance spotting and fire whirlwinds 
when they burn into heavier fuels.

Red Flags (Extreme): Fires start quickly, spread 
furiously, and burn intensely. All fires are potentially 
serious. Development into high intensity burning 
will usually be faster and occur from smaller fires 
than in the very high fire danger class. Direct attack 
is rarely possible and may be dangerous except 
immediately after ignition. Fires that develop 
headway in heavy slash or in conifer stands may be 

unmanageable while the extreme burning condition lasts. Under these conditions the 
only effective and safe control action is on the flanks until the weather changes or the 
fuel supply lessens.

Ultimately, regardless of a flag’s color of the day, exercising caution is the best route.

Submitted by Karen Salaz
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THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE.

FORT COLLINS 1609 East Harmony Road, 970.206.1160
1102 Lincoln Avenue, 970.223.8200

107 North College Avenue, 970.267.3650

We are proud to 
support the RCVFD

18_BC04_RISTWATCH_RCVFD_BRAND_AD.indd   1 5/15/18   3:39 PM



Free No Cost No Obligation 
Brokers Price Opinion for 
your Rist Canyon Property.  
*Property Owners* 
I will help You with any 
Larimer County Property Tax 

Valuation Protest for FREE. 

Thinking of selling? Sellers I am 
serious about earning your 
business and I am willing to 
donate 10% of my commission earned to RCVFD or the charity of your choice. 

Call Us Today and I will go to work for you! 

Thinking about Buying Land in Bellvue? I can be Your Buyer's Agent and Represent 
your interests; AND have Seller pay all commissions in most cases, Plus credit you 
$250 at closing for any house. 

25
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Two Easy Ways to Help the RCVFD

      
Did You Know? 
The RCVFD earns about $1,800 every 
quarter, or $7,600 annually, from the King 
Soopers Rewards Card.

This generous program gives the RCVFD 
5% of all of your purchases at King Soopers. 
This includes groceries, toiletries, supplies, 
clothing, gas, and even prescriptions. 

The process only takes a few minutes. If you don't already have a free King Soopers 
Rewards Card, request one from your cashier or the service desk. Once that's done, jump on 
your computer and go to www.kingsoopers.com/communityrewards. Click on the link to 
enroll. Set up an account, or sign in if you already have one. Then click on Community 
Rewards from the list on the left. Use the "Find an Organization" box to enter our NPO 
number, YP687, and click “Search”. It will verify that you have selected the RCVFD. Click 
"Enroll" and you're done! 

Always scan your Rewards Card when shopping. As a Rewards member, you’ll save money 
and earn points towards gas discounts, and the RCVFD will receive 5% of your purchases. 
If you have any questions about the King Soopers Rewards Program, contact them at 
800/576-4377. And thank you for telling your neighbors to sign up, too!

You can see your contributions to the RCVFD through the King Soopers app!

You can donate through Colorado 
Gives any time of the year! 

Please Spread the WORD to 
family and friends!

It's easy—just post this link: 
http://coloradogives.org/RistCanyonVolunteerFireDepartment

to Facebook and ask them to donate! Your fire department thanks you!
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2025 Annual Drive: Budget $126,350 - 2025 Annual Drive YTD $11,359

Anderson, Alan & Susan 
James
Anderson-Reinhardt, Carol
Barnhart, Danny & 
Amanda
Bevers, Mike & Melanie
Bevers, Morris
Boltz, Willie
Boscan, Pedro & Kathryn
Burggraff, Gerri
Davis, Eileen Van Tilburg
Dilbeck, Ray & Jennifer
Dukart, Lane & Sue
Eby, Elizabeth
Ellmann, Jerry & Patti
Faber, Neil & Debra
Friedman, Greg
Goedl, Ray
Henrickson, Nancy
Herrera, Rachel
Hokansson, Steve & 
Monica
Horn, Deborah
Hueser, Joseph & Kay
Jackson, Tim & Juana
Jacobson, Cecilia
Johnson, Christopher
Kindsfather, Ruth & Ollie
Lah, Daniel & Melissa
Lawson, Paul
Lynam, Ronald
Magruder, Andy
Miller, Darla
Minch, Peggy Sue
Minick, Jerry & Shannon

Mueller, Johanna
Newlin, Dennis
Norris, Robert & Pamela 
Gilles
Oesterle, Max & Pamela
Paris, Leslie
Pender, Joe & Christina
Pine Acres Road Assoc.
Porensky, John 
Schneider, Robert & Joan
Shenk, Tanya
Skelton, Joe & Deanna
Stove Prairie Comm. 
Church
Swindler, Lee & Sheri
Talarico, Ronald & Nanette
Wernsman, Robert & Kathy

Building a Better Tomorrow

Thanks to everyone!  
Your support is so important  
to the health of our RCVFD!  

THANK YOU! 

If we missed you, please call 
970/419-0397.



2025 RCVFD Board of Directors — RCVFDboard@rcvfd.org 

President  Neil Faber   720/205-8447 president@rcvfd.org 
Vice President H.J. Siegel   970/416-9062  vicepresident@rcvfd.org 
Chief, 2nd VP Mark Neuroth  303/748-5243  chief@rcvfd.org 
Secretary  Pam Thomas  970/472-0576 secretary@rcvfd.org 
Treasurer  Diane McCarthy  312/244-0976  treasurer@rcvfd.org 
Asst. Treasurer Melanie Bevers  970/817-1505  assistanttreasurer@rcvfd.org 
Ristwatch Editor Ellison Carter  219/241-7141  ristwatch@rcvfd.org 

RCVFD Area Representatives 

Lower Buckhorn Dean Yoder   720/635-9012 
Upper Buckhorn Erica Michel   970/222-1795  
Davis Ranch  Carolyn Stanley  970/221-2024  
Rist Canyon  Debbie Benson  720/999-3003 
Stove Prairie Tim Stratman  970/484-2821 
Stratton Park Louise Creager  970/217-6843 
Whale Rock  Roger Dev   970/658-0360

To add, remove, or correct  
your mailing address,  
please email Diane McCarthy at  
treasurer@rcvfd.org or call 
312/244-0976.

Rist Canyon Volunteer Fire Department  
P. O. Box 2 
Bellvue, CO  80512 
www.rcvfd.org 
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